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_' CHAPTER I

b CONDITION OF INDO-PAKISTAN ON THE
\EVE OF ARAB CONQUEST OF SIND

litical Condition

The Indo-Pakistan sub-continent presented a
chequered picture of warring dynasties and of smail
kingdoms hostile to one another on the eve of Arab
invasion, ‘During the first half of the 7th centiry
AD. when the suceessors of Prophet Muhammad
(sm,) were rapidly subjugating the neighbouring
countries, Harsha Vardhan of Qanauj was laying
the foundation of a great empire in north-west India,’
On the death of Harsha ‘Vardhan, the last Ereat
Hindu ruler, his ¢empire had fallen to pieces, follow-
ed by a scramble among the petty princes for sup-
remacy in the land. Political confusion of the worst
type prevailed in this part of more than 50 Years,
The remaining part of the country was parcelled out
among many independent monarchs of varying de-
grees of power and prestige, There was no centrsl
government in the country, All these states enjoved
complete independence and sovereignty, The ini-
portant states may be enumerated under the heads :
(a) States in Northern India and (b) States in
Southern India or the Deccan.)

States in Northern India

Afghanistan had been a part of Indo-Pakistan
and remained so till the end of the 9th century A.D.
It was then that a.Brahman dynasty founded by
Lalliva was established and this new dynasty was
called by Muslim historians as the Hindushahi king-
dom. It is not possible to say who was the ruler of
this Kingdom in the early years of the 8th century
when Sind was invaded by the Arabs But there is
no doubt whatscever that the Hindushahi kinsdom
of Afghanistan was an important independent Hindu
kirzdom at that time,
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i i i dent kingdom r
Zashmir. had become an indepen :
d:;FiD::rlnbh.wnrdhan of the Korkot .dyr}ns'l;;-.r 11n tl’:;‘c;
El.nh centuty AD. On the eve of Arab inv aifhl?.'nr—- |
éim‘l 'IZ'.fhnrJTidrz;p'uda1 the g‘rangimn of Du:‘llnhe £ :
dhan, was the ruler of E:uis Irélngﬁzm}]d]iatt;n ikl
werful king was Mu tipida i by, o
ig:; esi;:ccesscrrguf Chandrapida. He was a ;,._EP::EI r:i?zg
ueror and is said to have conguered thfe , Q‘I:
cégwauj Dardistan and Xabul Yamverné.x_n o
m:.u_j was defeated and killed at his hands.

independent statcs
1 and Assam had become Indeps 1te
a‘i:tz:i:\I fl?: du:th of Harsha Vardhan. Eemuset nfa:_l;ei:;
remoteness they did not play any important p
the beginning of the 8th century.

i : i t kingdom of
y was the most importan ;
;ndu{?';:;;ian in the beginning of th_e 31':11 ;eniurl;',t
AD. Yasoverman was the ruler of _th:s kmgt “m'l:.‘: =
was under Yasoverman that Qanauj was n'i.sl m::ras 2
its former position of glur:ir iandd:ilianr{::?;i:ur ﬂUnd&r
uler and a successful a L LEE
ngli-zﬁhl kingdom of Qmﬁmh ex';;andde?n{rtﬂ ;Iéﬁtlgir;:i
in the north to the Narbada s
i‘?nr: ]E:‘nr[tlzngal in the east to Thanesw.:?; '1;; ﬁli;zgrg:;t;r
overman was a contempor ‘
:;'EESti.nzasLatur on, he-was defeated and killed b:{r
Lalitaditya of Kashmir,

i a province in West Pakif:tan, was once
a pafénodf' I?:g;hag empire, But after his debatht it T;n:;
eame independent nt.mdar ttszzhi?dﬁzcg’rea 'Ei‘a hrrt:l <
of the Sudra dynasty was e 8 L
minister of Sind set aside the Su I? T s
lished a new dynasty of his own. He wa e

i dra, On the eve of Arab in
?ij:}l: eru;:lEE:r tﬁza:un of Chauba Wwas rulingh_over
Sind. His kingdom included Daibul, Nuqn.lsi é-;gg,
Brahmanabad and Alor. Alor was the capita ube:* uf
Hims=elf a Brahman, Dahir h.:?'d passed n_m.uén ot
meazures against his Buddh®t' subjects an e
measures rendered the king very unpopular am thE
his Buddhist subjects who welmmei:i and he}pm'itheir
Arabs under Muhammad bin Qasim against \
own king,

ing on the eve of Arab econguest of Sind,

“EVE OF ARAB CONQUEST OF SIND oA

On the death of Sasanka, ruler of Bengal and con-
temporary to Harsha, there was anarchy in the pro-
vince, It was sometime in the first Ralf of the 8l
century AD. that the people placed a person named
“Gopal on the throne of Bengal. The dynasty found-
<d by Gopal is called the Pala dynasty. It was under
the Palas that Bengal witnessed peace and prospe-
Tity. The Pala dynasty continued to rule up to the

12th century when it was supplanted by the Sen ely-
nagty..

Malwa, with its capital at Ujjain was ruled by a
Pratihara dynasty of the Rajpufs, The sway of the
Pratiharas extended also to. Marwar, Broach and
other neighbouring territories. The Pratiharas un-

-der Nagabhatta 1 became so powerful that they could Malwa
also defeat the Arabs and recover their lost territories

when the latter under the leadership of J unayd swept

over Lhe western part of the Pratihara dominion. Un-

<er Nagabhatta 1 and his successors, Malwa became a

very powerful and prosperous state,

Bengal

States in Southern India

The kingdom of Pallavas with
at Kanchi was the most important
south. In the 6th century AD, Sinh
Ppowierful king of this kingdom, He js said to have
annexed the Chola country and defeated all his sou-
theérn neighbours, mncluding the king of Ceylon. In .
the beginning of the 8th century A.D. a serious con- Pallavas
fliet was going on between the Pallavas and the Cha-
lukyas in which the latter ultimately came out vie-
torious and established their rule in Kanchi. Thus-
while the Arabs wore conguering Sind, the Chaluk-

Yas were ousting the Pallavas from the kingdom of
Kanchi,

In the sixth century the Chalukyas emerged as a
power in the Decean. Pulakesin was the greatest 1y
king of the Chalukya dynasty. In 681, Vinayaditya, Chalukys
son of Vikramaditya came to the throne. He was
succeeded by Vinayaditya (696-733 ADY who con-
quered Kanthi from the' Pallava king. He was ruls

its headquarters
kingdom in the
avishnu was the
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In the Far South, there were three important
kingdoms, namely, the Pandya, the Chola and the !
Chera, 'Thesze states were often in conflict with one
another and their territories were in a state of fluax. °

It is quite clear from the above discussion that
on the eve of Arab conquest there was no paramourit
authority in the eountry which could check effective-
ly the Arab conquest of Sind. The lack of political”
unity favoured the Arabs to conguer this country,

Administrative Condition

( The king was the head of administration % he,
to all intents and purposes, was a dictator. =
ined all legislative, execuilve, judiclal a tary

fiowers in his person. Ww =
ditary, but the example of Gopal of the Pala dy-
nasty 0f Bengal and Nandl_Varman ol the Pallava
dynasty of Kanchi illustrates that somelimes the
king_w e notable elemenis of the

country. ;

Fﬁéhezz' were ministers to help and advise the king
in thedischarge of his kingly duties but the king was
l:c'E‘F‘Er.:n.im:l 1o accept their -advice. The num&r of
ministers depended upon the circumstances and re-

uirements o situation e names e jme
?::Lorf.ant _ministers were sandliivigrahikas {Mi_nister i
in charge of War and Pe!ace‘.t, Asksﬁn;_:umfnﬂukar_fm
(Minister of Records),' Amatya (Minister of Fin=
ance), Swumant (Minister of Foreign Affairs) and
Rajapurohit (Minister of Religious Affairs).

The empire was divided into many provinces.
The head of a province was called Uparika whose
chief duty was to maintain peace and order in the
provinee, to enforce the orders of the king and to
lead expeditions when ordered. A province was divi=
ded into districts called Vaisayas. A Vaishya was
administered by the diftrict officer called Vaishya=
pati, Village was the lowest unit of administraticn.
where the administrative funetions were performed
by the headman and the Panchayar, The chief source:
of income of the State was land revenue, Tribut
from vassal chiefs, duties of excise and marchadis
were oiher sources of income,

EVE OF ARAB CONQUEST OF SIND

onomic Condition

_ The economic condition of the people was, on
the whole, very sound, for the country was extreme-
Jy prosperous. People were well-off and free from
‘want. Agriculture formed the main occupation of
the people, The country saw the growth of indus-
iry. Bengal and Gujarat were famous for manuface

- ture and export of cotton textile goods, But the til-
lers of the soil had to work hard for their bread,
while the upper class people rolled in luxury and
pomp.

}&Iiginus Condition

. There were three religions, namely, Buddhism,
Jainism and Hinduism prevalent in the country on
the eve of Arab conquest. Juinism wasnota popular
religion and Buddhism was on the decline, Hindu-
ism was the most important religion of the people
in the land. Most of the kings were Hindus and they
would take measures for the patronage of Hinduism,
"The priestly class of Brahmins who occupied a very
important position in the society expioited the mas-
ses. Repgarding their power and position Prof. Habib
says, “The Brahmins deliberately kept the people in
4 state of ignorance, The less serupulous Brahmins
not only earned their livelihood but established their
authority by preying upon the weakness and fears of
‘the multitude.” The Brahmanical revival and its ag-
gressive measures created animosity among the Bud-
<dhists who, in order to avoid the Hindu rulers, wel-
<omed the Arab invaders of Sind,;

“Bbcial Condition
In the beginning of the Bth century A.D. society

was divided into four main eastes—the.%@m,— =

‘the Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and the Sudras. Each caste
did not striclly adhere to its own functions, There
‘were Brahmins who were working as warriors and
1the Kshatriyas working as merchants, Likewise cer-
tain Vaishyas and Sudras were acling as rulers, In
most cases people married within their castes and
inter-caste marriages were very rare. Poligamy was

Good
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tised in the society, but women were not ﬂﬂﬂ\'lr""
E;a:nmmnrry a second time. Untouchability was in
vogue, The practice of Saii was becoming *popu'.!ar‘
among the ruling families. Most of the people were
vegetarians and they abstained from taking even
onions and garlic,
There were schools ami fl?ue'ges lall %w.lf::r ut:ie
~the education of the people. L. =
frc;::ttgs Igir Nalanda in Behar and Valabhi in We%—
tern India were the most famous educational institu-
tions in the country. There was a Sanskrit cul%edge
at Dhar in Malwa and another at Ajmer, Besides
‘the Vedas and Shastras, other subjects, such as
science, astronomy and medicine were taught im

these universities and colleges.
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CHAPTER I
" THE ARAB CONQUEST OF SIND

Rise of Islam i ah

The rise of Islam is, perhaps, the most amazing
event in the history of the world. Islam came as a
beaeon light to oppressed humanity and raised the
then world, especially Arabia, from the depth of
degradation to a place of culture and civilization.

The founder of Islam was Prophet Muhammad
(sm.) who completely changed the intellectual out-
look of Arabia. Bo 7 : erand =
respectable Quraish {; h, Muhammad
{;sgn_'x_.) lost his parents early in life. He had o pass -
His"early days through hardship and froubles and,
du¢ to economic diffieulties, could not receive edu-
cation. From his early life, Muhammad (sm.) was
& man of noble character and generous disposition,
His honesty of purpose and truthfulnéss earned for

: a4 S " ‘Ach
him the title of al-Amin, “the trusted one.” When AR

he was 25, he married XKhadijah, a lady of 40 and
this marriage removed his financial embarrassment
for the time being.. At the age of forty (610 A.D.)
he received the divine revelation and began to
preach Islam to the misguided people. A storm of
Opposition came and mountain after mountain of
troubles stood in his way. He had to leave the land
of his birth and seek shelter at Madinah. But there,
too, he was not allowed o live pgacefully. He had ;
to fight a series of battles with his enemies and Bt .
last he triumphed over them. The teachings of the-
Prophet brought a mighty change in the lives of the
Arabs., Within a span of 23 vears, he transformed
the barbarous and impious Arabs into a civilised and
religious nation, Hefore his death almost the whole
of Arabia came within the fold of Islam.

.On the demise of the Prophet, the expansion of
slan wag not stopped. His followers and successors

P
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inspired by the doctrines of the new religion carried
the banner of Islam to the diflerent parts of the
world. They soon became the masters of a wvast
empire comprising Arabia, Syria, Palestine, Egypt
and Persia,

The famous historian Gibbon says, “At the close
of the first century of the Hijrat, the Khalifahs
were the potent and absolute monarchs of the globe.”

Early relation with Indo-Pakistan

After the conquest of Persia, the Muslims turn-
ed their attention to the east. Long before the ad-
vent of Tslam to Arabia, the Arabs used to visit«ihe

territories of the eastern coast for trade and com»

merce. So it was quite natural for the sons of the
desert to be attracted to the rich soil of India. Dur-
ing the Khilafat of Umar I, the first attempt was
made by the Muslims to come to India, but it ended
in failure. In consideration of the dangers and dif-
ficulties involved in distant adventures, the Khalifah

stopped further expedition. In the time of Uthman, =

the third Khalifah of Islam, another expedition was
sent under Abdullah ibn A’'mr who conquered Sistan

and then advanced towards Makran (modern Bes

luchistan). He even conquered a portion of Sind,
but he, however, did not consider it worthwhile to
annex the arid lands of Sind. During the Khilafat
of ‘Ali and Mu'awiva, several expeditions were uns
dertaken none of which resulted in a permanent sufs
cess. The arms of the Muslims remained inactive
for the next few vears, But with the coming of thi
Umayyad Khalifah, al-Walid to power, there apes
ed a new chapter in the history of Islam. His 18
mous general, Musa ibn Nusayr subjugated the whal
of North Africa while his lieutenant Tarig, congue
ed Spain. In the east Qutaibah carried the banms
of Islam far into Central Asia. It was at that {il
that circumstances led the Muslims to the congu

of Sind.

‘Causes of the invasion of Sind

1t has been staled that the Arabs had cast
eyves on the rich soil of India long before they o

~ ible presents sent by the King of Ceylon for the Kha- '

_fl.lsﬂ-d to do anything on the ground that the pirates: phips by ihe

Bt without success. H.
. He was
| dail who also failed to achievsamsﬁcfc?al

Expedition under Muhammad bin Qasim

MINIs, he fitled out & third expedition under t

A8 young general marched by way of

.

g - (5T~
CeR .- HAlm t L -
S [H.I '-.,f_(‘:;: v B Sinby ol ~ord-

=S ~ THE ARAB CONQUEST OF 3 -
ixd-'-lj,'.nn-g wexe sulely [P’é')‘i-'-ﬁ'“ i
quered it. But in the beginning . 8th cen

5 } g of the §ih :
the Indians compelled them to invade sﬁntu&
<ourse, there were other factors behind it .

During the Persian expedit
] ; ditions, the rul
11;: I::Iﬁntliihmr legions to help the Persia;f: gfgiinn;: Help @ the
futis DT;S 1'.}1:15 an::-i thereby they incurred the disples- Fersians o
Walid 1 ap;ﬁgfjéhﬁs'j‘i:hﬁ Vpexyad Kulitah, al- JL 0"
ajja) bin Yusuf as th by
of the eastern provinces, It iy
P : was duri "
S Tl s ofthe K w0
; order inte Sind and were giv
by Dahir, the king of Sind, Wh o e
back, Dahir refused o ret T Ana, vanted tham
' urn the Arah fu Shelter 1
lgnn:;.m,telr of the eastern' provinces mslrn Ex?iegitiTuhug i
i 'I; wanted the expansion of his territory to -
i Ar e obstinacy and refusal of Dahir to return
R s eangucn . £ Eround o punich th
; cliguer sind.  But the immediat
:ﬁethﬁ invasion was the plunder of Eightli:; }-fl I;:Sal,'L:e
wEr.Iemates near Daibul, a seaport in Sind. The shi Y Ambition of
mﬂrchtaﬁymg the orphan daughters of the ﬁ.‘rf; P
ants who had died in Ceylon and many valu- :

Ve Qoo

lifah and the governor Haj

) 4 . Hajjaj sent a lett -

fli: riquedttmg him to punish the culprits al'lEI; :zsf]:n’:e
presents and the captives. But Raja Dahir re, Monder of

p}ratu of

& permission ffom the Khalifah iti
Hgainst Dajbul under the cnrr?n{asli? tain'[?ﬁieddtﬁi:i

lowed by Bu-
§5,

Hajjaj bin Yusuf was dee
e , . ply mortified
ve failures and to take revenge on taifetg?ﬁ

8 cousin and son-in-law, Muhammad l:r?nE g:i:ff.

pugh Makran towards Bind e A
. A g,
ined by the governor of Makran l}wllﬂas g‘::-i }l:fmwﬁ
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!
additional force. Besides the Arab troops, Muham-

mad bin Qasim had the fortune of enlisting under his
banner a good number of Jats and Meds who were
displeased with the Hindu government for mal-
treatment towards them. The Arabs reached Daibul
in 712 AD. The town was well-protected by the
Brahmins) and the Rajputs. A battle was fought
between the Hindus and the Muslims in which the
former were defeatéd and a large booty fell into the
hands of the latter. ;

After Daibul, Muhammad bin Qasim proceeded

towards Nirun, near modern Hyderabad, and obtain- -

ed the submission of its inhabitants, He then march-

 ed to Shewan and from Shewan to Sizam. The in-

habitants of these places submitted to him without
strong resistance. But the Muslims had to face a
serious opposition at Rawar where all the Hindus
along with their king had posted themselves to meet
the enemy. The Hindus fought gallantly, ht_n fate
was against them. Dahir fell fighting and with the
death of the king, the Hindus fled from the field.
Dahir's wife and son took shelter in the fortress of
Rawar and defended it to the last ; but when the fall
of the fortress became imminent, she and her hand -
maids cast themselves on a funeral pyre to escape
possible dishonour at the hands of the Muslims.

Wi s Flushed with vietory, Muhammad bin Qasim
advanced to Brahmanabad where people soon sube
mitted to him. After the capture of Brahmanabad,
he organised the administration of Lower Sind and
placing governors in the conquered territories he set
out for Alor which was defended by a son of Dahir
called by the Muslim historians, ‘Fufi’ Alor was soon
brought under the sway of the Muslims, He then led
his army against Multan, the last strong-hold of the

Hindus. On his way to Multan, he captured the town. |
of Sika, The Hindus offered battle in anl open field

at Multan, but they were defeated and routed by

the Arabs. With the capture of Multan the whole |

of Dahir's dominion fell 1o the Muslims. The ban-

ner of Islam was thus hoisted on the soil of Indo- =

_ Pakistan in 712 AD.

i,

THE ARAR CONQUIST OF SIND

Death of Muhammad bin Qasim

Muhammad bin Qasim met his trapi I
prime of his life in 715 A.D. His deaiﬁfifu!::’dk:z :?1:
::;:l;ir y;ogrif;fis of ﬁl;n Arab arms. There is a dif-

€ ol opinion about the death of th
of Sind. The version of his final :n o tlhen by

d as given by Different
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one group of authors reads like a romantic tale, 1f views shout

is said that the two daughters of Dahir, Surya Devi >

and Parmal Devi, were sent to the Khalifah a -
sents, They. informed the Khalifah that Qasinsx 1]]11.';&(1
dishonoured them before sending them 1o him. At
thils} the Khalifah became annoyed and ordered him
1o be put to death, When the order was carried out
the daughters of Dahir told the Khalifah that they
had invented the story in order to take revenge on
him, for their father and relatives haq been killed
in the course of fighting with him, On hearing this
tale the :Khaiifah ordered both the sisters to be tied
to the fails of horses and dragged on until they died. -
After a detailed study of the subject, it is found that
there is no truth in the story and it can be safely re-
jected as a piece of fiction. Other writers ascribe
his death to political reasons. The new Khalifah
Sulayman was an arch enemy of Hajjaj bin Yusuf
and Muhamma_d bin Qasim being his cousin and sor-
sin-law fell a victim. to his wrath. He was arrested
and sent 10 Mesopotamia where he was tortured to
death, Thus ended the bright career of the great

hero who had laid the :
the sub-continent. oundation of Muslim rule in

The military and the administrative o
Muhammad bin Qasim forms one of thg ;1:;;: 5131-?5
liant chaPtera in the history of the Muslim rulers of
Indo-Pakistan. He was a born leader and a man of

versatile genius, He was a poet, a

patriot, a states- Characier
man and_ an accomplished admI;ﬁstr'atur. ‘His ten- of Mubim.
der age, impressive figure, his dauntless courage and M2d bia
noble bravery, his brilliant victiories in battles and ="

wise method of administration and Ia i '
: stly his sudd
:-.-njd tragic end make the story of his shn!r;t and ﬂluesrj
trious life one of the romances of history’, He was
strong against opponents and lender-hearted to his
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i porary phase, for the destruction of temples was due

not to religious bigotry or fanaticism but to the fact

that the temples were the repositories of India's age-

long accumulated wealth, Once a place was occu- :
pied and peace réstored or the people submitted to X
the ruler and sought peace, the congueror adopled a Wederas
kind and conciliatory policy towards them, When S L
the people of Brahmanabad, for instance, submitted fublects
te the conqueror, they were allowed to rebuild their
temples which were destroyed during the time of

war, The Brahmins were permitted o perform their

rites and ceremonies in the manner prescribed by

their religion. Hajjaj bin Yusuf sent a farman 1o
Muhammad bin Qasim instructing him to grant the
population of Sind rights to life and property in lien

of their submission and willingness to pay taxes i¢

the Muslim administrator, They were also given

the right to perform their religious rites as they
pleased,

- ¥ ln 3
i ding to al-Marzubani, Muhammad b
Eiﬁ'ﬁiﬁf@ ufgf,he great men of all times.

Causes of Arab Success

i ibuted to
here were several causes which contriby )
the Euccess of the Arabs in Sind, The d-ls‘;f}‘ty an;*
d the unpopularity of Dahir grea
: png the Indians an ‘ ir Eten g
'  Facili Arab conquest of Sind. There
Whsunity ly facilitated the Ara e
smeng e little sympathy between the ruls A
lodians &  The Buddhists and the Jains in s“;l Jad gclbvances
i i:é!" against Dahir and so thﬁ d}i tl;ﬂtth: i{ bila e
. T e : |
gﬁih ?gi:iri‘:t?é:. c::g:?;ﬁu' were looked down ppc&n‘aﬁg
subjected to humilitation by the ru]e; tli;}m:a u;:lut
the invaders and thﬁre'?y_ _s:;egfg%:;n;th c:n o
the latter.. By the beginning ol I e
rmy had become the mightest o
Saniney g;ﬂ]e:'lc cr}éan‘lsaﬁun, remarkable d1s¢1p}ine i:lndu?;
s il rale. advancement in technigue, high Hla E;P:é £
Al ' ac)hiner}f of attack and the use of came hg b
rﬂnrah army a marked superiority over a!l the a:;m
of the world. The Arabs had by this time a atrurt:g
1 power, while Dahir did not have a s r? gl
nam:a& pThe e:nny of Dahir was inferior in technica
Eﬁi’ ‘and his commanders were inferior muiﬁ'ellﬁ;?al;
e i ammad bin Qasim, a young man
() ncplibia i?:ﬁﬁ?&;;id and skilful general, and ?:i& sg{::es:nzf
i ) the Arabs in Sind was largely due fo his able g

ralship.

The Arab governcrs were far-sichied stalesmen
and great politicians, They did not disturb the exis- -
ting system of administration in Sind, They placed Lol wlf-
the entire machinery of internal administration in the E°CYeamet
hands of the natives. The people who had oeel-
pied the key posts in the time of Dahir, were expec
ted to know all about.the Iand. “Reposing full
confidence in them, Muhammad bin Qasim entrus. .«
ted them with high offices and placed all important Hindus ap-
affuirs of the place in their hands” (Chach Nama) f,':” tﬁihm
Bralmins were appointed to collect revenue. The plices: of
main sources of revenue under the Arabs were land the Sate
revenue, eustoms and transit duties, khums (1/5th
of the booty), Jizya and Baj or tribute from depen-
dencies, The revenue was paid in cash or kind, v
The jizya was collected from the non-Muslims who e
were under the protection of the Muslims and who reveoue”
were exempled from military service. The Mus-
lims had to pay the zakar,

Administration of Sind

iplish the con-
The men who were sent to accomp. 2
= ' nest of Cind were not only eat warriors :amril:i ric;:_
e : ors, but also good administrators. The a
Cxenlle i ke .duced by Muhammad bin Qasim ir_:_
ACRIAEL fstration intieduced zed Hin Oein
g Sind leads us to believe that the Arabs po exs
ot rience in the art of administration and we;& o
aQgt” sk E:uel and fanatie as it is generally suppﬁe% T“m
s Uh peaple. Toleration weas sl]uwn _l::-;.r the Ara fg'iasf ;
'::"m.r:h!'-nurs of Sind to their‘mlbjectlsi 1rrisr;;e::.;v§u.ght by
L= 8 »d. Some of the temples w )
i;ﬁ'ggeguring the days of war, but that was a tem-

__ The military system of the Arabs which was
infroduced into Sind, was at first restricted fo ihe L‘:ﬁfn
recruftment of Muslims only, but afterwards the

Eh L L restriction
restrictions placed on outsiders were relaxed and recruited

the Khalifuh freely recruited their ranks from ox- I the amy |

el R

acl mnual
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tranecus sources as well, Slepis were laken to im-
prove and ciicourage agriculiure and trade, Asli-
aine and merchonts were free from molesiation,

Justice was adminisiered wiikout fear or faveur.
The @Qazis who were well-versed in lslamic Law and
Jurisprudence, filled the seais of judgement. In mal-
ters of public end political offence the law made 1o
gittinetion between Muslims and non-Muslims, Some
cases among the Hindus were decided according to
Hindu Law by the Panchayats.

Efiects of the Conguest of Sind

It has been stated by Mr. Stanley Lane Poule
that “the Arab conquest of Sind is an epizode in the
history of India and of Islam, a triumph without re-
silt” There iz no doubt that the Arab conguest was
confined to Sind and Multan only and the major
nortion of Northern India was not directly affected,’
Expeditions were sent against the Hindu princes of
the north, but the Rajputs, specially the Gurjara-
Pratiharas, were too strong to be defeated. The sud-
den death of Muhammad bin Qasim and the fruitless
help of the Khalifah had greatly shaken the stability
of the Arab position in Sind. Wilh the decline of
the power of the Khalifahs, territories of Sind were
divided into independent states. Most of the Arab
soldiers settled in 8ind for pood and zome of them
married Sindhi wermen. The Arabs and the Hindus
lved side by side in peace and amity for a long
time, The Arabs left a legacy behind in the shape of
huiidings or administrative or cultural institutions
that miight have exerted influence on India. The
Sindhi language shaws Arab influence even today.
1 is wrong to say that the Arab conguest of Sind
had absolutely no effect on India.

. The establishment of Muslim rule in Sind had
profound and far reaching effects in the field of cul-
ture and learning of the land. ‘The Arabs had
brought with them & new religion and a new civili-
zation which they intreduced among the conguered
people. They brought India into direct contact with
the Islamic world and opened immense pessililitics
of commercial and culiural progress.’ The Arabs in

THE ARAR CONQUEST 0p SIND

turn acquired from the Hindus sore new knowledg

in Indian religion, philozophy, asironomy, medft:i;:
af‘:d fnl!c_Ior:: and carried it to their own country as
well as 1o Burope. Many of the Sanskril works on
astronomy and mathematics were translated -into
!&rabm under the patronage of the Abbasid Khali-
Iu}_is._ During the reign of Harun-ar-Rashid, the Bar-
mskz_ds mvited Hindu scholars to Baghdad to tians-
late into Atabic Sanskrit works on medicine, philosa-
phy, estronomy and other subjects, Simiia;l}' many

_Arab savants studied Sanskrit to satisfy their thirst

Ipr knowledge of Indian culture, Amir Khusrau men-
1:01%;5& that the Arah astronomer Abuy Mashar came
0 Benares, the seat of Hindn learning, and studie:l
astronomy thf.sre for ten years. Thus we find that the
ﬁ:change of ideas and the cultural contact between
m:et;:lrabs and the Hindus were possible as a result
e Arab conguest. To the natives, particularly
to t_he lower elass, the Muslim rule evmbolised pros-
perity and emancipation. Thiz is why, the '.Tﬂtspan'd
the Meds accorded welcome ta the Arabs by blowing
conch-shell, So from the cultural point of view. the
in};gsinn of Sind cannot be regarded as an isnfaieﬂ
gi::igi rﬁ.fveg‘t. dHenm.-'t]m statement that ‘the Arab
1 7 1 i1}
Bt o t:d ;Einiu t.r:_urnph without results' can-

Later History of Sind

After the death of Muhammad bin asim

bin Muhallab was appointed governor u:.'Q Sind ,hzﬂfii?i

alifah, Sulayman. Yazid soon died and Was suc-
ceeded by his brother, Habib who restored to some
extent the hegemony of The Muslims in Sind. During
tj}e Khilafat of Umar 1T a good number of Hindus in
Sind embraced Islam. Habib wuas replaced by al-
Junayd in the reign of Hisham. Brave, energetic and
ar_nl:utmus al-Junayd suppressed the rebellion of the
Hindus and put their leader, Jaishaba to death, Bug
during the rule of the weak successors of al.J u'nayd
the Muslim power in Sind began to decline 2apidly.
The progress of the Muslims was thwaried in tln:
south by the Chalukya King, Vikramaditya IT and
in the east by Pratiharas, With the decline of the

149

The efzcts
of the
Conguest

“upon cul-

[re  were
profound
and far:
reaching

Yazid bin
Muhallsly
appecnted
governor after
Kiuharmmad
bin Qatim

Al-Junayd



150

Entey of
the Araba
from wrong
direction

Want of
unity among
the Amta

Megligence
of the
 Ehslifzhs

Birong resis-
mnce of tha
Raiputs

Weak suc-
£essors

HISTORY OF INDO-PARISTAN

: ivi i imber of
ids; S5ind became dwl-:ledlmto a i
ﬁ:;;}:;SIS:ates' which were 'ﬁmmfa?g El?l:ti;p"iﬁe:fi
rards the close of the 9th century, . ;
3’{0{1.}:1;"1 the Khalifah, But t? ne:; ctéi;;c;;;:i?iss qﬁz_
in the history of Sind when the G .
22 :;Ewa:cis therzanquest of Indo-Pakistan by the end

of the 10th century.

Causes of the Arah failure in Sind

i line of
factors were responsible for the decii :
the g{riiypower in S8ind. In the ﬁrr.f.l: plg.ce, %fn g:ii;;
had entered India from a wrong du-|a-.f:.truuu'::..".rEr}r s
DoC R L B O i Atats The neseleiry
could not give 1 ; %
gguri:rs with which the rest of India nfj]uﬂlél lfaie mﬁ:::lr
quered. So, Sind could not serve as adg Sl
launching a successful invasion of Infm, & amung'
in the later period thare waja a lack t? 1;;1.; A
the tribes who conguered Sind and so ; th;ir Sl
could not make 'cnmbined_ {tﬁ:.l_l'ts tn pus ST
to the distant land. This disunity preve

Arabs from further progress. Thirdly, the provinee: .

: Khalifahs
ind was unproductive and hence the 5l

?éu?nd' it unprofitable to occupy and mamgﬁchsu;tl:
a land. That was why they did not paythl b 41
tention to its military strength. Fourthly, he1a
was a good number of powerful indepen ?r e
Rajput kingdoms in Indo-Pakistan. The E;trcmgt e
siztance of the %ajgut; ?ﬁ:vﬁait::: l;: g;;dmpfasﬂy,'
failure o ; ; y
fﬁgsguf:?::sg;?s of the conqueror of Sind Eere vgea;

and incapable. In the circums?ance_s,l 3 Hind
chieftains regained their power in the land.

e —

racter, . After the demise of his m

. he went 1o Ghazni, expelled its ruler Abu Bakr La-
wik and laid the foundation of an

breathed his last and was succeed
Ishaq. In a few years Abu Ishaq followed his fa-

CHAPTER III
THE HOUSE OF GHAZXNI
Rise of the Ghaznavids

The progress of conquest was Tesumed with
new zeal and energy in the 10th century by e
Turks who came to Indo-Pakistan from be: end
the Afghan hills. After the fall of the Umavyad
Khilafat the Abbasids camé to power. The first
few Khalifahs of this dynasty ruled with distine-
tion, but the later Khalifahs proved weak and tact-
less, By their policy they brought about {heir
own downfall. They appointed the Turks their
bodyguards who soon grew too powerful to be
controlled. The Khalifahs became mere tools in
their hands, As a result of their weakness and
maladministration the Bovernors of the distant
provinces became independent. Spuin and Eivpt
passed out of their control, while in Iraq, Persia and
Turkistan, the growth of a number of minor dynas«
ties paralysed the power of the Khalifahs,

Alptigin

Of the semi-independent Persian dynasties, that
ruled in succession over some of the provinces
in Central Asia, the Tahirid, the Saffarid and the
Samanid were the prominent,

After the fall of the
first two dynasties, the Samanids became masters of

Ehurasan and Transoxiana, Abdul Malek, the fiith.
prince of the house of Samanid, had a Turkish slave

named Alptigin who by dint of devotion and service ©
to his master rose to the position of the governor of

hurasan. Alptigin was a man of courage and cha-
aster and patron,

_ independent state
In the 14th year of his independence, he

ed by his son, Abu

(9862)
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© 971 AD.

Sabuktigin (977-997) ‘ . V7
Sabukiigin belonged to the Iranian mg*al Pﬂmsng u:
but early in life he was sold as a alavedo dp e
By his service and fidelity, he hadd amé iy
seli to his master who not only ma lsea gl o
mander-in-chief of his forces but a R gof IRkl
daughter in marriege. He was a mi Lo
romise, Immediately on his accessio I SR
p-:i Qus.riar and Bust and then he turn ;
finn to the conguest of Indo-Pakistan, |

i iewed the rise of
5 of InﬁmPalustan: viewed

L’uaEI::f g}ﬁr in the sub-contme_nt méh jeﬂm:ﬁye'
hd apprehension. Jaypal, the Hindu -E]-a. e
Py 'a‘}t:pantinipatmg an attack of Sabultigin mThE
Ffﬁn }mubﬂize& his forces against the 1att§;. i
;E t L:lash betwéen the Hindus and 't]."ue:i u I:h:‘n
mk lace at Lamghan in the Khyber Pass nru:1 o8
E{é flu]rmer were badly dE{Eaiﬁf' .]f’ayppv:;.e :,aa; eﬂ ﬁdfty

i romising to pay ten lakhs of ru
+h]fe lﬁinpt‘sangiltnﬁe d?d not fulfil his promise .ﬂnél :’?E
Efgﬁers v.:hn had come 1o reali%e llnr.;i ‘p;n:?]:.ze it

- t under arrest. Regarding
buteﬂ‘{ert?ﬁf ucuuﬁtr}" by Sabuktigin, Sir W. Haii
zial;; 2Thﬁe expeditions weretundertaken fr:il;jrigg
: ri rpose of secur

eprisal and for the purpo
Eﬁaﬁgﬁ:ﬂagn; I‘fhtan. with any intention of I‘}mpag:lt-
ing the faith.” vl

i brought Sabukiig

action of Jaypaﬂl s00N :

mtoTt];mi field and within a short time the latter

seized & number of forts. Jaypal got alarmed at the-

ceess of the Muglims and so }1_& organised I'?I ln:ﬁ%::_
51; Hindu princes in order to drive out the ud g
!D\'i of the princes of Northern India joined h

il e the advance of the Muslims ; but the clon_n-_
E ﬂp“;ﬂrces were once again defeated on a p }ft:_
ng;r Peshawar, The territories between Lampgha

and Peshawar were annexed to the Ghaznavid Em-

' he Muslims
i battle the superiority of the islim
Ei-l-:z: lI]?n t}hliir;nius wWas estahlishgd and though ‘India

THE HOUSE OF GHAZNI

‘Was not vet conquered, the right route to'attack her
was dischvered, for Sabuktigin was the first Muslim
Tuler to invade Indi~ from the North-West Frontier.

In 937 A D, Sabuktigin died, leaving a large and
well-established empire to his successors. He was o
kind and generous ruler, He was also steady and
JPpatient, Before his death, he appointed his Younger
son, Ismail as successor. Mahmud, the eldest und
the ablest of his four sons, could not agree to this
arrangement. He at first tried to come to an amiec-
able settlement with Ismail, but all his efforts end.
<d in failure, Af last the two brothers met on the
Plain of Ghazna and a hot battle was fought in 008
AD. in which Ismail was defeated. Mahmud placed
him ‘in nominal confinement and provided him with
easy comfort and convenience! Ismail was soon ine-
volved in a plot against his brother who was com-

pelled for the safety of his life and throne to trans-

fer him to a distant fortress (at Juzjanan) ‘where
he passed the rest of his life j

in peace,
Sultan Mahmud (998-1030)

Mahmud after defeating and imprisoning his
‘brother, Ismail, ascended the throne in 998 AD. He
spent the first two years of his reign in fighting
against the Samanids, The Samanids acknowledged
his authority over. Balkh, Herat, Tirmiz and Bust,
but they refused: to accept his authority over Khu-
rasan. Mahmud soon waged war against the Sa-
dnani king and defeated him in the open field. He
then declared, himself as an independent ruler and
‘took for the first time the title of Sultan, He secured
his position by obtaining the formal recognition of
his sovereignty from the Abbasid Khalifah, al-Qadir
Billah  who also conferred upon him the tities of
Yamin-ud-Dawlah and Amin-ul-Millah, Henece his
‘dynasty is known as the Yamini dynasty,

Mabmud was a man of ambition and enterprise,
On receiving the recognition of his sovereignty from
al-Qadir Billah, the Khalifah of Baghdad, “he made
it obligators on him

self to undertake BVEry vear an
expedition to Hind” From 1000 ¢

mud led a pood many expeditions to Hind. But it
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is not possible to ascertain the exact nunber of ex=~

~ peditions undertaken by him. According 1o Bir

Henry Elliot, Mahmud led as many as seventeen ex-
peditions, Some of the historians give the number
as twelve. The view of the former historian appears.

. 1o be more correct and it is accepled by most of tne

historians.

Expedjtions of Mahmud

1) The first expedition of Mahmud which was.
undertaken in 1000 A.D. against the frontier towns
of the Khyber Pass was an important one. During.
this expedition he captured a few forts and towns

- of t?c}e Khyber Pass.

"12) Mahmud led his second expedition (1001
A D) against his father's enemy, Jaypal, the king
“of Hindushahi kingdom at the head of 100,000 horse-
men. Jaypal collected all his forces and marched
against the invader, A fierce battle was fought at
Peshawar in November, 1001 in which the Muslims
came out victorious, Jaypal with his sons and grand-
sons was taken prisoner but was subsequently re-
Jeased on certain terms. Jaypal could not tolerate
this insult, He, after appointing his son Anandapal
as thesnext king, burnt himself to death.

3) The third expedition was directed against
the ruler of Bhira (Bhatiya) who in spite of his pro-
mise failed to help Mahmud, Bijai Rai, the ruler
of Bhira offered a strong‘resistance to the imfade.r
but ultimately he fled away from the battle-field.
He was pursued and when he felt that he was going
to fall into the hands of the enemies he stabbed
himself to duith.

(4) The Sourth expedition of Mahmud was led
apainst the Muslim ruler of Multan. Abul Fateh.
Daud, the ruler of Multan had friendly relation wilk
Anandapal. In 1006, Mahmud marched across the
Punjsb to Multan. Anandapal, its ruler and son of
Jaypal, offered resistance but was defeated and
driven to Kashmir hills. Mahmud then invaded
Multan. Daud fled, but the garrison of Multan did
not submit without resistance, Multan was eaptur-

. ed after a siege of seven days and the citizens were-

THE HOUSE OF GHAZNT

Pardoned on payment of a heavy fine. The charge
of Multan was left in the hands of Sukhpal or Ma-
wasa Shah, a grandson of Jaypal, who had been im-
prisoned by Mahmud after the defeat of Jaypal and

lsiﬁdﬁembraced Islam and got the name of Nawasa
afl.

(8) When Mahmud retired to Ghazni after cap-
turing Multan and appointed Sukhpal alias Navaza
Shah as its governor, the latter declared independ-
-ence and renounced Islam. Mahmud led an invasicn
(1007) against him and defeated him.

_{E} The sixth expedition of Mahmud was led
against Anandapal in 1008 A.D. He organised a con-
federacy against the Muslims in which the great
Rajput Rajas of Ujjain, Gwalior, Kalinjar, Qanauyj,
Delhi and Ajmer had joined. Mahmud had never
met such a vast army organised by the Hindu con-
federates. It is said that the enthusiasm was so
great among the people that the “Hindu women sold
their jewels and sent the money from distant parts
to be used against the Musalmans.” The Khokhars,
a tribe of the Punjab, also joined the Rajputs in their
struggle against the Muslims. It was a challenge to
Mahmud. He met the huge Hindu army near Wai-
hind. The bare-fooled and bare-headed Khokhars
fought very bravely against the Muslims. It was a
<ritical moment for the Muslims, But fortunately
the elephant of Anandapal got frightened and fled
away from the battle-field. This caused a great con-
fusion and panic among the Hindu soldiers who also
Tan away from the battle-field. Mahmud won wvie-
lory and a large amount of booty fell into his hands,

(7) Mahmud next marched against Nagarkot in
Kangra hills and besieged the fort of MNagatrkot
(1009). After three days’ stubborn resistance. the
fort fell into the hands of Mahmud. He returned to
Ghazni with a vast collection of riches and jewels.

(8) In 1010 AD. Mahmud led an ex edition t
Multan and defeated the rebellious chiEfI? Daucf :

(9]_Thuugh defeated, Anandapal did not lose
his spirits. In fact, his repeated reverses made him
all the more determined to resist the enemy to tle
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pitter end, He shifted his capital to Mandanah,
gathered a small army and tried to consolidate his
position in the Salt Range region. Ho digd a peace~
ful death there and was succeeded by his son, Tri-
lochanpal. In 1014 A.D, Mahmud led an expedition
against Trilochanpal and captured Nandanah after
a brief singe. The new ruler took shelter in Kash=~
mir but Mahmud pursued him and defeated the com-
bined forces of Trilochanpal and his new ally, Tunga
of Kashmir. Mahmud did not consider it safe to-
penetrate into Kashmir. Trilochanpal also did not
like to end his days as a refugee in Kashmir, So he
returned to the Punjab, his ancestral kingdom and
established himself -in the' Sivalik hills. He entered
into an alliance with Vidyadhar, the Chandela ruler
of Bundelkhand. In order to break this alliance,
Mahmud again came to Indeo-Pakistan, and finaily
defeated Trilochanpal. The result™of this éxpeditior
“was more enduring than those of others.” He an-
nexed the Punjab to his dominions and entrusted a
regular Amir with the government of this province.

Trilochanpal was assassinated in 1021-22 AD.
and he was succeeded by his son, Bhimpal. With
the death of Bhimpal in 1028 AD, the Hindushah
dynasty came to an end. -

(10) In 1014 AD. Mahmud marched against
Thaneswar, The Hindus fought desperately but they
were defeated and Thaneswar was captured.

(11) Mahmud made two attempts between 1015
and 1021 AD. to conquer Kashmir but on both the
occasions he was unsuccessful.

(12) The next important expedition of Man-~

mud was directed against Qanauj, the imperial capi-
tal of Hindustan. In 1018 A.D, Mahmud at the head

of a large army, set out from Ghazni. He captured
all the fortzs on the way. The Raja of Baran or-

Bulandshahar, offered his.submission and embraced
Islam along with ten thousand men. From there Mah-
mud marched against Mathura, one of the wealthiest
cities and captured it. A huge booty fell into the
hands of Mahmud. After Mathura came the turn ot
Brindaban, Mahmud plundered the forts and tem-
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appeared befure the pates of
A.D, Rajyapal, the Pratihar

back te Ghazni, Mahmud c

IQanauj gaveoffence to other
e?;rtlévr eﬁﬂ?ndt?}i ;’!:ea?]l;:ndela i{iﬁjahnf Kalinjar. Gonda
. d. noee with the rul i
.['Il:i ?iﬂm:d {orces attacked and kﬂ‘lede;{at}iraﬁ:?ﬂ;zg
fmrj Hluds son on the vacant throne. Mahmud was
o Ee.;l ed from the moral peint'of view to attack
e Chandela king but the latter ran away from the

battle-fial
ﬂctu?*y .e d. The_ Sultan returned to the r:apitlal witl

(14) In 102122 AD. Mahmud led his fourteenth

expedition agai
e G i tgoa sr:,;g m{j:raliur and. compelled the Raja

(15) After accepting the submi
i mission i
:}fet?tahar Mahmud proceeded tawar&:flgeﬂij?l?
# sdr;mus fortress of Gonda and laid siege to 't*
ceording to the Muslim historians, the Chandella:

Prince saved I
nual tribute, imself by Promising to pay the an-

(16) The most momentous expedition
itio

K:Phglfa was inde::.ad the capture of ;u;ifilliltain
ok f;lmﬂ T, }I:t_egardmg the cause of this expeditiun
i u;f és;oria_n. Ibn-ul-Athir says that, ‘whel:{
B aLnl was gaining victory after Vig-
e o ha, the Hindus began to say that the su;»-
B B oénud was due to the dlsﬁleasure of the
s god with the inhabitants of the defeated
Somnathsj.n &rti this, Mahmud decided 0 conquer
e vjﬂ er to prove the futility of theirqhe-
y ,_dew is corroborated by Ibn Khald
D a;t]n Wolseley Haig. Towards the cimaunf
40 Aep, de set out from Ghazni and passing thro nh
oy gatein fthfz- desert of Rajputana, he stoad he;::g ;
R of Somnath on the 9th of January, 102?
e eg u;haﬁered a stubborn resistance, but were

; € enormous wealth of the u:mp]e nir:

fell into the hands of the Sultan, “The expedition to

ples of Brindaban and got a hugdibooty, Mahmud
Qanauy inl January, 1019  Submicion

- a ruler ol Qananj = of 1
mitted to Mahmud without any 'ﬁghﬁng.QDn hlils f:rlak;v :f g:ﬂ:ﬁg‘

aptured some small forts.
{13) The submission of Rajyapal, the ruler of
Rajpat rulers, particu-
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Somnath” says Dr. M. Nazim, “is one of the greatest
deats of military adventure in the history of Islam.”
v {17) The last expedition (1027) was undertaken
texpe  auainst the Jats who had molested the Muslim army

oy on its return journey from Somnath. The Jats were
defeated and many of them were put to death.

Vfﬁ Nature and Motives of _M.ahmud's Invasions

5 Sultan Mahmud made seventeen expeditions into
Indo-Pakistan and conquered a number of places in
the sub-continent, But he“did not establish his rule
over them or anmex any part of the conquered ler-
ritories except the Punjab. What then was the ob-

Dificrent - ject of his military expeditions? Various opinions
i e have been expressed by the historians about the
:.h:::ﬂ‘h:i motives of Sultan Mahmud's invasions. Some say
R that Mahmud was the greatest champion of Islam
whose main motive in invading this country was to
preach Islam by breaking the idols and degecrating
the temples. There are others who hold that his
chief motive was to loot the wealth of Indo-Pakistan.
He was a raider-in-chief who, in order to satisly his
thirst for wealth, “came, burnt, killed, plundered,
captured and went away.” Still there are others
who think and maintain that Mahmud +was a great
military general and conqueror and it was his am=
bition that brought him to this sub-continent. Thus
there are different views about the motives of Mah-
mud's invasions and these views may briefly be dis-
cussed here. '
\ Religious motive, There are writers who are of
“Gpinion that the chief object of Mahmud’s Indian
’ invasion was to crush idolatry and spread Islam.,
o o gl According to them, Mahmud had been especially
i ) engaged by Khalifah Qadir Billah of Baghdad tn
\ AOVLAY] - undertake the task of spreading Islam in India and
! Mahmud in his repeated invasions tried to plant
Islam in India. He destroyed the great Hindu tem-
ples of Nagarket, Somnath and other places and
compelled thousands of Hindus including many
Rajas to embrace Islam.
This view of the historians cannot be accepted
in the face of facts, The ape of Holy War was over
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il:;ggesgo. The idea of the propagation of Islam had
S to be considered a part of the duty of the The s
exer ign at the time of Sultan Mahmud. “The non- of th':mr!
eligious character of his expeditions” will be obyi- i pea-
ous to the critic who has grasped the salient features ™'fou in
characet .

of the age. It is i i ipi
Hve' fath thema s Pooeibia fo'read a religlous mo-

Mahmud was not a predacher, but a
g;.:em:l-: He was a pious Muslim h:.;t he ﬁeﬁgia;m?g?d
da?:: Teligion on others. Islam sanctions neither ven-
g4k ;r: Rl";ﬂr plundering motives of the invader.
oLl jas are said to have embraced Islam, but
= y thd 50 most probably as a political shift to es-
:Emptﬁ e fury of the conqueror and returned to their M
S azﬁafmn ag lm had turned his back on them."**® mlvh: ‘;md
Ltisa 5 erent thing if a Hindu Raja and his follow- religion oa
= mbraced Islam either for fear of defeat or for othen &
% oying privileges under Islam, “Hig religious po-
Is?ar waﬁ. bas_e_d on toleration and though zealous for
SEE R bl B e
. 0 ieve t i
:;ﬁi 2 eondition of their serﬁces.”r;»atﬂf{':t?: vféf:;ﬁ i
ks ers fought shoulder to shoulder with the Mus- m,
S aigtainst the common enemy. Had it been a Holy of a large
it would not have been possible for them to bodr of
gh_ gainst 311&1_: correligionists, Aeccording to M, El. Hiods
Ia} ;?iszlztgﬁein Idt 1st;uwhere asserted that he ever pu;
10 deatn except in battle o
-;Eugl ufﬂo;*tm Ilh}{ah_mud dmalslsna::red a g;ofinntl?;hset:rﬁ
fuslin ersia and almost all his Centra
E!épﬁg;f:orgj were against his co-religionists, IS.:SIE;;
ssed the Hindu Rajas of India, he did mot

spare _th
R §B Muslim sovereigns of Iran and Transo-

Under his beni
nign government the Hind joy-
ed complete religious freedom. He grantedlii:nl-]ﬁzj:-

dus separate quarters i
: n Ghazni where
at liberty to perform their religious ﬁtesﬂ;;ﬁ ::E

Himsdf
Mulim

"‘ Prof. M. Habib, Sultan Mehmud of Ghaenf

Eh' M ]\:‘ftl.m. Life and Times of Sultan Makwind
+ Sir W, H:ug._ Cambridge Hisory of India, Vol. 1.
§ De. M, Nazim Life and Timer of Switen Mehmod,
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monies. The Hindus were appointed to highly res-
ponsible posts and the names of Tilak Rai, Hazari
Rai and Sonal stand out prominently in the mili-
tary history of Ghazni, He also instituted a college
and a markel at Ghazni for the propagation of Hinau
eulture and Sanskrit works. 1f he was a fanatie, how
could it be possible for him to do these things ?

Mahmud, of course, destroyed some of the tem-
ples of the Hindus. This destruction of Hindu tera-
ples was a-part of his military programme, for the .
temples were the repositories of accumnulated wealth.
There are sertain ‘writers who blame Mahmud for
santon destruction of temples.” But they have for-

_gotten that it was only during war that the temples

were destroyed. He never destroyed any temple in
peace time nor any temple suffered desecration at
his hands, { he had not been aware of its riches.
He was not actuated by a desire to punish the idola-
tors nor to spread. the faith of Islam. The famous
historian al-Beruni who was an eye-witness says,
“The treasures were accumulated in the temples by
the bounty of the pious Hindus who had grown
rich by selling their surplus produce to foreign mer-
chants,” These sacred places were regarded -as in-
violate and some times even monarchs kept huge
wealth in the safe custody at these temples. Accord-
ing to Dr. Iswari Prasad, “The temples of India
* which Mahmud raided were store-houses of “enor-
mous and untold wealth and also some of these
were political centres.” Hence, the view of the cri-
tics that Mahmud invaded India again and again 1o
preach Islam by breaking the idols and desecrating
the temples is historically wrong and psychologieal-
ly untrue. 3
Political motive. According to some historiaus
Mahmud's motive in invading India was to satis-
fy his ambition of -conguest and to extend his em-
pire to this country. There is no doubt that Mah-
mud was an ambitious man and it was but natural

for him to cherish the idea of extending his empire

to the east. This idea arose out of necessity. The

North-West Frontier of India occupies a strategic

position and its occupation is of vital importance o

THE HOUSE OF GHAZNI

the kingdom of Kabul and Afchan

;;iﬂl?:?iddhem that Jaypal, lEe kii:séa:f 'Ea rgiz:idl:ﬁ
ptilias ol dg om of thf.n Punjab, viewed the rise of the
it hzm;e@; with great alarm and it was he
e 1: o Ghazni during the time of Sabuke

the Hiids o Sabiokigirs e foas eaaton At ies oe
: ] tigin, e reme - it
led and when Mahmud ascended tliahi:;]ﬁni?sfe' ::"::;d

took
up the issue, His motive was to establish a

Central Asian empire and for this, he followed a

1i
E?; tci:; ':li conquest and consolidation in the west
annexatiu?-l ezgt tli;{:h;md_ ?mainad satisfied with 1:he.
S unjab and some oth
m::l é. ah;niim: ar}d Multan. These ploces fnrmgi E’iacaf.:
= Indianninilr?s ig;fence in the east and suuthazass*;:
1 . was one of political an
if;.rﬂﬁ%? E’ISI:tEF?EBt; : _In_ additinn.tguthé mza;i?ihatha?
et rontier in the interest of his kin &1 3
R theon of the terms of the treafy by the fﬂog! ‘
; renouneing of allegiance to the ‘Saul?aur:'l
*

. 0 :
he palitical betrayal in the form of help to his en
_ 1 (3

mies, the molestation of hi i
| is Ind i i
hostile neighbours and the rebelﬂfnﬂ??hﬁﬂ:ﬂﬁﬁ
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more as a raider than as a congueror. But his cong-
Lests in the other direction and those in the sub-con-
tinent, though the latter had left little permanent
result, speak positively of:Mahmud a3 a great cong-

- yeror, He fully realised the importance of wealth

in attaining political power and when India offered
him that chance, he availed himself of it, The mo-
ney which he took from India was properly spent
for the improvement of the capital. But one thing
seerns to be certain, His frequent raids must have
caused hardship to the population of the north-wes-
tern part of this sub-continent,

\/é’ausas of Mahmud’s Success

Cissensions
ef the Hin-
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The Hindus were numerically superior to the
Muslims, but they could not stand unitedly against
the invaders. "“Whenever a confederacy was orga-
nised, its members often fell out among themselves'
and thus failed and paralysed the plans of the lea-
ders. These dissensions and mutual jealousies of
the Hindus contributed grestly to the success of

the Muslims.
methods of warf
unwieldly war e
and dangerous to-
valry laaders, offere
a crushing blow on
Muslims had better

hesion, The
under their leader against the common enemy. They

gave battle to the enemy with courage and energy.
Their enthusiasm was further heightened by the
prospect of wealtn and the love of adventure. Last-
* ly, to those cauges must be added the generalship of

are, Their absolute dependence on
lephants, which proved immaobile
fight against the well-trained ca-
d the Muslims a chance to inflict
‘them in the field. Thirdly, the
organisation, discipline and co=

tles ensured
Muslims.

_I}g's.u!ts of Mahmud’s Invasions
i
venteen expeditions int

ber of places. Almost
felt the weigh

Secondly, the Hindus followed the old |

tedchings of Isldm made them united

n Mahmud whaose tactics and diplomacy in bat-
more than anything the success of the

1t has been said that Sultan Mahmud made se=
o India and conguered a nums=-
the whole of Northern India
t of his arms, But if his Indian expes
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ditions are analysed one by one, it will reveal 1o

the readers that the results of his vi i
| 5 victories were nol
permanent, “The only permanent result of his se-

venteen expeditions was the conquest of the Pun-

Jab. Many places were con

1 5 quered, but a few

ferm_anenﬂ}’ annexed to the empir:z of Ghazni.waeﬁ
er his demise, only a portion of the Punjab, Sind

and some paris of the adjoining provinces, such as-

Multan, acknowledged the Ghaznavi zerainty
Elsewhere in India the result of his iiviéﬁfmmsﬁﬁ
'I.-zcim off, Sultan Mahmud could not establish his,
£ e in the conquered places. The Rajputs, who
Verran _the. cuunt_rias after the Sultan's departure
E;es}t}abhshed their rule in Northern India excepi:
e L LR
: 5 = L&) LS uE
the‘lP{'unJab was the net result of T}ﬂtshie:rzgttl:::te:{
Eemtmus and in consideration of this result, heé ma
e called an Indian sovereign in a limited sense v

But the effects of the invas %

mud in the political, economic. o fjliﬁha?ﬁﬂ:h-
?L t;:;Id.IH catinot be denied. (Politically; ""iﬂg"éiﬁﬁ?}
o hpave& the way for the future conquest of In-
mud ¥ the Muslims. The success of Sultan Mah-
$ 1.:1 E;i';]nsed the weakness .of the Indian political
no military systems and established the superiori-
":.rya :idti?:iplﬁg:sﬁmg ndver the Hindus 'in thepart of
5 ne and devotion to duty. | Economical-)
;g;l ;heai]:::;iiﬁgi c;used aii f;eavy ﬂraitim u%?i?:‘??;n:
ated wealth. While !

much poorer, it contributed Ereatly tf:t thrgaglﬂa hildlg

grandeur of Ghazni and enabled the Sultan E ﬁl:]
Eﬂff his schemes of war and peace, ﬁ,;ra,.ﬂj“_:‘.l
B tlﬂl: II_uIeIiahm_ud‘s invasions brought the civilization
A mngus and the Muslims into close contact
bl mutual exchange of ideas and thoughls
g ME conqueror and the conquered. “In the
[l uslim warrfors ‘and warlords came Mus-
i osm and savants who permeated the rank of
i t:;k_t},r, pmmu.l.gnted Islam in India and won
Riiunper. of converts.” ..Though conversion to Islam
e :;:y :,;:_E:t ini thg motives of Sultan Mah-

’ nvasion indi ili

the future progress of Iﬂamﬂrill:lz?r?;:?ﬂr famhtaffed

163

The conque
aif of the
Punjab was
the ooy
zesult of his
Bevenlem
expedianas

Though it
t:"l.lled 3
hcavy dnin
oa India's
'I"H!'I‘J:.' it
sdded 1o
the glory of
Ghazei

It ‘brovight
the two

! pgreat

Civilizas

«Dons  into




164

s death,

An3jo

As 2 goldier
and geoeral

- dia but there was not a single occasion when he suf-,

b HISTORY OF INDO PAKISTAN

As H-ﬁuult of ceaseless activity, Mahmud fell
i1l in 1027 and eventually his weakness conlined

<him to bed. He died in 1030 AD. at Ghazni at the

ape of sixty.

Estimate pf Sultan Mnht_nud.

e

Sultan. Mahmud is one of the greatest 'gzrna-r-.;u:'rm‘l.i-i .
ties in"the annals of Indo-Pakistan, His Indlan camy,
paigns form a brilliant record of his a¢hievements
as a soldier and general. According to Stanley
Lanepoole, Mahmud was a “great soldier and a man
of infinite courage and indefatizable energy-of mind
and body.” He led soventeen expeditions into In- -

fered 2 defeat. He had to face the combined forces
of the Rajas of India and on every occasion he de-
feated them all. Mahmud was a very cautious and
intrepid military general. According to S, M. Jaffar,
sWMahmud was endowed with a genius of war. Ie
was a scientific general, skilful in planningeand tho-
rough in' execution,” He would make fullest pre-
parations and plans before undertaking any inva-
sion. During a reign of 32 years, he “conguered
many places and extended his empire aver the whole
of the country now known as Afghanistan, the grea-
ter part of Persia, Transoxiana and the Punjab, It
was no small achievement to “develop a small
mountain principality of Ghsazni into a "}nrge and
prosperous empire by sheer force of arms. He was
a born leader of man and a mighty congueror. He
never shrank from war ; rather he tock delight in it.
His military exploits in the east etfan_ed the glories
of Alexander’s conquest from the minds of many.
His army consisted of heterogeneous elements such
as Arabs, Afghanis, Turks and Hindus but he show-
ed wonderful ability in welding together these ele-
' ments into & powerful.and invineible unit. As a con-
queror, his purpose was to achieve fame and glory

and he had achieved it. ;
Mahmud was not only a soldier and general,

but also a great empire-builder. It has been allep-
ed that he paid no atiention to the building up of

Py
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~ his empire. This view of the crities is not correct.
18 alm was 10 conquer the entire territory of his
enemies and to destroy their power and he was cer-
":illim}' Successful in achieving this object, The hos
IE neighbouring chiefs were duly punished and re-
,ﬁlaced“bg others who were friendly and loyel to
aim.  "His rule was so firmly established b th
Punjab that his family was able to take sh d'i:r-a?
Lahore after their departure from Ghazni. Hejfuunci
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_ | OWn sons a
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Wwealthy, s : t
closed.” o that the boasting and oppression was
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in check only by Argus—.eyed Sultan.” That was
why his empire crumbled to pieces after his death.

This view of the historians is not correct accor-
ding to C. V. Vaidya. There are no records to dis-
approve the statement “that it was a well-organised
and well-conducted government.” The reason why
the empire fell was not the incapability of Mahmud
to organise and consolidate. It was rather due tw
the weakness and incapability of Mahmud's succes-
sors who lacked the qualities of generalship and
statesmanship,

The chief work that hag immortalised Mahmud's.
name was his patronage of learning and literature.
Himself a poet and a scholar he appreciated the-
works of art and patronised learning. According
to Lanepoole, “From the cities of Oxus and the shores
of the Caspian, from Persia and Khurasan, he pres-
sed into his service the lights of oriental letters'™
His lavish generosity drew around him a galaxy off
eminent poets and scholars among whom al-Beruni,
Firdausi, Unsarl and Utbi desarve special mention.
Firdausi, “the Homer of the East” was the court
poet of Mahmud. He wrote the famous Shahnamah,
which is one of the best pieces of literature. He in-
vited scholars and collected literary works from all
parts of the world, He founded a university at
CGhazni and endowed it with a great librgry and,
museum. He beautified his capital with noble buil=
dings and mosques,

Sultan Mahmud was kind and just to his sub-
jects and shared in their joys and sorrows. He was
the embodiment of toleration. He allowed the Hin-
dus to perform their religious duties with the ut-

most freedom, He appointed many Hindus to high.

posts in the State. He was a pious Muslim who oh-
served all the injunctions of Islam in his daily life.
but he never forced religion on others. He knew-
the Quran by heart and possessed suffieient know-
ledee of the Hadith: A great leader of men, a just.
ruler, a gifted soldier, a dispenser of justice and a-
patron of letters, he deserves to be ranked as the
greatest king of his age and one of the greatest per—
sonalities of the world.

THE HOUSE OF GHAZHNI

Successors of Sultan Malmud

The suceessors of Sultan Mahmud ruled for more
than 150 years at Ghazni, but none of them are wor-
thy of special mention, The death of Mahmud was
followed by a war of succession between his twa sons.
Mas'ud and Muharmmad. The former gained the

upper hand and the latier was blinded and imprison-’

ed. Mas'ud was generous, brave and courteous, He
was also famous for his patronage of learning, But

he could not cope with the growing pressure of the

Saljuq Turks who defeated him in a battle near Merv.
His blinded brother, Muhammad, was again placed
on the throne by the army. Muhammad entrusted
the government to his son, Ahmad, who murdered
his uncle, Mas'ud, in prison. Mas'ud’s son, Mau-
dood avenged his father's death without any mercy
and the whole {amily of Muhammad was extirpated.
Maudood died after a troublesome rule of nine
years. After his death, the throne of Ghazni was
occupied by a number of weak rulers, who were un-
able to resist the Baljugs. The Saljugs played a very
considerable part in' the overthrow of the Ghazna-
vid empire,

The long struggle between the Ghaznavids and
the Saljugs gave the chiefs of Ghur an opportunity
of reviving their power. * The later Ghaznavid ru-
lers entered inte a fratriciddl war with the Ghuri
chiefs. Bahram Shah, one of the descendants of
Sultan Mahmud, planted the seed of blood-feud
which bore its fruit during the time of his grand-
son, Khusrau Malik, With the defeat of Khusrau
Malik at the hands of Muhammad bin Sam, the
Hotse of Ghazni and then the sovereignty of India
passed into the hands of the Ghuri chiefs.

L
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Rise of the Ghurids

The principality of Ghur lay in the hills bet-
ween Ghazni and Herat. It was conguered by Sul-
tan Mahmud in 1010 AD. Since then it was a tribu-
tory province of the Ghaznavid Empire, The Ghu=
rids had faithfully fought and served under the ban-
pner of Sultan Mahmud, But during the reigns of
his successors, they became indifferent in their alle-
giance to the Ghaznavid Sultans. The matter took
a serious turn when Qutbuddin, one of the chiefs
of Ghur, was put to death by Bahram, a descendant
of Sultan Mahmud. Saifuddin, a brother of the mur-
dered chief, became furicus at this. He marched
against Bahram and drove him out of Ghazni, Bah-
ram soon came back, defeated Saifuddin and killed
him. When Alauddin heard of the fate of his bro-
ther, he vowed to punish the Sultan of Ghazni. He
attacked Bahram and put him to flight. He sacked
the city and “for seven days the massacre raged in
full fury.” Many of ‘the splendid buildings of
Ghazni were destroved and most of its inhahitanis
killed. This act of Alauddin earned for him the title
of Jahansas (world-burner). Khusrau Shah, the son

and successor of Bahram, made an unsuccessful at- -

iempt to recover the prestige of his house. He was
succeeded by his son Khusrau Malik, who was de-
feated and killed in 1181 AD. by Muhammad bin
Sam, ;

On the death of Alanddin, his son Saifuddin
came to power, but he was soon killed in a batile
against the Ghuzz Turks. The nobles raised Ghi-
vasuddin, nephew of Alauddin, to the vacant throne,
Ghivasuddin occupied” Ghazni which had fallen in-
to the hands of the Ghuzz Turks during the reign of
Khusrau Shah. He appoinied his brother, Muham-
mad bin Sam, to the povernment of the new pro-

THE HOUSE OF GHUR

vinee and conferred upon him the title, Shihabud-
«lin. ‘The two brothers maintained perfect cordiali-
1y in their political and personal relations’ Until
his death, Ghiyasuddin enjoyed the devotion and lo-
yalty of his brother and as a mark of affection for
‘Shihabuddin, he allowed him complete freedom of
his activities. At the time of accession to the throne,
Muhammad assumed the title of Muizzuddin instead
-of Shihabuddin,

‘Cohdition of India on the eve of Muslim Conguest

The political condition of the sub-continent at
the time of Muhammad Ghuri's invasion was in no
“way better than that which Mahmud of Ghazni found
-on the eve of his invasion. The whole country was
<divided into a number of independent States which
“were in a state of internecine warfare, There was
no central controlling authority and this made the
«condition of India worse confused. Besides the
Muslim provinces, there were Rajput kingdoms in
-other parts of India,

Muslim States

(i) The Punjab. Ever since its annexation by
‘Mahmud the Punjab had been a part under the
Ghaznavid rule. At the time of Muhammad Ghuri's
dnvasion Khusrau Malik, a weak and pleasure-lov-
ing king, was its ruler and it was under him that
‘the Ghaznavid kingdom had been reduced in size
and strength,

(ii) Multan and Sind. Sultan Mahmud had
-conquered Multan and Sind, but they had become
independent by the time of Ghuri's invasion. Mul-
tan was under Karmithian dynasty and Sind under
a local tribe named Sumras.

Rajput Kingdoms

The most powerful Rajput elans which ruled
-over northern India at the time of Ghuri's invasion
were as follows: ’ '

(i) The Chauhan Kingdom ﬁt Delhi and Ajmer.
“One of the most powerful Rajput kingdoms was
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i i jmer. Prithvi-
the Chauhan kingdom of Delhi and Ajmer
raj Chauhan was the ruler of this kingdom. He:
was often in conflict with the neighbouring states.

i) The Gaharwars.or Rathors of Qansuj. Jal
Chaz&d }was. the ruler of Qanauj, Benares, Mlaha_\::a@
ete. He was an inveterate enemy of Prithviraj
Chauhan who had forcibly taken away the former's.

'daughter. As a result, the Rathor ruler of Qanauj

did not join Prithviraj Chauhan in _his fight against
the Ghuri chief. : i

if Chalukva kingdom of Gujrat an -
hiImE:E Tg'l‘:im Dev Fﬂf Chalukya dynasty was ihe ..
powerful ruler of this jmportant kingdom.
. (iv) The Chandel kingdom of Bundelkhand. Par;
mardi Deva of Chandela dynasty was the ruler of
Bundelkhand which included Kalinjar, Jhansi, Ajar
e EIB har, Due to its wealt

he Pala kingdom of Bihar, Due to1

ru]e;: }li]‘{e Kumar Pga'la (1126-30) and Madan P:l'.la'
(1130-50), the Falas were left to rule over only
some territories of Bihf.r.

(vi) The Sena kingdom of Bengal. Iﬂkshﬂ_l!‘ﬂ.
Sena was the ruler of Bengal at the time of Ghuri's.
invasion. ]

Indian Campaigns of Muhammad Ghuri

nizzuddin Muhammad bin Sam, better known
in hgory as Muhammad Ghuri, became ?he ruler ﬁl;:[
Ghazni in 1173. He-was an ambitious king and fir-
ed with the love of conquest and power. Having
established himself at Ghazni, he turned_his atten-
tion to the fertile plains of the sub-continent.
There were several factors which led_ Muh_am--
mad Ghuri to direct his arms mw.ar&s India, First-
1y, the Ghurids wanted to establish an empire but
their successive defeats at the h.ands of the _Sha‘h ut{‘
Khawarizm forced them to give up the idea o©
founding an empire in Central Asia a_nld théy now
turned their attention towards Indial Semnﬁl},:i
the Ghaznavids who were defeated and ouste
frorn Ghazni took shelter in the Punjab. They be-
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<ame $0 sirong in the country that their very pre-
sence was regarded as a source of future troubles
to the Ghurids. Hence the destruction of the, Ghaz-
navid power in the Punjab demanded the imme-
diate attention of the Ghuri king. Lastly, India
was. divided into many warring States and there
was no political unity in the country. Muhammad
‘Ghuri found in the disunited condition of India a
brilliant prospect of his success.

The - first invasion of Muhammad Ghuri was
directed against Multan which was at that time
ruled by the Karamathians, He ecaptured the city

and appointed his own governor there, From Mul-.

tan he progeeded to Uch in Sind ‘which was cap-
tured after sometime by the aid of Allah.! In 1178,
Muhammad Ghuri led an. expedition against Anhil-
wara, capital of Gujrat but he was defeated by
Bhim II, the Vaghela king of Anhilwara, Finding
it impossible to econquer India through Sind and
Multan, Muhammad Ghuri thought of congquering
the Punjab which was the key to Hindustan. In
1179, he invaded Peshawar and captured it. He
then led his expedition to the Punjab and occu-
pied Sialkot which became his base against Khus-
rau Malik, the last ruler of the Ghaznavid dynasty,
After a few years of war, Khusrau Malik was cap-
tured and imprisoned in Ghur. The Punjab was
then annexed to his empire and the Ghaznavid rule
inn West Pakistan came to an end,
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After the fall of the Ghaznavids, Muhammad .

Ghuri had to face the opposition of the Rajputs.
The rapid success of Muhammad Ghuri alarmed
FPrithviraj, the Chauhan ruler of Dell! and Ajmer.
He gathered a big force which, according to Ferish-
ta, included 2,00,000 horses and 200 elephants and
marched against the Ghuri. chief. In 1191 AD,
both the armies met in the field of Tarain near
Thaneswar and a battle was fought in which the
Muslims. were defeated and routed, But Muham-
mad Ghuri did not lose heart at this failure.

H_aj.ring organised a strong armpy, Muhamma;:l
Ghuri invaded India in 1192 A.D. He, with a force

of 1,20,000 cavalry, reached a place near Tarain and
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g, Prithviraj appealed tp‘the Raj=~
eﬂgaﬁfgist?s r_-',oin him against the Muslim mvat.t:zr]';
?l iz said that as many as 130 Ha]p}u. pn%?es 11;';1:{1:'
the exception of the Raja of Qanauj lent ?:T‘m"ishta
help and Prithviraj’s forces, according to }E; han":
came to 5,00,000 horses and _3,ﬁﬂ1]_elephants. 1-”' H:e-
mad Ghuri adopted a new tactics nf_att&cns‘d red'
divided his army into four divisions and or t?me
one division to engdge the Rajputs at '?rfe e
while the others were resting. The div siﬁn i
further ordered to pretend or feign H,}g_ ¢ ahIs:-
sometime of fighting. The battllu started Ln tb ev o
ric field of Tarain and the Hajputs fought bra 'Eto-
but the new tactics t:li MUhPagma?m?hﬁiie E{:rr;:mr o

- strong for them, v ]
:2;;3? from tﬁe battle field but he was captured and
put to death. f
cond battle of Tarain is one of the deci-
sive*rkggttf:s in the history of Ipdf:-Paklstan. It was
the decisive vietory of the Muslims over the com-

" bined forces of the Rajputs. According to V. A.

ith, * cond battle of Tarain in 1192 may be
fggl;?gﬂ"ﬂ;; ﬁe decisive contest which assured the

 ultimate success of the Muhammadan attack on Hin-

Y It shattered the suj- macy of the.Raj-
gﬁfsta::nd established the Muslim empire in Indo-
Pakistan. The victory at Tarain really laid the
foundation ‘of Muslim rule in the sub-continent.

second battde of Tarain, Muhammad
Ghu?iﬂ::tut:‘:edefj Ghazni and his trusted heute;:—--_
ant, Qutbuddin Aibak was _ent_rusted with the
charge of his conquered territdries. Mhak was H:
man of military ability and political insight,
consolidated and extended the conquests of his
master. * He soon conguered Neerut, Ifiﬂil {m.-;_t-
dern Aligarh) and Delhi. He made Delhi the capi-
tal of the empire (1194) thinking that Lehore was-
too far from hig new possessions,

In 1194 AD, Muhammad Ghuri agaih came lo
India in order to subdue Jai Chand of Qanauj, the
mortal enemy of Prithviraj. Qutbuddin joined his
master with his force. Jai Chand met the combinedt
forces of his enemy and was defeated in a battle at

L,
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Chandwar, The vietorious army then proceeded
to Benares and captured it According to Prof, S,
R. Sharma, “The fall of Jai Chand at Chandwar
made Mithammad the master of the political as weil

as the religious capitals of Hindustan, Ganauj and
Benaresg.”

, On the departure of Muhammad Ghuri io
Ghazni, his able viceroy Qutbuddin Aibak continu-
ed the work of conquest, In 1196 AD, he captured
Gwalior and then marched against Bhim Deva of
Anhilwara. He conquered Anhilwara in Gujrat
(1198) which had successfully resisted the Muslim
arms under Muhammad. Ghuri in 1178, -

In 1202, Qutbuddin Aibak invaded Kalinjar
which was the military capital of Parmardi Deva,
the Chandela king of Bundelkhand, The Chandelas
offered a strong resistance to the Muslims but ulti-
mately they were defeated and thg fort of Kalin-
jar fell into the hands of the Muslims. Mahoba
and Kalpi were next conquered. Thus, all the im-
portant places of Northern Tndia were brought un-
der the control of the Muslims by Qutbuddin.

While Qutbuddin Aibak was bringing Northern

India under the sway of his master, Ikhtiyaruddin
Muhammad bin lieutenant of

Bakhtiyar Khalji, a
Qutbuddin, was extending the Turkish supremacy
over Eastern India., Muhammad bin Bakhtiyar
Khalji was an outstanding figure in the history of
Bengal. In his early life, he tried but failed to se-
cure a job both in Ghazni and Delhi. He at last
took service under Malik Husamuddin Ughulbak,
the commander of the Benares and Oudh divisions
and was assigned the villages of Bhapawat and
Bhiuli, Here he was able to colleet a number of his
tribesmen and with their help, Bakhtiyar Khalji
captured Udantapuri, the capital of Bihar which
was then ruled by the Pala kings,
tonquest under the governmeht of Delhj and with
the permission of Qutbuddin, he invaded Bengal. He
marched towards Nadia, the capital of Bengal, with
such rapidity that only 18 horsemen could keep pace
with him. He. was so bold that he did not hesitate to
launch an attack with this small force, On hearing
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ho was tak=
he f his attack, Lakshman Sen w
;AE Ilﬁ:mm?aals. fled away by a back-door andl t:':;};
s?lglter at Vikrampur nefar Sumrg:]??.wfﬁﬁns}erh
t OVErnm 15 trs
:ZET: eﬁniﬁiaﬁé? ;: aG a?:r.g The sucﬁasif}t::} cgnlq{xﬁsl’;?
i dened Bakhtiya
of Bihar and Bengal embol A
cided to invade Tibet. In 1 :
E%?E:tdexpeditinn and marched irnnﬁ I:;ev}lf;t l.{a:::
Dinajpur) with 10,000 horsemen. uhi S
tempt ultimately ended in failure, On his rt o
‘EurI:ze:.r to Devkot most of his soldiers were lost a
:}ime died at Devkot in 1206 AD.

After the death of his elder brother, Ghiyasud-

din. in 1203, Muhammad Ghuri became the undis-

Last years
of Muham-
mad Ghun
mdang:rhd
by revelts

His: aspssis
nation, 1300,

Betier mili-
tary techs
nigee of the
Buslims

l;.'*_ ."}.{ }

L )

ted ruler of Ghazni, Ghur and Delhi. Bli:é h;; Eui?;'i;-
Ho as soon endangered by some Tevo A
nel wtians In 1204, he attacked the Sha dDI b
Eu;rrfz?m in' Central Asia, but was badlg ;;s ESDDI‘:
¥he- Sultan with great difficulty Eslfa};zr;:es o
s this disaster was nuised_ahroa::l, the I
fusi began to work. The majority g Bovets
fumltmirm Earlnus provinces revolted andh ;::i e
?l?;;selves independent, The gates nfB?xt :he i
Multan were closed against the Sultan, L
dau erous of these rebellions was that ﬂb S
khggs who created trouble in the Punja W
mad Ghuri along with his able leutenant,

ions
din marched to India, suppressed the rebellions

i a crushing defeat on the Kho-
werw&iﬁ?&?ﬂ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂtan and Ghazni, H{:t he r%y:.
Irl:1.“111-15'1.r.¢.- long to enjoy the fruits of his la m;:na;ic
iy 11; acherously assassinated in 1206 by a denn
wash H;{hnkhar tribe when he was going to ey
?quft;nel.ahure and stayed at Damik (in Jhelum .
trict).

uses of Muslim Success .
i A curious student might wel’l_ nnqu;r;[ :‘}n‘;};ﬁdﬂﬁ
auses of Muslim success at the time o e
Ehazni as well as of Muhammad Gh_uri. =_:u g
to the British writers of Indian h]'s'}ﬂ.m?h Jsh g8
Elphinstone, Lanepoole and V, A. Sfm’il s o Bueeest
uipthe Muslims was due to the fact that they

| 1ME

SUCCESS was the lack of

military development. T

Wwar.” The differen
plor for the suee
WMindus, The Turks were

- unity among the

rsighted statesman, He
itical condition of India

Ud did not aim

try. India, at that time,

riors, but the dissensions
stood in the way of, maki
the ruler in.danger against the enemy. The army
organisation was based on an out-worn conception,
The ill-organised and ill-equipped army could not
cope with the Turks who were ahead of them in

keep themselves in touch with the late
ment in military organisation and meth
ing. Regarding the defect of the
system, Dr. Habibullah savs,
the Rajput military system
every thing on the issue of a singla
not make any distinction between

and military enthusiasm, Islam is a reli
| and brotherhood. The idea o
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superior to the Indian army in respeet of military
technique. But the most important cause of Muslim
political unity in the coun-

Was a congeries of states.
Various parts of fhe country were ruled by indivi-

dual rulers who did not combine to put up a united
defence against the invaders in moment of national
crisis, It is true that the Rajputs were good war-
among the Rajput chiefs
IE a common cause with

Lack %f pa-
litical uniry.

he Hindus did not try to

‘Bstimate of Mubhammad Ghuri
Muhammad Ghuri was a

great politician and 4
fully realised the rotten
and therefore decided to

Wablish a permanent kingdom here. Sultan Mah-
al permanent conquests in India.

ults except in the shape of the conquest of the

Bl was quite different, o

njab. The poliey of Muhammad Ghur; in this res-

€ conquered the country
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od of ﬁght—- :mhtn_ryl
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ce of ideology constituted another
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taate system created obstacles to un
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of the conquest of India after the bgtt}e of Tarain
and he completed the task with reputation. Though

t

the traditions estab :
The founder 10 9an his able successors, the Turkish slaves who

of the Mus- g after him. He lives in history not as a mere

lim. Empire

the hands of Prithviraj Chauhan. Such defeats aro
never heard of during the career of Sultan Mahmud.
Moreover, even the victories of Muhammad Ghuri,
whatever he had, were mostly due to his lieutenants
like Qutbuddin Aibak and Ikhiivaruddin Muham-

he life of Muhammad Ghuri came to a trapgic end,
lished by him were continued

ire-builder. Muhammad
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and consolidated his conquests, His first and fore- e OR-CHER 177

most aim was to found a permanent Muslim empire was far more brilliant thun that of the latter. Mah-
Aimed 8t in India and he furnished during his life time all the mud led as many as seventeen expeditions to Hind
permanent resources required for the maintenance of this em- and never suffered a reverse, But Muhammad Ghuri
Jonquest pire, He trained under his guidance a number of was an ordinary soldier and suffered many defeats
in India able administrators who amply justified his confi- in India. He was defeated by Bhim Dev of Anhil-

dence and trust. Qutbuddin Aibak was left in charge wara (Gujrat) in 1178 AD. In the first battle uf'ﬂ s

5 genera

Tarain (1191 A1) he suffered a miserable defeat at Lo widiors

fim Er conqueror, but as an emp mad bin Bakhtiyar Khalji. As a military general, Mu-
in India Gh\?ri is, therefore, justly r.-a!le:d the founder of the hammad Ghuri was pragrtically no mafeﬁ for S;Jltzzi
Muslim Empire in Indo-Pakistan. : Mahmud, Secondly, as regards their attitude towards
Muhammad Ghuri was one of the most remark- the invasions of this esuntry, Muhammad Ghuri was
able figures in Medieval India. He was a man of greater than Mahmud, The former has been called
courage, enterprise and spirit. He had to fight against the founder of the Muslim empire in India. Muham-
the Hindu States incessantly for several years and mad Ghuri took great care in conselidating his con-
during this period he showed extraordinary coolness. guests. He clearly saw the political disunity and
and perseverance. It was no small credit for him weakness of Rajput India and wanted to found & A, founders|
Reniarka- that he, with limited resources, was able to establish Muslim empire there. With this end in view he| of Mustim |
?bli :;E:i:l. a large empire “which extended from Afghanistan . tnok a different policy from that of Mahmud, His t‘mll‘i"-'. ; l
anw to Bengal! Like other rulers of Indo-Pakistan, he @ monquest went hand in hand with the work of con- ./ e
ted in learning and literature and scholars polidation. He rendered a great service to the cause

g

was interes )
like Fakhruddin Razi enjoyed his patronage, He
was a man of action, full of life and energy and un-
failing resources. He was 'a God-fearing and just
spvereign' whe was well-known for his sympathg:

and kindness to his subjects.

Comparison between Muhammad Ghuri and Sul

Mahmud

Muhammad Ghuri and Sultan'-Mahmud are th

two important personalities of this sub-continen

during the medieval age. Both Muhammad _Ghu ]
and Mahmud were enterprising soldiers and invad
od India time and again. A careful and close st
tiny of their respective achievements a_nd charactel
shows that they resembled each other in more thai
one respect and differed in many respects, Firstly
Mahmud was far more a great general than Muham
road Ghuri and the military career of the form

of Islam in the sub-continent. The invasions of Mal-
mud are also reégarded as great services to the cause
of Islam, But his role in this respect is not so impor-
tint as that of Muhammad Ghuri. He invaded India
lther to collect the wealth of the Hindu temples or
0 chastise the disaffected Hindu Rajas, With the
#xception of the Punjab, his invasions did not leave
any permanent result. He invaded this country not
{or the purpose of establishing an empire there, but
for the enlargement of his Central Asian empire,
Thirdly, boith Mahmud and Muhammad Ghuri were
Wreat statesmen and they were guided by reason an
#ircumstances. The former realised that it was n£
ssible for him to found an empire both in Central
ia and India and so he did not try to annex his
ronquered places in the sub-continent ta his domi-
nlons, I.{E built up the Ghaznivid empire and en-
r!r'hr.-c_l it with the wealth of India. Muhammad
Gihuri also realised the impossibility of building up

As sateimen |
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empire in Central Asia in the face of the Kha-
f:.{:triznls upposition. Hence he turm_:d_ his attention
to India with the object of establishing a permanent
empire there and the political cqnditmn of the coun-
try favoured his design and facilitated his tasl-:: As
statesmen, both were successful in their objects.
Lastly, Mahmud was a great pairon of art and Jearn-
ing, while Muhammad Ghuri was a mere soldier and
politician, The former had gathered ad_large numhe::'
of poets and scholars in his cum;-‘t like 1&1-]3erun,;,
Uthi and Ferdausi. He also built Clelestial Bride”,
the Jame-Masjid of Gha'ni, HE haq a library, ;
museum and rany buildings in Ghazni. Muharma
Ghuri, on the other hand, showed little mteres@_in
art and learning. He might have shown generosity
to learned men, as Ferishta says, but he did not
evinee so keen an interest in art and letters as Mak-
mud did, It is in this context that Lanepoole con-
ciders Muhammad Ghuri an apscure figure when
compared to Sulian Mahmud,

b, 7% .
% CHAPTER V i
Z _
'\_Mmm TURKISH EMPIRE OF DELHI
(1206-—1290)
Introduction

The Early Turkish Empire, which lasted from
1206 to 1200 AD. is popularly known to the students
of hiztory as the ‘Slave Dynasty' and it is sometimes
known ag the Pathan or Afghan dynasty.* It is gene-
rally believed that the dynasty derives its name
from Qutbuddin who was originally a slave, There
is no doubt that some of the rulers of the Early Tur-
kish Empire had been, at the beginning of their
careers, slaves, But it is also true that a slave is-no
longer- a slave when he is manumitted by his
master and no slave could ascend a ihrone unless he
had obtained a letter of manumission from his mas-
ter. Qutbuddin Aibak got a letter of freedom from
the nephew and successor of his royal master. Iltuf-
mish and Balban were also ‘manumitted by their
masters before their accession to the throne, So it s
clear that none of these rulers was a slave. m
they were slaves, they were not rulers and when
they were rulers, they were not slaves. Besides, the
successors of Iltutmish were not slaves but the Sul-
tan’s own sons and daughter. With the exception
of three rulers, almost all the Sultans had royal
blood in their veins and hence it will be wrong to
include them in the rank of slaves. -

9 The early Sultans of Delhi were Turks and not
Afghans or Pathans. gﬁbuddin Alibak was brought
from Turkistan and fSold to Qazf Fakhruddin of

shapuis. & author of the Nishtit Namah says,
“No slave bought at a price has ever become a king
%ammg the Turks.” Tt is also to be remeni-

red here that all the Sultans did not belong to one

* Dr. A, B, Habibullah calls it the Mamlike dynasty in his book,
*The Feundation of Muslim Rule in lndia*
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family or dynasty. The accession of Qutbuddin, II-
tutmish and Balban to the throne of Delhi, has es-
tablished this fact that Islam makes no distinction
between master and servant. The road to power is
open to talent and in this respeet Islam has proved
that a slave of to-day may be a king of to-morrow
provided that he possesses merit, intellipence, saga-
city and skill,

Sultan Qutbuddin Aibak (1206-10)

Sultan Muhammad Ghuri had left no male is-
sue and so his empire was divided among his Tur-
kish slaves who were trained up in the art of war-
fare and administration,

Of all the slaves of Muhammad Ghuri, Qutbud-
din Aibak played the most important role in the his-
tory of Indo-Pakistan. Qutbuddin was purchased
early in life by Qazi Fakhruddin Kufi of Nishapur
who gave him the best education and most efficient
training. After the death of the Qazi, he was sold
to a8 merchant who brought him to Ghazni where he
was bought by Sultan' Muhammad Ghuri, By his
devotion and service, he soon endeared himself to
his master who raised him te the position of Aniir
Akhur (Lord of the stables). He accompanied the
Sultan during his Indian expeditions and as a gene-
ral, he made a deep impression upon the mind of the
Sultan. After the second battle of Tarain, Mitham-
mad Ghuri left him in charge of the Indian posses-
sions. Qutbuddin fully justified the confidence plac-
ed in him by his master. Within a short time, he
extended the territory of the empire by capturing
Hans, Meerut, Delhi, Ranthambar, Koil and Qanauj.
He had also due share'in the conquest of Benares,
Kalinjar and Mahoba. Bengal and Bihar were con-
guered by his lieutenant, Muhammad bin Bakhtiar
Khalji. The eredit for this conguest goes to Qutbud-
din, ’ :

On the assassination of Muizuddin Muhammasd
bin Sam, his nephew Ghiyasuddin Mahmud, who
succéeded him as Sultan of Ghur, bestowed the title
of Sultan on Qutbuddin and sent him a canopy of
State along with a letler of manumission. Qut=

THE EARLY TURKISH EMPIRE OF DELII

buddin proceeded to Lahore and there ascended

throne in 1208 AD, After the CEremony was nvt::
the Sultan returned to Delhi. He soon came into
-cc-_nﬂir.:t v_ur.rﬂ.h the rival chief Tajuddin Yalduz who
with a view to conquering the Punjab, drove its gov-

ernor and . teok possession of the city. He defeated.

Yalduz ir_f a battle and forced him to flee to Kuhistan,
‘Qutbuddin became so powerful that the Khutbe was
read and coins struck in his name. But he con « nog
enjoy the fruits of his labours for long. He sud-
denly died on November, 1210 AD, when playing
Chaugan (polo) and was buried. at Lahore.,

Estimate of Quitbuddin Aibak

Qutbuddin was the first inde endent Sul
laid the foundation of Muslim ruEI:e' in Irfdo-ljaal-r:lis‘;ﬁ?
A great warrior, a man of infinite courage and inde-
fatigable energy of mind and body, Qutbuddin stands
5 a prominent figure among the rulers who roze
through sheer merit and efforts to the position of
power and glory. The author of the Turikh-i-Fak/i-
ruddin Mubarak Shal says, “His valour bravery
and enterprise are such that if Rustam were: alive
he would have taken pride in having been his Hajﬂ:
(Chamberlian) ” » During a period of 20 years he
averran t tl}.ﬁjme_ﬁﬁg@:;ﬁrmﬁm the Indus
1o the Ganges and_uf;inl_tﬂe Himalayas down 10 the
E%ggg%i%?ﬁd s conquests In Tndo-Pakistan ‘were
der, rea Flar more permanent than a i
predecessors’. On his acﬁm_'n—u;_'ﬁ}%iﬂ%r?é"?::
took great pains in establishing peace and tranquili-
ty throughout his dominions and strengthened his
Position by matrimonial relation with the royal
chiefs who were also slaves like him, He married
the sister of Tajuddin Valduz and gave his sister in
marriage to Qubacha and his daughter fo Iltutmish,

Qutbuddin was a good administrato san
un—N:'zarr_li, author of Taj-ul-Ma'athir sn;:s, I-l:if‘;g
Sultan dispensed even-handed justice toethe people
and. exerted himself to promote the beace and pros-
perity of the realm,” “During his reign of peace and
iransquility,” says the same authoer, “treasury requir-
*d no guard, the folk needed no shepherd so much
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thal the wolf and sheep drank water side hy_ side
out of the same pond. The very mention of thieves

and thelt was out of question,” Qutbuddin was t!m
second Hatem whose generosity is praised by all his-

"torians who style him as Lokhbakhsha because “his

gifts were bestowed in hundreds of thousands” He
was an ardent follower of Islam and took inferest in
its propagation, But he was never guilty of perse-
cution of the Hindus. “The Hindus were treated
with kindness, though the Sultan like a mighty figh-
ter in the way of God captured thousands as slaves
during his wars,” says Dr, Iswariprasad, Many
Hindus were employed in his army and in the reve-
nue administration, The Ulema and theslearned
wera held in the highest esteem.

Sultan Qutbuddin ‘was a patron of letters, had
a cultured court and a society of educated men.’
Two mosques built by him—one at Delhi and the
other at Ajmer speak of his devotion to Islam and
love of art and architecture. Prave and capable,
just and generous, Qutbuddin was one of the great
pioneers of Muslim conquest of Indo-Pakistan.

Aram Shah
“On the death of Qutbuddin Aibak, the nobles
raised Aram Shah, who was neither son nor brother

to the Sultan, to the throne of Delhi. But the new
. Sultan soon proved himself quite inefficient and un-

popular. The nobles then invited Iltutmish, the son-
in-law of Qutbuddin and the governor of Badaun, to
ascend the throne. Iltutmish accepted the invita-
tion and defeated Aram Shah in a battle near Delhi.

J Sultan Shamsuddin Iltutmish (1211—36)

Early
Carecr

Titutmish ascended the throne of Delhi in 1211

He belonged to the renowned Ilbari tribe in Turkis-
tan. His intelligence, sagacity and handsome ap-
pearance excited the jealousy of his brothers who,
sold him into slavery in infancy. Iltutmish receiv-~
ed his early education and training in the cultured:
family of the Chief Justice of Bokhard. He was first
purchased by one Jamaluddin who brought him ta-
Ghazni, when Qutbuddin, the Viceray of Delhi, .

" tion. §}
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bought him at a high price’ The Viceroy was so
much pleased with his loyalty and eapability that he
soon made him the governor of Badaun and gave his
own daughter in marriage to him. Iltutmish had
helped Sultan Muhammad Ghuri in quelling the re-
bellion of the turbulent Khekhar tribe of the Punjob
and in recognition of his service he was manumitted
by his master at the Sulian's order.

On his accession to+the throne, Itutmish found
himself confronted with innumerable dangers and
difficulties. He had t against Tajuddin  ¥Yal.
duz, i} [ azni,_and Nasiruddin Qubacha of
Sind, who were asserting their independence. Ali
bin Mardan Khalji, the governor of Bengal, had
thrown off his allegiance to Delhi after the death of
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Qutbuddin Aibak. Besides, the Hindu princes and o his

Flliﬂfs were seething with discontent at their loss of
mdcpendgnce, -To add fo these troubles, some of
the Quibi amirs expressed their resentment against

_the rule of Iltutmish, But the Sultan was not the
man to fail or falter in the face of these difficultics.

He devoted himself {o the task of establishing his
authority in right earnest and with firm determina-

Tltutmish first took a strong action against those
Qutbi nobles who had revolted against him and re-
fused to recognise his sovereignty. He marched
against them near Delhi and brotight the whole of
the principality of Delhi under his control. But the
safety of the empire depended upon the sSuppression
of the rival chiefs and he now turned his attention
towards them. Tajuddin Yalduz, a slave of Mu-
hammad Ghuri became the ruler of Ghazni after the
death of the master. He, being driven from Ghazni
hy the Shah of Khwerizm in 1224, came to Lahore
and occupied the Punjabi~He wanted to establish
his independent power and even to assert his autho-
rity over the Sultan. So Iltutmish was nbl}ged tn
wage war against him. Yalduz was defeated in the
field of Tarain (1216) and was imprisoned in the fort
of Badaun where he ultimately breathed his last,
After the overthrow of Yalduz, Iltutmish determined
to take action against Nasiruddin Qubacha who had
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occupied Lahore, but he was expelled from that eity
by Iltutmish in 1217. His power was finally eruslh-
ed in 1228, :

In 1221, a new and a most terrible danger threat-
ened the Sultan of Delhi. The Mongols under their
leader, Chingiz Khan, came down from their moun-
tain steppes in Central Asia, ravaged and devastated
the countries that came in their way, They had no
regard for human life and committed atroeities even
without any provocation. The first Muslim state
which felt the weight of the Mongol attack was that
of Khwarizm Shah who was discomfitted and tool
shelter in Astrabad, His eldest son, Jalaluddin Shah
fled to Hindusthan, took refuge in Lahore and sent
‘an envoy to. Iltutmish to beg for an asylum in his
dominions. Iltutmish feared the Mongol hordes and
in order to save his empire from their attack refused
diplomatically to give him shelter in the dominion
saying that the climate of Dielhil would not suit hin,
Therenpon Khwarizim Shah cntered into an alliance
with the Khokhars and with the help of these new
allies he attacked Nasiruddin Qubacha and defeated
him. Shortly afterwards he went to Persia where
he was eventually murdered by a fanatic. The heat
of India became intolerable to the Mongols who afufr
plundering Sind and Western Punjab retired to their
own lands. Thus India was saved from the hand of
one of the most savage and ferocious raiders known
to history.

Freed from the rival chiefs and the Mongol me- .

nace, Itutmish started a series of conquests. He
first turned his attention to Bengal where Ghiyasud-
din Khalii had declared independence and assumed
the royal title. In 1223, Iltutmish led a vast army
against him. Ghiyasuddin Khalji offered his sk~
mission without fighting, renounced the royal title,
acknowledged the authority of the Sultan of Delhi
and paid him tributes, But as seon as the Sul-
tan returned to Delhi, Ghiyasuddin re-asserted
his independence, attacked Bihar and expelled
its governor. Nasiruddin Mahmud, the ¥on of the
Sultan and governor of Oudh, invaded Bengal
and captured it. Bengal was made over to hin.

THE EARLY TURKISH EMPIRE OF DELMI

In 1228, Iltutmish marched apainst Nasiruddin Qu-
‘bacha, the governor of Uch and Multan and defeated
him near Bhakkar. But while Qubacha was run-
ning away to save his life, he was accidentally
<irowned in the Indus,

In.1229, Iltutmish received a robe of honour and
-a patent of investiture from the Khalifah of Baghdad
who had recognized him as the Sultan of India.

After consolidating his position at home, Iltut-
mnish turned against the Rajput Rajas who had re-
volted and recaptured their lost kingdoms during
the weak rule of Aram Shah, Meanwhile, Iltutmish
had recaptured Ranthambar in 1226 AD, and a year
later it was followed by the capture of Mandawar
in the Siwalik hills, In 1231 A.D, he attacked Gwa-
lior, besieged the fort for eleven months and at last
defeated its ruler, Mangal Dev, He next marched
against Malwa and easily conquered the towns of
Bhilsa and Ujjain in 1234 AD. His last campaign was
undertaken against Banian in 1235, but he had to
abandon it on account of illness,

Before his death the Sultan was pressed by his
courtiers to nominate a successor to the future throne
and he mentioned the name of his daughter, Raziya,
‘who was a better candidate for the exalted office

}2;3 his surviving sons, The Sultan died in April,

Estimate of Sultan INtutmish

When Iltutmish ascended the throne, the Turkish
nation was sore beset, the country was full of rivals
and hostile chiefs, and the rebellious nobles and the
vanquished Rajas and Ranas were threatening the
®xistence of the Sultanate of Delhi. The situation
Was most critical and Itutmish, by his foresight,
energy and military skill, proved himself equal t
the situation. With an iron hand he suppressed the
rebellious nobles, erushed the power of the rivals
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like Yalduz and Qubacha and recovered the lost pro-

vinees, He secured the Sultanate of Delhi diploma-
tically from the Mongol invasion by warding off
their invasion. Had the rival chiefs and the Rajput
princes been successful in their plans and designs,
the empire of Hindustan would have been lost and
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the Muslim rule in India would not have been pos-
sible. To him belongs the credit of having saved the
infant Muslim empire in the sub-continent from be-

ing nipped in the bud. He not only saved the em-.

pire and rescued his people from danger, but also
added the provinces of Sind and Malwa to the demi-
nions of his master. In this he had not, as Qutbifd-
din had, the moral and material support of a great
empire. What he accomplished, he accomplished by
himsef in the face of troubles and dangers. In con-
sideration of his contributions to the growth of Mus-

lim rule in India, Iltutmish may rightly be called the-

real founder of the Sultanate of Delhi,
Brave and courageous, Iltutmish never hesitated

to meet the enemy in the open field. In the suppres-

sion of the Gakkhars he displayed a great feat of

valour and bravery. His fighting spirit, material vi-

. gour, physical strength and dashing courage combin-

ed with statesmanlike qualilies and diplomatic
moves placed him on the peak of glory and renowi.
He clearly understood his pesition and decided that
his policy must be steady ronsolidation rather then
expansion. He took every step towards the consoli-
dation of his empire. It was he who consolidated
the conguest of Muhammad Ghuri and “gave the new
born Turkish empire in India a cohesion which it
had not found under Qutbuddin.”

Tltutmish was a good ruler. He laid the foun-
dation of an organised administrative system. Be-
fore him, the administrative machinery of the em-
pire was ill-organised. With the help ef Muhammad
Junaydi and Fakhrul Mulk Asmi, departments were
set up ‘at the centre and regular records began to be
kept. According to LH, Qureshi, Iltutmish “gave
benign and sound administration to the hitherto
disorganised and dismembered empire.” He also had
a pgreat sense of justice and aecording to Ibn Batuta,
he had fixed a chain and bell in his palace so that the
aggrieved persons may not have any difliculty in ap-
proaching the Sultan for justice.” Iltutmish built a
college at Delhi. Roads were constructed and jun-
gles were cut down in his time. He was the first
Muslim ruler who introduced a purely Arabic coin-
He adopted the silver fanka, the ancestor of

age.

THE EARLY TURKISH EMPIRE OF DELHI

the modern rupee weighing 175 grains as the stand-
ard coin. The extraordinary dexterity with which
he reorganised the state, administered justice and
systematised civil and military departments and,
above all, his kingly honour gave him a remarkable
place in the history of India.

Sultan Itutmish surpassed almost all other Sul-
~ dans of Delh in his fitness as a king and in excel-

Creth: Minsr-at Delki

fee a8 a man. The contemporary historian, Min-
Wlus-Siraj says, “Never was a sovereign so virtus
N, kind-hearted and reverent towards the learned
il the divines that sat upon the throne of Delhi”
mssed of outstanding abilities, intellect and high

Hig! place
in - history
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moral character, Iltutmish proved to be a just, ge-
nercus and sagacious ruler. He was a pious Mus-
lim and spent huge sums of money on charitable
purposes. In spite of his military pre-otcupation,
Itutmish established schools and colleges in the em-
pire. He was also a great patron of letters. The-

poets, scholars and divines of foreign countries ad- 10 & high post,

achievements in arts and architecture. He was 'a

which was completed by him in 1231-32 AD. stands
as an imperishable testimony to his greatness. A
magnificent mosque built by him at Ajmer testifies
to his love of architecture. The reign of Iltutmish
forms the climax of Turkish rule in Indo-Pakistan
and he may justly be regarded as the greatest ruler
of the Early Turkish Empire of Delhi,

Ruknuddin Firuz 10246 — 3%

The nobles disregarded the nomination of the_
late Bultan and raised Ruknuddin Firuz, the eldest
son of Iltutmish, to the throne, But the new Sultan
soon proved worthless and incapable and was re~
placed by his able sister Raziya. Ruknuddin and
his mother, Shah Turkan, were thrown into prison.

Sultana Ruziya (1286—40) 80 of Delhi, With het
The throne of Delhi was not a bed of roses. On | :
her accession Raziya found herself surrounded witiy M the so-called infirm

the throne. Altunia was
in the office and s he

Were put to death

dangers and difficulties. Muhammad Junaydi, th _
Wazir of the empire, and some of the provincial go-
vernors could not reconcile themselves to the rule
of a woman and formed a conspiracy against her,
But by her courage and superior diplomacy she soon
cverpowered the enemies and restored orde
throughout the dominion, “From Lakhnauti to De-
bal and Damrilah all the maliks and amirs tendered
obedience and submission,” says Minhaj-us-Siraj.
After victory over the rebellious maliks, Raziya res-
tored order in Bengal. The rulers of Bengal and
Uch voluntarily offered their submission.

Raziya was not, however, allowed to enjoy a
peaceful reign. She ignored the opinion of orthodox

il with all the qualities

b not of the right
of men oll these v%zh'tu:;:

n Shuh (1240—42)
like Ruknuddin His rej
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The new Sultan, Bahram
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Muslims by casting off female

elusion of the “Zenana ' She w%a:em;:ﬁ; I:Idmiea;?

:;ans:mted public business in open ‘Darbar’, But
€ main charge brought against her was that she

#ippointed an Abyssinian, named Jalaluddin Yaqut,

This wad not liked by the Turki
sh nghl
the Forty whom Htutmish had organised az !nui-;s anr.f
:ﬁ::ri su%p;mrtg: wanted to remove her from Pﬁ:e
e, € Lovernor of the Punjab w
10 rise in revolt in 1239 but the rélbellio;swtim e
s&ed By Raziya, Next Ikh
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Nasiruddin Mahmud died in 1266 after a reign

of 20 years. He was 3
: ik vas just, gerer i
?;mple dand God-fearing. HEEwasﬂ:si::frTzEunsfl f:;:tf-'
wﬁ’ sjind the learned, He had no servant and his o
€ had to cook with her own hands. It iz said that flt:l}rﬁm

he earned his livel
the QUJ.'&H.. Is livelihood b:" Mwing €aps and cup}fin,g

filuence of the nobles who were known as the ‘Forty’.
During his reign the Mongols invaded the Punjab,
sacked Lahore and laid the city waste. The king
Weak raler  Wag too weak to take steps against them. The

‘Forty’ besieged him in the White Fort at Delhi and

put him to death,

The nobles then placed Masud, a grand-son of

Masud, 3 Tltutmish on the throne, but the new king proved to
ﬁ?;’fﬁ;ﬂ be worse than the previous ruler. The ‘Forty' soon
dethroned him and raised his uncle Nasiruddin Mah-

mud to the thrane. :
Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud (1246.66)

Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud was an amiable and
pious king who led the life of a saint. He left the
affairs of the State in the hands of Ghiyasuddin Bal-
ban who was a Turkish slave of Iltutmish. Balban
amply' justified his choice and proved a capable ge-

Rilban 3 neral and statesman. He was honotired with the ti-
winier of e of Ulugh Khan by the Sultan. When the Mon- -
Nasiroddin gols made their appearance in 1246 on. the: frontier
Mahisd of India he crossed the Ravi, ravaged the Jud and
. Jhelum (hills) and suppressed the Khokhars and
: other tribes of the Salt Range, The turbulent Hindu
chiefs of the Doab were also subdued and repressed

and the power of the Mewatis was crushed.

The victories over the Mongols and the refrac-
tery Hindu chiefs enhanced the prestige and influ-
ence of Balbzn and two months later he was raised
to the post of lieutenant (Naibul Mulk) of the king=
dom. His cousin, Sher Khan was appointed govers

Bithd nor of Multan, But when a charge of nepotism was
Nhavst®  brought agéinst him by Ima uddin- Reihan, a
kish noble, the former was dis Harged from his pos

but brought i !
back 1w ?1'!5 Raihan's arrogance soon displeased the Turkish n

pest agsin bles and Balban was again brought back to hig pre-
vious post and position. On his return to pow

Balban tried to crush the power of his opponen ]
Qutlugh Khan who rose in revolt in Oudh was sup
pressed. Towards the close of this reign an €nva
of Halagu Khan, the grandson of Chingiz Khan
came to the court of Delhi. He was to cordially re
ceived that the Mongols were completely ove

whelmed.

£hi i
Ghiyasuddin Balban (1266:88) — Slave . 2 .

In the prime of youth Balban w
ras captur
jhe I.;Iﬂngpls, who sold him as a slave trfI Khefwagi
bl;f:::ta ;.::li;n Basri of Baghdad. Jamaluddin Basii
withg ] m up like his own son, In 1232, he, along Efly bife
g other sIavq_s. brought him to Delhi and 'Sultan'
amsuddin Iltutmish purchased the whole 1
ihe Turkish slaves, i

Balban belon
ﬂawz_s of I ltutnﬁs%ﬁ:ﬁegl ?‘éTﬁz:qﬁ?;I:fw?srﬁ
%EP::?;{:; 1?:1‘? J‘Eﬁuisi;r dgking;s personal attenda::f}
A ; nt of m i
{lzse by degrees 1o higher mem:-r:;;n rﬂnﬁmﬁ{i i1:2
Mcﬁme the Prime ‘Minister of Sultan Nasliruddin
ahmud who married his daughter in 1249 AD, Ac
:h Pri_me Minister, he played an important ro] in
& history of the Delhi Sultanate. The reign ofeHn-

siruddin Mah A ;
ity T Mahmud is, in fact, the history of his acti-

Sultan Nasirucfdiln Mahmud ha i
_ d no mal
?r:-liiai? I};15-5 hr;gn;i:;i:::nhis ﬁime Minister and ?ai?‘:sei;ﬁ
r. er the death of -
tan, Balban who was then an old maan of 5;;1;,5:51- sl

tended the t : T
iy Baib ai. hrone in 12551_ with the title of Ghiyasud- of Halbas

On his accession Balba
: : n, was confr i

*E::snt'.r _:ti)zﬁi{_‘rultles: The: whole country atm:;ﬁ: T‘:;rl]:i:
Iiressla;?i ing with an atmosphere of ‘unpreeédents\d
R storm. There were revolts in diﬁ‘ereﬁt
i e empire and the lawless elements were
s ngt great troubles. The Monpgols were threa-
B fwﬂ invade India through the North-West
s ) i:?m refractory tribes like Mewatis who wer :

nding menace to the rule of Balban. Above al‘E
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people due to the weakness of the successors of Iltut-
mish had lost all fear of government and authority.
In this respect Ziauddin Barani says, “Fear of the
governing power, which is the basis of all good gov-
ernment, and the source of the glory and splendour
of all states, had departed from the hearts of all
men, and the country had fallen into a wretched con-
dition.” A strong hand was the need of the hour
and Balban rose to the occasion.

Re-organisation of Central Government

Balban, on his accession, embarked upon a poli-
¢y of reorganising the Central Government and for
this purpose several measures were adopted,

i The first task of Balban was to restore the au-

thority and prestige of the Sultanate which had been
shaken by the weakness of his predecessors. In or-
der to exalt kingly office and inspire gwe and rever-
ence amongst the people for the king, he maintained
a strict and s=plendid court after the manner of the
old Persian kings and introduced Persian etiquette
and ceremonies,’ Such was his sense of kingly dig-
nity that his court became an austere assembly
where jest and laughter were seldom heard, He al-
ways appeared in full dress even before his private
gervants. It was a at achievement for Balban
to raise the authority and prestige of the Sultanate.

Balban fully realised that the stability of his gov-
ernment depended upon a strong and efficient army.
He reorganised the whole army on a firm basis, Since
the time of Qutbuddin Aibak and Iltutmish, Turkish
soldiers were granted lands in lieu of their military
service. The successors of these soldiers continued
to hold these lands though they did not render any
service to the State. All the lands held by old men,
women and orphans were taken over from them and
they were given pensions for their living. But the
lands of some of the jagirdars were restored, when
Fakhruddin, the Kotwal of Delhi appealed to the
Sultan to do so on their behalf, Balban incteased
the military personnel and placed the cavalry and
the infantry, both old and new, under the command
of experienced and trusted officers, Thus, he built up
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a strong and efficient army. It was due to this that
alban was able to suppress the internal rebellions
and face the external danger successfully,

Balban had a strong and well-or '
; ganised spy sy

tem. His spies acted as the channels of his de:tggﬁss}nz

He had placed secret reporters in every department

and appainted secret news-writers in every province

and district, The spies were made independent of the
governors and commanders, The spies even watched AR
the activities of the sons of the Sultan. If the spies

failed to report any misconduzt of the officers or

nobles, they were severely dealt with,

. Balban was very strict in the administrati

dustice. He did not show any partiality ﬂvﬁhtinht:

;llm kith and kin. About his justice Dr. Ishwari

Prasad remarks, “So great was the dread of Sultan's

inexorable justice that no one dared to ill-treat his

fﬁr:a;{ts and slaves." When a complaint was made .
at Malik Barbag, a big jagirdar of Badaun, killeg Adminuac

tne of hig servants, Balban ordered lim to J:ner put to ity

death, The news-writer who failed to report this act g

of in]uf_.tu-::e to the Sultan, was also executed at the

fame time, Similarly Haibat Khan, fief-holder of

Oudh who murdered a man in a fit of drunkenness

‘was ordered to be flogged 'for his faults,

Measures for the suppression of rebels and robbers

Having resorted the ra ol auth
nised the internal admi:ﬁgtmtihn Tnt?n:ngmgfna{
basis, Balban applied himself 1o the tack of suppres.

sing the lawlessness of the '
Aottt o e Hindu robbers, and Mus-

The hilly people of Mewat (Alw

the Mewatis whom Balban as Pfrhne&rlsflinl:?t?aﬁ:c?
Punished, again started creating troubles. They
rr?bbed the travellers in broad day-light, ravaged the
; illages and brought death and destruction upon the of the
nnocent. They carried their raids into the vicinity Mewads
:::f the capital, According to Dr, Ishwari Prasad

So great was their audacity that the Western Gate
of Metropolis had to be closed at the time of after-
noon prayer and even the garb of a mendicant was
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no protection against their high handedness” Bal-
ban with the help of a large army inflicted a crush-
ing defeat upon the Mewatis. The jungles where
they used to take shelter after looting were cleaned.
Police ouf-posts were set up at strategic places to
prevent~further troubles. Thousands of them were
pursued and put to death. Thus Balban by his iron
hand succeeded in crushing these turbulent hilly .
tribes. .

Next, Balban turned to the turbulent Hindus of
the Doab who had rendered the roads and highways
between Delhi and Bengsl very unsafe. The Sultan
proceeded personally to crush the lawless elements
and captured their strong-heolds in Kampil, Patiali
and Bhojpur. Many robbers were arrested and put
to death, To check further disturbances he construc-
ted forts in those places. As a result of these strong
measures, order and security were restored through-
out the region,

While the Sultan was busy in the Doab, the Hin-
dus of the territories of Katehar (Rohilkhand) dis-
turbed the peace of the empire by open rebellion.
They were seriously dealt with and henceforth no
breach of peace was heard of in the vicinity of Delhi.

Having crushed various rebellions and lawless
Hindu elements, Balban turned to the Shamsi slaves
who were jealous of his rise to power and were mak-
ing a conspiracy to overthrow him. Since the time of
Iltutmish and his successors, they had enjoyed Liberal
grants of land and had become very powerful. Balben
viewed their activities with great alarm and decided
to erush their power. He took several measures
against-them, He confiscated the jagirs of the no-
bles who rendered no military services. He also
prohibited matrimonial alliances among them and
punished the offenders with great severity. Many
powerful nobles like Barbag, Amir Khan were pu
to death for their offences. Sher Khan, cousin of th
Sultan and member of the ‘Forty' was poisoned ta
death for his suspicious conduct. Thus, Balba

who stood or were likely to stand in his way.
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Balban's Mongol Policy

Though Balben was taking steps to make his
govermment firm and strong, he did not fail to save
the North-Western Frontier against the Mongol at-
tacks. The threat of the Mongol attacks at the gates
of Delhi was chiefly responsible for moulding the do-
mestic and fereign policy of Balban,

Balban fully realised the gravity of the Mongol
invasion and so he, in order to check the advance of

195

the Mongols, abstained from following the policy of .

expansion in the sub-continent, His foreign policy
was moulded by the fear of the Mongol invasion,
When some of the influential nobles pointed out to
him that the former Sultans, Qutbuddin and Iltut-
mish, had followed an aggressive policy of expansion
of the Muslim empire in Indo-Pakistan, the Sultan
replied, “Circumstances have changed considerably.
During the time of Qutbuddin and Iltutmish, the
Mongol menace was not so sharp and terrible, Bu:
now the power of the Mongols has ingreased tremei:-
dously. They have established themselves in Ghazni
and Transoxiana and Halagu has subdued Iraq and
oecupied Baghdad. The Mangols have heard of the
Wealth of India-and they have set their hearts upon
gonquering and plundering it. They are playing a
- Waiting game and they are waiting for the opportu-
Nity of my departure on some distant campaign to
- Bnter my territory and ravage the whole Doab.” Thus,
. We find that the fear of the Mongol invasions had a
- profound effect in shaping the policy of Balban who

never left the capital lest Delhi should be exposed

- 1o Monpol attacks and might have shared the fate

of Baghdad.

Balban defeated the Mongols on many occasions
While he was under Bahram Shah and Nasirudéi
__thn-lud. Now as a king he-adopted strong mea-
 Mures for the defence of his empire from the Mongol
Anvasions: His measures were as follows :

(1) The Sultan would not lead any expedition
o distant lands for the purpose of conquest, As fer
8y possible he would remain in the capital to keep
& vigilant watch over_the North-Western Frontier.

Balban's
forcign poli-
€y, moulded
by the fcar o
the Mongol
invasion
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{2) The Sultan reorganised the army on an ef-
ficient basis. All old officers and soldiers who were
unfit for fighting were dismissed. Good weapons
and arms were supplied to the soldiers.

(3) All the old forts of the frontier region were

reconstructed and muny new foris were built at

strategic stations.

(4) Samana, Multan and Dipalpur were made
into a frontier province and it was placed under able
and eflicient governors. For a long time, his cousin,
sSher Khan who was in charge of the important fron-
tier province of Multan-Dipalpur “had been a great
barrier to the inroads of the Mongols.,” After his
death, Balban appointed his able and worthy son,
Prince Muhammad, the governor of Multan, who
fully justified the confidence of his father by resist-
ing the Mongol invaders. At the same time his second
son Bughra Khan was placed in charge of Samana
and Sunam,

Balban's measures against the Mongols were very

.successful. The success of his frontier defence policy

was amply illustrated when the Mongols invaded In-
dia in 1278, This time they were completely defeated
and routed by the combined forces of Prince Muham-
mad of Multan, Bughra Khan of Samana and Malik
Mubarak of Delhi. Thus the Mongol advance was
successfully checked for the time being.

Rebellion in Bengal

Balban had to face a most formidable rebellion
headed by Tughril Xhan, the governor of Eengal
(1279). The old age of the Sultan and his occupa-
tion with the Mongols cn the north-west frontier
perhaps encouraged Tughril to raise the standard of
revolt. He assumed the title of Mughisuddin, struck
coins and caused the -Khutba to be read in his name,
The Sultan gent Amir Khan against Bengal, but he
was defeated. Balban became furious at this and put

the incompetent general to death. Another army

was sent to Bengal under the command of Malik
Trrghi, but this expedition, too, shared the same fate.
The Sultan then took the field in person and his son,
Bughra Khan accompanied him in thiz expedition.

- the distracted empire.

THE EARLY TUREISH EMPIRE OF DELM|

On the approach of the Sultan, Tughril fled away to
the jungles of Jajnagar (East Bengan. The Su:lrrmn
now delermined to stay there till Tughril was arrest-
ted and put to death; At last Tughril was captured
and beheaded. Al his relations and friends were
also ?pturgd and killed, The Sultan appointed his
second son Bupghra IKhan as a gove

returned to Dglhi. A e and

In 1285, the Mongols under Tamar again Wiva-
dr:d_ the Punjab and Prince Muhammad hadg to miarch
against them alone, because Bughra Khan had been
transferred to Bengal, The Prince repulsed the in-
vaders but he was suddenly attacked by the Mongols
who slew him in an ambush on the Lahore-Dipalpur
border. In spite of all this Balban kept the Sultanate
of Delhi safe from the Mongol invasion,

The death of Prince Muhammad ga i
shock to the old Sultan and it hastenedglﬂ?d:&tgggf
ban wanted to nominate Bughra Khan as his succes-
sor, ‘E:u_t‘the Ia-ttfer‘s unwillingness 1o accept the ros-
ponsibility of kingship compelled him 10, nominate
his grand-son, Kai Khusrau, The Sultan died in 1287
after a reign of about 92 years,

Estimate of Balban

Ghiyasuddin Balban deserves a
in the history of Medieval Ink:’ljat:mg %mpiﬂnﬁﬁeils:;
the Ehrnne. the dignity of the State had withered
;wn:: and the kingdom was faced with serious
l:ng_ers : &ug to the arrogance of the nobles, the
Subordinations of the Hindu chiefs and the rep@ated
inv_asmns of the Mongols, ‘A strong dictator like
Eﬂ}ilyasuﬁﬁm Balban was the need of the hour.! He
b@ly faced the situation, crushed the power of rebel
K Jects and unruly trfbes and defended the Norih-
nf?; iern Frontier against the Mongols, By a policy
- blood and iron® he esz%ﬂitshed ;E:]eacé and order on
i bt oy
lmmmept destruction, Bilban hfag :ﬁ:ljerédmﬁé
;Pll-.‘g;lsfgll{';: ’?nia ?; Pmpligflﬂm the new regime
Such punishment on the disturbers :fd i:eﬂ:i thjifi :nt:ﬁ
tould have the tourage to defy his order and thvaE

-
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laws of the State, which had been ipnered and’
violated during the post years, werc once more
enforced in the land. '
The Sultan enhianeed the dignity of the kingly
office and matntained a spletidid court where jest and
laughter were strictly forbidden, “Ghivasudding
Balban decorated the court and palave after the
manner of the kings of Persia and attached much.
importance to the pomp and glory of the eourt and
of the riding procession,” says Ziauddin Barani. He
appointed met of high !l'm't 1 apd neble lineage to
responsible offices and. considered low-birth to be a
great disqualifieation for public office. His sense of
kingly dignity wes so great thati he always appeared.
in full dress evén before hig private attendants and
avoided the company of his officers and servants.
Balban's reign was one c¢f struggle against
internsl troubles and external dangers. During &
reign of 22 years, he could not extend. the territories
of his empire on acsount of the * pressure of - the
Mongol eattacks and the problets which were
expecied 1o arise out of the new conguests, He
devoted his attention towards the organisation of his
dominion rather than ofi. Infernal consolida-
tion was the key-note of Balban's policy. A man who
saved the infant Muslim Stale in Ihdo-Fakistan and
paved the way for the millitary and .administrative )
reforms of Alanddin ¥halil by ‘egtablishing  socizl palise that the doctrine of force could mot survive
order must be regarded as & great statesman, his death. Secondly, Balban had no idea of
Balb isafdersd the ereign th o Bdministrative re-organisation. There was neither

R b g AU AB TR ‘Mtrong local government nor any good method of

land revenue upon which depended the prosperity
of the empire. So, Balban's lack of administrative
nbility was no less a factor of the disintegration of
‘the future empire. Lastly, the exclusion of the
- Indians from the administration of the State was a
serious blunder on the part of an Indian emperor.
It caused great discontent among the native Muslims
and the immediate result of this racialism and
narrow policy was the XKhalji Revolution . which
::u;ee-ssfully brought the rule of the dynasty to an

Balban was gifted with many rare virtues and
talents. He was a Sultan who ‘gave himself up 1o
worship, fasting and nightly prayers’ Badauni says,
“He assiduously. attended all congregational prayers
and was never without ablutions.” He used to visit
the tombs of saints and scholars on every Friday.
Though eruel and ruthless in his methods of punish-
ments, he was considered the most merciful,
enlightened and genercus ruler of his time, He was
an impartial judge and administered an even-handed
justice throughout the length and breadth of his
empire, He was also a patron of letters and extended
his patronage to the famous poet Amir Khusrau, the
“Parrot of India”, 1

In spite of many good gualitics of head and heart
Balban was partly responsible for the fall of the
Esrly Turkish Empire, Firstly, the Sultan was the
fountain-head of administration. He was absolute
in all affairs of the State and there was no check on
his power. His government was no doubt a highly
organised dictatorship in which the power of the
nobles was curtailed. So long as the strong
personality of Balban was there, they did not dare
1o defy his authority. But the demise of the Sultan
{:ve thém an opportunity to raise their heads as he
“had left no strong successors to stand to his theory
Which was mainly based upon force. He failed to

tion of the soversign lay in the absarvance and fulfil
ment of four duties, hamely, (i) te protect religion
and to execnte the provisions of the Shariat; (ii) to
check immornl and ginful actions: (i) .to appoint
pious and nable men to offices and (iv) to administer
justice and equity. He once declared, “All that I
can do is to crush the cruelties of the eruel and to
see that all pergons aré equal before the law. he
glory of the State rests upon a rule which makes its
subjects loyal and disciplined, but does not ma
the rich prosperous or the indigent happy—a cause
of sedition and rebellion.”

B e

199

Cruzl 1o the*
unruly apd
kind 10 the =
poog

Patron of
letters

Critisism

Establish-
ment of die-
tatorship de-
pended  upon
the ability

of reigning 4
Sultn

Lack of ad-
ministrasive
re-organisa-
tion

Exclusion
of the
Indians .
from offices




200

His acces-
waon, 1257

ILSTORY OF INDO-PAKISTAN

Kaigubad (1287-89)

On the death of Prince Muhammad, Balban
designated his second son Bughra Khan as his suce
cessor. But he refused to accept the great respon-

sibility of the State and went over to his province .

of Bengal. So, the nebles after the death of Balban
raised Kaiqubad, the son of Bughra Khan, to the
throne in 1287. Kaiqubad had been brought up

GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE TURKISH

SULTANS
Qutbuddin Aibak (1206—10)
|

| :
.ﬁrami Shah  Daughter -~ Iltutmish _
| | |
Ruk.!ﬂuddin Raziya Bahram Nasirgddm
Firuz Shah . Mahmud
|
Alauddin Masud
Ghiyasuddin Balban
. | :
|
Prince Muhammad Bughra Khan
|
. Kai-Khusrau | igubad
Kaimurs

Eaiqubad's
nepligence
to sdminis-
ratoh

under sters discipline and his tutors taught him
‘the polite arts and manly exercise, and never per=
mitted him to do an improper act.! But after ascend-

ing the throne his wisdom and restraint disappear~

and he gave himself up to pleasure. He left the
ﬁﬁ:e admigtﬂstratiun of tlfxa State in the hands of
his Prime Minister, Nizamuddin. The Sultan’s neg-
‘ligence to the State affairs and the arrogance of the
minister demoralised the government and created

THE BEARLY TURKISH EMPIRE OF DELMI

disorder and confusion throughout the ompire,
Nizamuddin was an ambitious man who wanted {o
remove the Sultan from the throne of Delhi, All
these things reached the ears of Bughra Khan who
came fo Delhi to meet his son. An interview was
arranged between father and son on the banks of
the Gogra in 1288. He advised his son to refrain
from dissipation and to remove Nizamuddin from
his offce. The minister was soon poisoned to death.

X halji Revolution

The court of Delhi was then divided mainly into
two parties—the Turkish party and the Khalji party,.
“I'he Khaljis, under Malik Firuz who held the office
of the Ariz-i-Mamaluk (muster-master) after the
murder of Nizamuddin were gaining strength day
by day. They.awon over to their side several Turkish
‘maliks’ and ‘amirs’, The elevation of the Khalji
Chief offended most of the Turkish nobles, who find-
ing no hope of the recovery of the Sultan from the
attack of paralysis, placed his three-year old son,
Kaimurs on the throne of Delhi in 1289, Malik
Firuz Khalji was alarmed at this and with the help
of the Turkish nobles he entered the capital, seized
the person of the infant King and proclaimed him-
self to be the Sultan of Delhi with the title of Jalal-
uddin in 1290, Thus the Early Turkish Empire came
1o an end. = :

Review of the Early Turkish Rule

The rule of the Early Turkish Sultans covered
A period of 84 years (1206-1290). During this period,
eleven Sultans ruled successively in Indo-Pakistan.
10Of the Sultans, Qutbuddin; Iltutmish and Balban
were the prominent and the mest stceessful,
The names of Raziya and Nasiruddin may be inclu-
ded in the list of reputed rulers, But the reigns of
the rest of the Sultans deserve no mention here,

The first and foremost achievement of the Early
Turkish Sultans was the consolidation of Muslim
rule in Northern India. The authority of the Sultans
was established over the United Provinces of Agra
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and Oudh, Bihar, Gwalior, Sind and some parts of °

Rajputana and Ceniral India. The control of the
Funjab was not secure as it was occasionally threat-
ened by the Mongols. The rulers of Bengal were
mostly inclined to remain independent of their con-
trol and many of them defied the authority of the
Sultans. Balban had reduced Bengal to submission.
The checking of the Mongols was the next impor-

‘tant achievement of the Early Turkish Sultans. The

Mongols made inroads into the territory of Indo-
Pakistan ; but they were successfully driven away
by Balban, The Sultan was the supreme authority

of the State and though he ruled like a despot, his

despotism was limited by the Law of Shariat. The
Sultans were liberal and tolerant to their subjects
irrespective of caste and creed. Their contribution
in the domain of architecture and literature
was no less important. Some of the Sultans were
liberal patrons of arts and architecture. On the
whole, the rule of the Early Turkish Sultans was
just and humane. :

—

_ 0.
CHAPTER VI ; \
THE KHALJI DYNASTY
(1290-1320)

The recent researches have established the fact
that the Khaljis were one of the numerous tribes
of the Turkish race ; but Ziauddin Barani and others

have erroneously described them us Afghans on

account of their long stav in Afghanistan,
Jalaluddin Khalji (1280-1206) -

Jalaluddin Khalji at the age of 75 ascended the

throne in the palace of Kilsghiri in 1280. The no-
bles and the people of the eity (Dethi) were at first
indifferent to the suecession of the Khalji and that
was why the new Sultan did not go into the capi-
tal, “The excellence of his character, his justice,
generosity and devotion pgradually removed the

aversion of the people” ahd thus all accepted him

fi8 their ruler.

In the second year of his reign Malik Chajju,

nephew of Balban and governor of Kara revelted
against him. With the help of other nobles, he de-
feated and captured Malik Chajju. The Sultan par-
doned him and treated him with unusual kindness
and tenderness. This liberality towards the captive

_displeased the Khalji nobles who whispered to each

other that the Sultan was unfit as a ruler. The mili-
tary history of Jalauddin Khalji is not worth men-
tioning. He made two unsuccessful attempts to re-
capture the fort of Ranthambor. He furned away from
the capture of the fort with the thought that the
siege would cost more human lives than that the
fort was worth,

Jalaluddin Khalji showed an unusual strictness
in the case of Sidi Maula who arrived in Indo-Pak-
istan during his reign. Sidi Maula was a disciple of
Shaikh Fariduddin Ganj-i-Shakar of Pakpattan, He
was accused of conspiracy with the Turkish nobles
against the Sultan, -
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In 1292, the Mongols uader the leadership of
Abduilah, a grandson of Halagu, invaded India, The
Sultan showed extraordinary courage and bravery

on this oceasion, He defeated apd routed the Men

gols. Many of the Mongols departed; but
Fhan, a -?‘Qﬂﬂﬂ of Chengiz Khan, with seVeral
others and thousands of his followers remained in
India and embraced Islam. They mixed and form-
ed alliances with the Musalmans, They were known
in the history of India as the 'New Musalmans’,

They were allowed to settle in the suburbs of Delhi
and their quarters were called Mughulpurah after

ihem,.

The Sultan was now too ¢ld, He, out of love and
affection appointed his nephew and son-in-law,
Alauddin, the Chief of Kara and Oudh., Alauddin
was an ambitious man “whose anxiety to win for
himself an-independent kingdom had been intensi-
fied on account of his unhappy relations with his
wife and mother-in-law.” With the permission of
the Sultan he led an expedition to Bhilsa which he

Alauddin Rhalji (1296—132)
Alauddin Khalji ascended the throne of Delhi =

fronted with a dj cult situation, The Jalali nobles

and they were secret] '
_ 3 retly trying to avenge i
E%ieeg r}‘::n}her. Mahkat Jahan placed hlg' ;Eunil;?
. Ru nqddifz Ibrahim on the throne in the ab.

sence of Arkali Khan who was then at Multan, The 5‘;‘3::;
) euliie

and Ruknuddin Ibrahim were defeated and captur

he t“n'l::dhliir.. attentiu':ld this position on the thrm:t:
tngols, 0 the suppression of 1he

captured successfully. It was at that time that he iRy

‘heard of the rich kingdom of Deogir, He, without o Avauddin Khalji like hi .

the knowledge of the Bultan went to Deogir, defeat- ffanted with the danger of tifeir\f:ﬁ?;z::;s;?b; e
| f orl-

. The Mongol raids formed a
;‘:utr nnimet;.r and alarm to the Deliﬂmtt}l;f;rgf :::‘:"Fd‘;”“”
St for a ::mEj f.t::;e;n Between the Years 1297 ang DPavd and
i3 any as seven raids, malisy
e m;!,reulz; of Alauddin’s reign, a ]ar;is hoigeﬂ;?
$ M hg? hcame under the Ieadership of Armip
ud ;mt:: h; ey were routed by Zafar Khan witl:
_ nif thge If!lr' This was soon followed by another
e ongols under the command of Sald;
Hd_ 8 also defeated by Zafar Khan. But the
_ ,__;ngernus raid of the Moangols occurred in
il :In QU”UE!'[ Khwaja with 2.00,000 m;ﬂ Uni
gl l;p:g DEIhI. In this campaign their object QuﬂLr"h
d t;r ut conquest of India, Zafar Khan, Khwais,
e 3' the age and the hero of the time at. '*%
i JTg;:ruusIF, but was killed in the thick
it i e atlack of Zafar Khan had deep-
g [ Mung{ﬂs who soon retreated. Thig

4 ¢ Sultan iyas followed by an interval
W Years. In 1303, “the accursed ’.'farghi,.at the

ed its ruler and came back to Kara with immense
booty consisting of 600 maunds of gold, 1,000 maunds
of silver, 7 maunds of pearls, 2-maunds of precious
stones and 4 pieces of silk.y '

When the Sultan was informed of the success
of his nephew in the Deccan, he went to congratu=
late him and in an interview he was murdered
(July 1206). Alauddin was led to cormnmit this crime
by several considerations. . Arkali ¥Khan, the heir=
apparent of Bultan Jalaluddin, and the Quesn
mother, were against him. He also doubted the ins
tention of the Sultan who was much influenced by
the inner-court. Besides, the Khalji nobles feared
that if Sultan Jalaluddin remained on the throney
power might slip out of their hands because of hig
leniency and so they induced Alauddin to take thig
hasty step.

- q El 2 “-
In 1296, On his accession he found himself eon- 7

had not yet forgotten the murder of the old Sultan . #




206

Under the
wecursed

« Turghl,
1363

Under. Ali
Beg and
Tartag, . =
1304

Erection
of new
fore

Capable
oilicers
posted

Additional
{orces
tagsed

HISTORY OF INDO-PARISTAN

head of a considerable force reached the neighbour-
hood of Delhi” Regarding the importance of this
raid Ziauddin Barani says, “1f Targhi had remain-
ed another month upon the Jammu, the panic would
have reached such a height that a general flight
would have taken place and Delhi would have been
lost." Fortunately the Mongols suddenly raised the
siege and retreaied towards their own country. In
1304, Ali Beg, a descendant of Chengiz and Tartag
led a force of the Mongols of 30:40 thousand horses
and advanced up to Amrcha. The Mongols were
again put 1o death, In 1306, the Mongols under
Kabk fell upon Multan and plundered the country.
Tughlug Ghazi met and defeated them with great
slaughter on the bank of the Indus. The last Mon-
gol invasion took place in 1307-8 when a chieftain
named Igbalmand ecrossed the Indus. But he was
defeated and killed. These successive reverses and
the measures adopted by the Sultan frightened the
Mongols so much that they did not attack the
country so long as Alauddin was on the throne.

Alauddin’s messures against Mongol invasions

Alauddin Khalji was not satisfied by merely
punishing the Mongols, He, like Bzlban, took some
defensive menasures to guard the north-west frontier
of his dominion. He ordered all the old forts of
Delhi to be repaired and the new ones to be set up¥
on the route of the Mongols, New workshops were
also erected to manufacture improved types of weas
pons to fight against the Mongols. The most capas
ble and trusted officers were placed in charge of the
frontier defences. Ghazi Malik was appointed the
Governor of the Punjab in 1305 and he was able to
check the Mongol invasions, Additional forces were
raised and powerfu! :tmies were stationed at Dis
palpur, Samana and bLiultan,

Balban and Alauddin Khalji will be rememns
bered in the history of Indo-Pakistan for their wise
frontier poliey. Ther saved Delhi from the clutches
of one of the most dangerous enemies of human ek
vilisation, The Mongols made incessant and fre
quent raids on India with their ever-increasing

~ State,

Suprly of grain and
nd g and enforced

H{:&ngpls
nd crealed awe and
'i“éetﬁultari. Lastly, th?ipigcntg:]mmg e zonple i
2 nature of his administration, '
. -,.ilrn_vs to keep a bigsforce to chook el
fns and was often oceupied in fighting against them,

THE KHALI DYNASTY

number of fallowers and there 'e:u ardised the
peace and safety of the Empire}.’}rl-iadpnat Balban
and Mau_ddm'ndopted drastic and. defensive mea-
sures against the Monpols, the throne of Delhi weuld
have been lost,

Effects of Mongol invasions

Under Alauddin Khalji, the Mongol

-h_ad far-reaching consequences. Lﬂéegoﬂnimﬂn}?:
did not stop his policy of conquering other Indian
kingdoms in the face of Mongol invasions, but he
followed his frontier policy. It was because of
constant fear of the Mongols that Alauddin had to
keep a standing army and when as a result of his
successiul frontier policy, the danger from the
Mongols disappeared, the Bame army was utilized
and this enabled him to conquer Northern India
and ‘distapt lands in the South. Secondly, the Mon-
gol invasions profoundly affected the re;n.rnue
licy of the Sultan, He' needed money to raisepn-
strong and efficient army in order to successfulla
fice the Mongol attacks, The main object of hll!;
fevenue policy was to increase the finance of the
i With this purposé he imposed taxes like
Buse-tax, grazingtax, ete. Thirdly, the Mongol
Invasions determined the economie measures of Ala-
Wddin Khalji, He had raised a large army to meet
the Mnng_‘ol invasions but he found it difficult tl:;
meet their expenses. S0 in order o enable the =ol-
3 n];s to make a good living with meagre galaries
# brought about a scheme of economic reforms. He

ed prices of everything at a cheap rate, controlled
hizs meas
chu:tpl:.f, Alauddin's successes amvﬁ
established and strengthened his position

invasions determin-
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government became more or less a military des-
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Conguest of Northern Indo-Pakistan

The reign of Alauddin Khalji witnessed not only
the suppression of the Mongols but also the rapid
expansion of the Muslim dominion over different
parts of 'India. According to Wolseley Haig, with
his reign began 'the imperial period of the Sultanate

Gujrat under his brother Ulugh Khan and his min-.
ister Nasrat Hhan. Raja Karan of Gujrat was dis-
comfitted and his wife Kamala Devi was captured,
but she with her-dughter Devala Devi fled to Deo-
gir. An immense booty fell into the hands of the!
victors. It was in this campaign that Malik Kafurl

who later played the most important role in the hisw: ]

tory of Indo-Pakistan was captured. Gujrat was
permanently annexed to the empire. Ranthambor'
was recovered by the REajputs during the weak suc-
cessors of Iltutmish and was then held by the Raj-
put chief Hamir Deva. The Raja incurred the dis-
pleasure of Alauddin by giving shelter to some of
the discontented “New Musalmans"”, In 1288, the
Sultan sent an army under the command of Ulugh
... .ved in a 'seige operation and Ulugh Khan wa

forced to fall back upon Jhain. Alauddin personally
marched towards Ranthambor and captured 'it in
12090-1301 with great difficulty. It was during the
siege of Ranthambor that the Sultan had to face a
series of revolts raised by his sister’s sons Umar
Ehan and Akat Khan, Haji Maula and the “New Mu-
salmans.” All theze revolts were ruthlessly crushed,

The “New Musalmans” were a source of dangar
and trouble to the Sultanate, They revolted over
the distribution of booty and harassed the army,
when it was returning from the conguest of Gujrat,
They had also supported Akat Khan in his attempt

the Sultan pardoned them. But they could not be
connived at the third time when the "New Musal-
mans” hatched a conspiracy to murder the Sultan.
The conspiracy was dis overed and a general order
was issued for their massacre. “The. number of
deaths” according tc Barani, “were twenty to thirty

n and Nasrat Khan. The latter died of a wnun‘:l :
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thousand, ' “After these punjsﬁmnts;" says the same
author, “breaches of peace were never heard of in

the ecity.”
// ALAUDDIN'S EMPIRES T
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+ "On the capture of Ranthambor, the Suitan march- cipeore of
#d against Chitor which he captured in a short time. Chiw:,
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Khizr Khan. The story that Alauddin led the ex-
pedition to Chitor in order to capture Padmini is not
mentioned in the contemporary works and hence it
is a late invention of the hostile critics.

In 1305, the Sultan sent an army to Malwa.
Malwa was captured and annexed to the empire, The
victory was followed by the cenqguest of Ujjain, Man-
dur, Dhar and Chandari. Thus by the end of 1305,
almost the whole of Northern India came under the
sway of Alauddin Khaljl

Canguests in the Decean

The arms of Alauddin Khalji were not cenfine!
to Northern India only, He extended his empire to

- the Deccan, In 1306, Malik Kafur who was fitted

.out for the Deccan expeditions marched against Ram
Chandra of Deogir who hat fur (he lust three years
failed to send his tribute to Delhi and had given
shelter to Karan, the ex-kdng of Gujrat. The Raja
was defeated and submitted to him. Devala Devi,
daughter of Raja Karan, was captured and married
to Khizr ¥Khan, son of the Sultan,

In 1308, Malik Kafur directed his expedition
against the Kakatiya Raja of Warrangal in Telin-
gangd. Raja Pratap Rudra Deva II offered 4 stroug
resistance ; but afier a prolonged siege he was com-
pelle’ fo sue for peace. Kafur returned to Delhi

- with the laurel of victory in 1310,

This success stimulated his ambition and Ala-
uddin now resolved to extend the limits of his em-
pire to the farthest ex'‘remities of the Decean.
Dwarsamudra and Mabar still remained outside the
pale of his empire. He gent his army against Dwar-
samudra under the leadership of Malik Eafur wiw
took Vira Balloula III, the Hoysala Ilaja of Dwarsa-
mucira, by surprise and forced him to surrender.
Having conguered and subdued the Hoysala King-
dom of Dwarsamudra he proceeded towards the
country of Mabar, A fratricidal war between the
two brothers; Sundra Pandya and Vira Pandya, had
weakened the kingdom of Pandyas. Vira Pandya,
who had captured the throne of his father and was
ruling, fled away from his capital on hearing of the
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approach of the Muslims. Malik Kafur entered Ma-
dura without any opposition and found it deserted,
He returned to Detlhi in Oectober, 1311 with immense
wealth,

In 1213, Malik Kafur led a punitive expedition
against Sankaradeva who had defied the roval autho-
rity and ceased to pay the customarv tribute. The
whole of Maharastra was ravaged and the Vadava
prince was defeuted and killed. Thus the whole of
Southern India now lay at the feet of Xafur,

Motives of his Deccan policy

Alauddin Khalji’s Decean policy of conguests
was dictated by political as well as economie reasons,
Politically, Deccan was then as before divided into a
number of kingdoms and there was no unity among
the Deccan rulers who were jealous of one another,
This poliucal condition inspired the Sultan to push
his arms into the South. Moreover, the Decean was
@ rich eounfry, The main object of his Dedean
campaigns was to exact wealth from the Deccarn.
Even before his accession he had invaded Deogir
and had taken away a huge amount of wealth. So
when he beeame the Sultan, he sent Malik Kafur to
invade the Deccan kingdoms with instructions to
dceept, as term of surrender, jewels and treasurey,

us economic motives of the Sultan played an im-
portant part in*the Deccan conquest,

Nature of his Deccan Palicy

Alauddin Khalii’s Deccan policy was quite dif-
ferent from that of the Neorth where he followed a
policy of annexation. He conguered almost the
whole of Northern India and placed’ them under
efficient governors. He also established his suze=
rainty in the Deccan, but the kingdoms of the Deg-
cin were not annexed te the empire of Delhi, He
allowed the rulers of the Deccan to retain their
kingdoms on condition that they would acknow-
ledge the supremacy of the Sultan and pay him a
yearly tribute. Se his policy of the Deccan was not
annexation but subjugation as vassal states of the
Délni® Sultanate, He fully realised that it would
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be difficult for him to maintain effective control
uver the distant provinees of the South. ,This poli-
¢y of ruling the Deccan through tributary pripces
sheaks of his statesmanship,

Significance of his Deccan policy
The Deccan policy of Alauddin Khelji was very

successful and statesmanlike. It not only brought
him wealth, power and prestige, but also strength-
ened his empire. He did not annex the Deccan
kingdoms and herein lay his wisdom. Like a real-
ist, he realised that it would be practically impos-
sible for him to control effectively the distant lands
of the South. Here is the difference between Ala-
uddin Khalji and Muhammad bin Tughlug whose
attempts later on to annex the Deccan States
brought great difficulties and troubles to the Sul-
tanate of Delhi,

Administration

Alauddin Khalji was not only a great warrior
and congueror, but also a great administrative
genius, According to K. 5. Lal, “It is as an adrhin-
istrator than anything else that Alsuddin stands
head and shoulder above his predecessors. His ac-
complishments as warrior were dwarfed by his ach-
ievements as an organiser, No Muslim ruler before
the Mughals had shown so much of interest in or-
ganlsing the affairs of the Siale. e made a good
number of reforms in various spheres of adminis-

ation, - :

Administrative policy and reforms, In his ¢on-
ception of sovereignty, Alauddin Khalji ‘departed
from his predecessors. It was he who for the first
time in the history of the Sultanate of Delhi dec-
lared that he would not allow the Uleme to inter-
fere in the business of the State. He believed that
religion should be excluded from matters of the
State. To him, the powers of the Sultan should be
unrestricted and absolute.. Throughout the 18th
century, two powerful groups—the Ulema and the no-
bility had éxercised great influence ocn the Sultan
of Delhi. Alsuddin's aim was 1o strengthen the aus
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thority of the Sultan and in achieving this he was
not ready to allow the Ulema, or the mobles ur the
Hindus to threaten the power and authority of the
king’s government. It was best reveaied when he
said to Qazi Mughisuddin, “To prevent rebeilion, in
which thousands perish, I issue such order as 1 con-
ceive to be for the good of the State and the benc-
fit of the people. Men are heedless, disrespectful
and disobey my commands ; I am then compelled to
be severe to bring them into obedience. 1 do not
knu":'.r whether this is lawful or unlawful, whatever
I think to be for the good of the State, or snitable

for the emergency, that I decree.” Alauddin Khalji'

worked aceording to his conviction.

On his accession the Sultan had to face a num-
ber of rebellions and he supprersed them effective-
ly. THe revolt of Haji Maula, the insurrections of
the ‘New Musalmans’, the tresstn of Akat Khan
ﬂitd the revolt of his nephews, Umar Khan and
Mangu Khan convinced him that there WEre causes
behind them, After consulting his advisors he
found that the causes of rebellion were four, name-
Iy, 1) the Sultan’s disregard of the affairs of the
State, (ii) the use of wine, (iii) intimacy, alliances
and frequent meetings of the nobles in which they
hatched plots and intrigues against the govern.
ment and  (iv) abundance of wealth which encou-
rage them to indulge in plots and revelts. Alauddin
not only analysed the causes of rebellion but also
:Erned his attention to the means of preventing

em.

__The first measure the Sultan took in consonance
with the new policy was the confiscation of proper-
1y _pussu:ssed by the wealthy classes. He abolished
their private ownership. All villages and jagirs,
whether possessed as private lands or as gift lands
cr as religious endowments were confiscated. Simi-
larly, all pensions were stopped. About the result
of this measure Barani says, “The people were left
without any money, till it came to such a pass that,
=xcept maliks, amirs, officials, Multanis and bankers,
No one possessed even a trifle in cash. They became
%0 much absorbed in earning bare livelihood that
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the wvery thought of rebellion' would not oceuar to
their mind.! Secondly, the Sulian esteblished an
efficlent. body of spies who reported to the king
everything that passed in the houses of the nobles

or the bazars of the city, The result was that the

people could not talk freely even in their houses
and private meetings, lest the “walls might hear”
Thirdly, the use and sale of wine and other intoxi-
cating drugs were striclly prohibited. The Sultan
himself set the example 1o his people by giving up

the habit of drinking and ordered all his wine |

vessels to be thrown out. Lastly, all social gather-
ings and family alliances among the nobles without
the previous permission of the Bultan wese forbid-
den. Without wine, feasts and marriage parties,
the life of the nobles became dull and dreary. The

measures of Alauddin Khaljl were so strict and dras-

tic that after the promulgation of these ordinances,

no disturbances arose. But most e¢f these measures

were against the Muslims. The Sultan now turned
his attention towards the ¥indus.

The Hindus under Alauddin Khalii

With regard fo the Hindug Barani says, “The
Sultan requested the wise men to supply some rules
and regulations for grinding down the Hindus and
for depriving them of that weaith and property
which fosters disaffection and rebellion.” A careful
study of Brranl's statement shows that the object of
these rev.i.tions was to bring the Hindus under con-

trol so that they could not challenge the authority of

the Sultan in future. He was also convinced that un-
less the Hindus were reduced to poverty they would
never be sgubmissive and ‘obedient, The Sultan
adopted some measures by whith thes Hindus were
reduced to poverty and irisery. Barani tells us
that “the Chaudhuries, Xhuts and Mugaddams
were not able to ride on horse-back, to find wea-
pons, to get fine clothes or to indulge in betel” On
itz basis a theory has been propounded of the ‘anti-
Hindu' legislation of Alauddin Khalji, There iz no
justification whatever for maintaining that under
Alauddin Khalji the Hindus were treated with spe-

houses of the Mu
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subjects, In this way he increased the revenue of
the Stale.
Alauddin Khalji was the first ruler of India to

The assessment of revenue was made on the area
cultivated and the revenue was fixed at half of the
gross produce of the land. This methnd_uf measur-
ing land was later accepted and improved by Sher
Shah and Akbar. - : . _

Military reforms .

The constant threats of the Mongnls. convinced
the Sultan of the necessity of a large military force,
He could not be satisfied with the occasional supply
of troops furnished by the jagirdars {ﬁei-hulfiers}.
He created a large standing army directly recruited
by himself and the soldiers were paid by the State,
In order to prevent any cheating, the Sultan intre=-
duced the practice of branding the horses, so that the
unfit horses might not be brought to the field. He
also introduced the Huliah system or the preparation
of the descriptive rolls of the soldiers so that tempo-
rary substitiites might not be shown on the parades,
The result of these changes was thet the Sultan
could not be cheated by clever nobles with regard to
the identity of the horses and the soldiers.

Economic reforms: Price control system

The economic reforms of Alauddin Khaljl form
the most important feature of his administration. He
is perhaps the only ruler in the whﬂlﬂ rahge of In-
dian history who introduced economic reforms and
it is because of these reforms that Lanepoole cal

Alauddin Khalji fully realised the necessily o
maintaining a large army not only to visit the Mons
gols but also to carry on campaigns of conque
Besides expenses on the army, the Sultan needed
money for adminjstrative purposes. Of course, he
had brought huge wealth from:the Deccan and w.
getting tributes from various dependent powers, b
still he did not have adequate money to meet

THE EHALIl DYNASTY

:reguirements. S0 he wanted to provide the soldicrs
‘with the. necesseries of life at fixed prices. With
the increase of prices of the necessaries of life the
‘moderately paid scldiers could not make the two
<nds meet. In order to keep the army contenied, the
Sultan introduced his famous price control sysiomn,
which regulated the prices of articles and other neces-
saries of life. Price control is essentially a war-time
measure. The exigencies of modern war have neces«
sitated price control. Similarly, the frequent inva-
sions of the Mongols and his wars in Rajputana led
the Suitan to introduce the institution of price
control. ‘Plenty of the Deccan gold had poured into
the treasury and hence a much larger amount of
money came into circulation than before! The
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influx of wealth from the South had caused a fall

in the value of money and thus augmented the
Prices of articles. Hence Alauddin Khalji was
compelled to take measures to bring down the prices
of commodities and especially to cheapen the neces-
saries of life,

The Sultan issued a number of regulations to
control the prices of various articles and necessaries
of life. The prices of foodgrains were fixed at
cheap rates, Wheat was to be sold at the rate of
7% jitals * per maund; barley 4 jitals'a maund;
grams § jitals a' maund ; dhan (unhusked rice) 5
Jitals a maund ; mash 5 jitals a maund ; moth 3 jitals

(1)
Cratrgd of
Prives of
focdpratne

a maund ; sugar 14 jitals a seer, gur 1 jital a seer; °

I_:_utter 1 jital per 21 seers: senamu 3 seers for one
jital ; and salt 23 maunds for 5 jitals. The shop-
keepers were ordered to sell them at these fixed

'ra:es and it was considered a crime to charge higher
Tates.

Similarly, the prices of all other articles of life
such as vegetables, fruits, caps, shoes, cloth, arms,
needles, ete. were fixed. Even the prices of horses,
cattle, goats and slaves were fixed, A first grade
horse was to be sold at 120 tankas: a milch cow for
4 tankas ; a milch buffalo for 6 tankas, and so on.

® One Jual is dqual w six paba fo° our present coinage.

Conirol of
prices of
all ather
afticles




218

()
Gl ool
supifilies

Establish-
ment of
raval
granaries

Rrgclar
sunply of
grain
ehtured

Wa hoard-
ing ol grain
loived

(3]
Contred of

LERT RS

{4}
R:Iti‘_lﬂ,i_‘ﬂ:
kel

‘the government granaries, were not allowed to sell

HISTORY OF INDO-PAKISTAN

Alauddin Khalji realised that mere fixation of
prices would be of no use if supplies were not con-
trelled. He also realised that supply of comimos.
dities in time was very essential to make his scheme
a success. In  order to provide the markets with
adequate supply of grains in time of need royal
granaries were established at different places where
foodgrains were stored. The Sulian ordered that
land revenue from the Khalsa or crown lands in
the wvillages sround Delhi was to be realised not
in cash but in kind and grain was to be stored in
the royal granaries in Delhi. He also issued an
order that n® one should keep more than ten
maunds of grains in stock. Anybody having a sur-
plus beyond the fixed limit was required to sell it
at fixed rates. Magietrates and local officers were
asked to ensure regular supply of grains from the
preducers or cultivators. No merchant, farmer or
dealer was allowed to hoard grain.or to sell it at
a high price, Al traders and merchants had to res
gister themselves in a State daftar and they would
bring all goods for sale fo tlfe market called Saral
Adl, situated inside the Badaun gate. Any wviolas
ijon of the Sultan’s regulations brought exemplary
punishment,

The Sultan not only controlled the prices
aind supplies 'of various articles, he also controlled
the transport of goods. Traders, who carried goods
from one place to another were registered and every
type of facilities was provided to them in the
transportation of poods. ;

In case of draught or famine, the Sultan made
& provision for rationing commodities. Grain in
such emergencies could not be sold to.the people
in unlimited quantity. On the other hand, the re-
gistered dealers who were supnlied with grain from

more than half a maund to any individual. The
systern of rationing was a novel idea of Alauddin
Khalji and it speaks of his genius a5 a successful
administrator. A 20

Alauddin Khalji organised the system very
efficiently, Two market officers, namely, Shahang=
i-Mandi and Diwan-i-Riyasat were appointed, The

. indebted to Alauddin Khalji,
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Shahana-i-Mandi was the superintendent of grain
market, while Diwan-i-Riyasat was in charge of
<cloth and general market. Malik Qabul who acted
as Shahana-i-Mandi had a large staff of subordinatos
ta help him in the discharge of his duties. His
duties were to see that the shop-keepers brought
grain regularly to the market, sold it at'fixed rates,
and there was no black market whatsoever, V- gub
who acled as Diwan-i-Riyasat maintained - eifig.
ter or daftar in which the names of the m- nanis
were entered, and also the amount ot grain
merchandise they would bring to the market.
Besides these officers, the Sultan appointed a number

of spies who sent their reports to him about the
market conditions.

Results of the price control

The markets were effectivelr controlled and as
a result of this "“the people did not feel the pinch
of high prices even in times of seareity”, The
Sultan was fully suceeszful in tackling the food
problem. Barani remarks that the *unvarving
price of grain in the markets was looked upon as one
©of the wonders of the time". The present Govern-
ments of Indo-Pakistan and even the British are
so far as the control
system is concerned. The measures he introduced
not only ‘helped him to attain his prime object, but
also increased the happiness of his people and bound
them more closely to his despotic but benign rule.

Causes of success of the system

The price control,system of Alauddin Khalji
worked  very successfully. There were ceriain
factors for this success. Firstly, the system was
rigorously enforced and severe punishments were
given to those who violated any of the regulations.
Secondly, the personal interest and supervision of
the Sultan went a long way to make the sysiem a
success. The Sultan used to receive regular report
about the progress of the systemn through different
sources. Even he would often send his slaves ta the
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market to purchase certain things in order to sce

for himself if the merchants were selling them at
fixed prices, If they charged high rates or weighed
less they were severelvy dealt with. Thirdly, tho
market officers of the Sultan discharged their duties
honestly and sincerely, because a little deviation
from duty or trivial mistake on their part would
have made them liable to the severest punishments
The zeal and honesty of the officers contributed to
the success of the system. Lastly, the main cause
of the success of this system was. that it was
systematically planned and executed. The Sultan

not only controlled the prices but also controlled .

supplies and transportation and also set up rationing
system in case of emergency, -

Last days of Alauddin

The closing years of Alauddin Khalii were not
happy. His health broke down and he was thc:-r_n-
ughly influenced by his favourite minister, Malik
Kafur through whose intrigues the family guarrel
began. Rebellions broke out in several parts of the
empire and Chitor was recaptured by the Rajputs,
It was this

with great success and glory.

Achievements and Character of Alauddin Khalji

Of the Turko-Afghan Sultans the ' name of
Alauddin stands out prominently as a great conquer-
Or, a consummate general and an able administra-
tor, who théught of consolidating Muslim supremacy
in Indo-Pakistan. He surpassed all his prede-
cessors and many of his successors as regards his
achievements and reputation, It was he who first
planned the .conquest of the Hindu States of the
Decean and it was he who fought against the repeated
onslaughts of the Mongols and under whom the
power of the Mongols was suppressed and crushed.
In many respects he was the fore-runner of Sher
Shah and Akbar, Like them he awas g good conguer-
or and statesman. He laid the foundation of an
empire based upon a policy of imperialism, secularisa-

state of affairs when Alauddin Khalji
breathed his last in 1316 after a reign of 20 years
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tion of State and comprehensive administrative
system, His reign marks an epoch in the history of
India during the medieval peried. It marks (a)
the extension of the MUslim rule in all directions,
(b) the organisation of the civil and military
administration based on elaborate principles and
pﬂli\c:hasII~ (e} the destruction of the Mongols, (d) the
establishment of centralised monarchy, and (e)
freedom from the shackles of religious orders,

The reign of Alauddin Khalji was marked by a
series of the most glorious exploits in the history ¢f
the Sultanate of Delhj While the Sultan was at war
with the Mongol invaders, he fought against and
subjugated not only the Hindu princes like the
rulers of Ranthamhor and Chitor but had overrun
Gujrat, Deogir, Madura and the
Coromondal coast. :
the chief glory of the exploits,
the whele of India from the Indus to Cape Comorin
Was brnug_ht under Muslim rule,

The Sultan was not a8 mere warrior
devoted his attention to the consolidation of' tII.f:

of the Turkish Maliks who had proved to be a
: He also tried t
save his people from the oppression of the revﬁmeﬂ
farmers, *the Khuts, the Mugaddams and the
Choudhuries, who were acting as middle men
between th_e Sultan and his subjects and plundering
: ; With a v
saving h:m People from the evils of capilaliesE I:g
further issued his well known regulations which
regul'imecll the price aof articles and checked undue
p:mf:Lc.u:.'-r-.mg~ In order to organise thea army on g
gound basis he introduced cash Payment and put an
end 1o the practice of granting lands to soldiers.
€ was the first Muslim ruler who introduced the
essirement of land. introduction of the
rractice of branding the horses in the service of the

State did much 1o Prevent corruption,’
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Such were the achicvements of Alauddin Khalji
in matters of civil government and these _surely
stand to his eredit. A prince who in the midst of
foreign invasions could think of extending - his
empire in the Far South and of overhauling the
system of administration must be regarded as a
great ruler. A

Thoupgh illiterate, the Sultan was a great pa
of arts a:gzd learning and his reign was remarkgble

Alai Darwaza, Delhi

for great literary activities. He erected many noble
buildings and mosgues.

The Alai ]IJ'aﬂ:waz?1 ‘and _tha
-eat citvy of Siri were the produocts of his reign.
%.]!:3:; great poets like Amir Khusrau and many
caints like Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliva flourisked 1&
his reign. Courageous and capable, artfx;tl- and
tactful, ccondmical and thoughtful, he was ihe best
king ol his time: By his conguest, he was ﬂmp'.l}:
justified in calling himself a “Second Alexander™s

THE RHALTI DYNASTY

He was s0 ambitious that he wanted to be the
prophet of a new religion, But when he was
convineed of the impossibility of this he gave up the
idea, Ferishta says, “If we look upon the policy of
Alauddin, a great king rises to our view, If we
beheld his hands which are red, an inexorable
tyrant appears. - He began in cruelty and waded
through blood to the end......yet his pomap, wealth
and power were never equalled by any prince who
sat before him on the throne of Hindusthan.”
Although “Alauddin was by nature cruel and
implacable, his only care was the welfare of his
kingdom and for this, no consideration for religion,
‘no regard for the ties of brotherhood, or filial affec-
Hon, ever troubled him", says Barani, The Sultan
hnd witnessed the sad consequences and so he was
ot ready to see them repeated in his case. Under
strict rule, people lived in perfect peace and
ppiness. Thus relying on the evidence of all these
torians, it can be easily said that Alauddin
halji with many good qualities of head and heart
oved to be the greatest Sultan of Delhi and one
the best Sultans known to history.

Some critics are of apinion that Alauddin Khaiji
il nothing of permanence. His government, it is
#ged, had no stable foundation and the Khalji
Asty -was eusily supplanted because of the
rent weakness of his rule.’ There is no doubt
t Alanddin's administrative system had its
octs, His government was based upon militar
e, His price control system brought benefit to
poorer classes but the rich land-lords, merchants
maliks hated it, because it deprived them of
Ith and income. The spy svstem and drastic
Hishments made people's life irksome, His
ressive measures caused dissafisfaction among
But all this does not hold water when a
ful and eritical analysis of his achievements is
e. He converted a small kingdom into a big
ire and for the first time in the history of Delhi
lanate brought Southern India into submission.

then dealt a death blow to the power of the
fiols who threatened the very existence of
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' his independence, and defeated him. On his return

. he murdered the Sultan and was crowned king of
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Delhi Sultanale, e also set up a very strong
administration and. kepl the Sultanate safe and
gecure from internal rebellions, Most of his
administrative measures served as medels {or later
monarchs,

The incompetence of the sons of Alauddin
Khalii and the intrigues of his minister, Malik
Kafur led to the fall of his dynasty, Malik Kafur
who intrigued to obtain power for himself had
unbounded influence over'the Sultan. Before the
death of Alauddin Khalji he ‘prevailed upon him to
imprison his two sons, Khizr Khan and Shadi Khan
for conspiracy and to nominate an infant son,
Shihabuddin as successor’. On his death Malik
Kafur became the regent of the infant Sultan, Khizr
Khan and Shadi Khan were blinded in the prizoh
and their mother was forcibly married by him.
He bestowed the highest offices on his favourites.
But he could not continue this nefarious life for a
long time. He was soon murdered by a soldier of the
palace and. Mubarak, the third son of Alauddin, was
made regent of Shihabuddin. After a short time,
Mubarak blinded and deposed his minor brother and
then he ascended the throne in 1318.

Mubarak began his reign with cheap popularity.
He repealed most of the laws that his father had
enforced. In 1317, he personally led an expedition
against Raja Harapala of Deogir who proclaimed

he gave himself up entirely to a life of pleasure
and enjoyment and left the charge of administra-
tion in the hands of Khusrau Khan, a low-born
Hindu convert. Khusrau Xhan, Governor of the
Deccan, planned to capture the throne of Delhi for
himself and carried it out successfully. In 1320,

Delhi, But the usurper soon began to misuse his
power. His actions'alienated the nobles from his
administration and Ghazi Malik, who was one of the
{amous nobles and the governor of the Punjab, at-
tacked Delhi with a large force. He defeated and

THE EHALII DYNASTY

beheaded Khusrau Khan in 1320, He r

leading nobles to raise some member nefq?lf:tgnﬁjei
dynasty f‘f" the throne: but as all the members of
the Khalji dynasty had been extinguished the nobles
placed Ghaz@-MaIik on the throne. With the con-
ing of Ghazi Malik to power, the Khalji dynaé'y
came 1o an end. “The Khaljis had made two cor"t-
lr:jbutmns to kingship. They showed that kingship
1;135 not a monopoly of any privileged class, but
that it was within the reach of those who had the
power and ability to hold it....The second contrie
bution m_ade Ih‘;r the Khaljis was that kingship
could exist without any special religious support
and that the outlook of a king was very diflerent

from that ‘of the cler
contribution of Alauddin.’g‘ his was the/greatest

. T
R. P. Tripathi, Some Aipecis of Muslim Admininicetion,
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CHAFTER VII

THE TUGHLUQ DYNASTY

%
{1320—1412)

Ghiyasnddin Tughlu {13@'—4312@}} e

Ghazi Malik ascended-the-tlirone under the title
of Ghivasuddin Tughlug. e was of the stock oF
Qurauna Turks who lived in the mountainous ref
gion between‘Sind and Turkistan. His father cams
to India in theltime of Balban and married a Jag
woman of the Punjeb. Thus the new Sultan had
in him “the modesty and mildness of the Hindus
and the wirility ard vigour of the Turks"” From &
humble position, Ghazi Malik had risen to a high

der Alauddin Khalji, he played an important pag
in driving out the Mongoels and for this reason IN
was called the ‘warden of the marches'. When hi
came to the.throne, the empire of Delhi was in3
state of confusion and he, with great firmness an
prudence, restored order and discipline in the e
pire. Within a short time, he amply justified til
choice of the nobles making him the ruler of Delks

Ghivasuddin Tughlug started his reign with?
number of beneficial measures. He made suitabl
provisions for the surviving girls of the K alj
family and conciliated all old officlals by givilg
thern land and employment.

The Sultan sent an expedition in 1321 undg
the command of his fon, Juna Ehan, against Wa
rangal in the Deccan. The first attempt ended 1if
failure and the Prince led his second expedition
1328 which resulted in the capture of Bidar a
Warrangal,

A eivil war in Bengal among the grandsons @
Buphra Khan offered the Sultan a chance to intessy
vene in the affairs of that province. The eldes
Masiruddin, being expelied by his younger brothel

LI

THE TUGHLUQ DYMNASTY

Ghiyvasuddin Bahadur Shah, appealed to Ghiyas-
uddin Tughlug for help. The Sultan seized the op-
portunity and proceeded towards Bengal, Ie met
Ghivasuddin at Tirhut. Ghiyasuddin was defeated,
eaptured and sent to Delhi as prisoner. The Sultan
annexed eastern Bengal and put it in charge of Na-
siruddin as his vaszal. On his way back to Delhi, he
reduged the Raja of Tirhut (northern Bihar) to
submission.

On his return from Bengal Ghiyasuddin Tugh--
luqg died in 1325 from the collapse of a wooden
structure which Juna Khan (Ulugh Ehan) had
built at Afghanpur to receive his father, The death
of Ghiyasuddin has become a subject of contro-
versy amongst the historians. -According to Ibn
Batuta, the death of the Sultan was due to conspi-
racy of his son who got the pavilion so constructed
that it would eollapse on being touched by the
elephants. Barani exonerales him and ascribes the
Sultan’s death to a stroke of lightning, A careful
study of contemporary and later works shows that
the collapse of the building was purely accidemsal
and the Prince was perfectly free from the charge
of parricide. The Prince, Juna Khan ‘was decidedly
the best of all the sons of the Sultan and had long
been heir-apparent.’ He had no rival claimant for
the throne, Over and above, the Prince was a man
of character, ‘He would not have acted against his
conscicnee even if his life had been at stake!! Bui
there neither his life nor his throne was in danger.
Alauddin Khalyi killed his royal patran and the Mu-
ghal princes—Ihusrau, Khurram and Auranpgzeb
revolted against their respective fathers, The case
of these princes was quile different, because they
had little or no chance of ascending the throne.

Administration of Ghiyvasuddin

Ghiyasuddin Tughlug was a model and benign
administrator. His “administration was based upun
the principles of justice and moderation and in ihe
enforcement of regulations he was guided by his
desire to advance public weal.”; When he took the
reins oi government, he found the {reasury in a
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depleted condition. He instituted a searching en-
quiry and recovered the ill-gotten wealth which
Khusrau Khan had distributed among his favour-
iles and supporters, “To prevent corruption and
embezzlement he paid his officers well and pro-
moted to high rank only those who gave proof of
loyalty and devotion. In the distribution of re-
wards he was puided by consideraticns of rank,
merit and length of service and avoided all distine-
tions, He was not a whimsical despot but a saga-
cious and thoughtful ruler who always consulted
his councillors in important matters of the State.”

The chief care of Ghivasuddin Tughlug was the
encouragement and extension of agriculture. Canals
were ‘excavated to irrigate the lands, gardens were
planted and forts were built to provide shelter for
He did not allow
the system of farming which had long been in Vogpue
under the feudal conditions of early Muslim rule.
He considerably lightened the Frden of taxation by
reducing the dues of the State 1o 1110th of the Pro-
duce and inflicted severe punishments on those
oificials who extorted money from the subjects at
the time of collection. “Large remissions of revenue
were made in times of draught and the defaulters
were treated with great genercsity.” This revenue
policy gives Ghiyasuddin the rank of one of the best
statesmen in Indo-Pak sub-continent.

The Sultan bestowed his minute attention on
all departments of the State. A system of poor-
reliefl was organised and strict discipline was en-
foreed. The departments of justice were reformed
and a most efficient postal serviee was introduced.
He built a strong fort called Tughlugabad near
Delhi for the defence of the North-Western Frontier
against the Mongol attacks.

Ghiyasuddin Tughlug was an able .genera'}. and
a benevaolent ruler. He was slways anxious for the

welfare of his subjects. He patronised literary men

and religious institutions. In the course of a few
years he proved a just, high-minded and wigorous
king. In ‘administrative policy he may be consider-
ed the prototype of the later Sher Shah Sur.

THE TUGHLUQ DYNASTY

Muhammad hin Tughlug (1325—1351)
Ulugh Khan ascended the throne in 1395 under
- the title of Muhammad bin Tughlug. He was one
of the most remarkable figures in the history of
Muslim Asia, The first few years of his reign
(1325-35) was a period of comparative peace and
prosperity and the second period (1335-51) of hLis
Teign witnessed a series of iroubles and rebellions
in Bengal, Gujrat, Sind and the Deccan.
Early troubles

In the second year of his reign the Sultan had
10 Iace the rebellion of his cousin, Bahauddin Gur-
shasp who held the fief .of Sagar near Gulbarga in
the Dececan. He was defeated, captured and ulij.
mately ordered to be flayéd alive. This was follow-
ed by the revolt of Bahram Aiba Kishlu Khan, the
governor of Multan, Muhammad bin Tughlug
marched to Multan at the head of a vast army, The
rebel governor was defeated and killed. ,

Genealogical Table of the Tughlug Dynasty

|
Rajab

(iii} Firuz
|

: i
(i) Ghivasuddin :
| :
(ii) Muhammad bin Tughlug

| [ &9 I
Fateh Khan Zafar Khan (vi) Nasiruddin Muhammad

I N
(iv) Ghiyasuddin (v) Abu Balr
I
(vil) Humayun (viii) Nasirnddin Mahmud
It was about this time that Tarma%hirm. ihe
Chaghtai king of Transoxiana, came 1o Indo-Pakis.
tan. The defeat inflicted by the king.of Khurasan
on Tarmashirin forced the latter to come to this
country to solicit the favour and support of Sultan
Muhammad bin Tughlug in & joint invasion of Khu-
Tasan. The Sultan cordially received him at his
court and as a token of friendship, gave him 5,000
dinar as a present. The account of his invasion of
Indo-Pakistan and the . abject surrender of the
Sultan by bringing the Mongols are baseless,
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Ziauddin Barani mentions five projects of Mu=
hammad bin Tughluqg, namely, the increased taxes
in the Doab, the making of Deogir into a capital,
the ioken currency, the Khorasan expedition and
the Qarachil expedition. Bul the history of the
learned author iz not a chronological account of this
period, He gives precedence to an event not be-
cause it tock place first but because it struck his
imagination most, By placing the enhancement of
the revenue in the Doab at the head of all his pro-
jects hie does not miean to say that it happened first.
Of the disastrous restlts produced by all the pro-
jects; the increased taxes in the Doab topped the
list and so he puts it first,

Estohlishment of Capital in Deogir

Muhammad bin Tughlug was a man of experi-
ence and oulstanding genius. He fully realised the
importance of the Decear problem while he was
in charge of an expedition to Warrangal during the
life time of his father. ©Of all parls of the empire
the Deccan wag the weakest and most dangerous.

' So after his accession 1o the throne he first embark-

ed upon a new policy to solve the Deccan problem,
As it was a erucial one, he wanted to establish a
second capital in Deogir under the name of Daulat-
abad by taking ‘it under his personal charge, "be-
cause Deogir was more centrally situated than Delhi
and close to the scene of action in the Deccan'. The
Sultan held a vast empire and it avas too difficult
to rule this vast empire from- a distant capital. The
siweterment of Ibn Batuta that the Sultan removed
his capital to the Decean in order to punish the pea-
ple of Delhi, who had written to him abusive and
scandalous letters by criticising his palicy, is false
and has no foundafion. Seccondly, Alanddin had
congquered the Deccan States but he had mostly left
their administration in the hands of the local Rajas.
Muhammad bin Tughlug wanted to bring the Dec-
ean Slates under his direct control in order 16 con-
solidate the ‘authority of the Central Government.
He thought that from Deogir he would be able to
establish effective Muslim rule in the Deccan, Third-

- = AT AT ..
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Thirdl}r,;he wanted to introduce the culture of Islam
in the Deccan” which had a preponderance of Hindu
population and to create better feelings between
the Muslims and the Hindus there,

With the above objects the Sultan ordered the
upper classes as well as the influential nobles and

courtiers of Delhi to leave for Daulntabad, | me ¢

of the leading theologians and Sufis were alsc ask-
ed t6 go to the new capital 1o live there. That the
common pecple (the masses) or the Hindus were
not ardzred to leave the capital is borne out by two
wanskrit inscriptions of the year 1327 and 1328
The assertion of Ibn Batuta who came to India se-
veral years after this event and whose account is
based on bazar gossips that ‘the city (Delhi) was
reduced to a desert’ is not confirmed by facts. The
wultan recruited a strong army for his campaign of
1329 against Bahram Aiba Kishlu Khan when the
latter rese in revolt in Multan. If Delhi was de-
serted even by the door-keepers, then how was it
possible for the Sultan to recruit his army from a
deserted city ? Delhi remained the prinoipal capi-
tal of the empire even after shifting part of the
Muslim population to Daulatabad, The Sultan's
project to establish Daulatabad as a second capital
was opposed by many interested persons. The re-
bellion of Kishlu- Khan, who refused to obey the
orders of the Sultan, was the direct result of this
opposition. The statement of Ibn Batuta that a
cripple was thrown by means of the ballista and

blind man was dragged from Delhi to Daulatabad is .

not irue. Nor the hyperbelic statement of Barani
that 'not a cat or dog was left among the buildings
of the city, in its palaces or in its suburk’ ean be
literally accepled. A careful examination of the
available data leads us to believe that Delhj Was
never deserted and it never censed to be the capital.
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strengthened in the Deccan. But the Sultan faced
great difficulties in the new capital. The Mongols
began to lead invasions from the North-West snd
revolts and anarchy began to spread in the North,
Besides, many wanted to go back to Delhi as they
did not feel at home in their new environment, In
the circumstances the Sultan ordered his people to
return to the old capital, The return journey be-
came so hard that many people died on the way.

The non-adjustment of the nobles and courtiers
in the Deccan atmosphere, the slackening of hold
over the North Indian States, the Mongol invasions
which necessitated. the presence of the Sultan in
the North and the hurried execution of his plans
were some of the causes of the ultimate failure of
‘the scheme But ihe ineguality of the Sultan's
measures has been exaggerated by some of the his-
torians and a more severe criticism has been level-
led against him than is warranted by a careful and
candid serutiny of facts, The change of capital or
the establishment of a new capital was not dictated
by the mére caprice of a whimsical despot. It was
the consideration of safety and better government
which alone urged the Sultan to take such & bold
siep. The Sultan had' realised the advantage of
making Deogir a second capital. He had felt that

from Deogir he would be able to hold the empire

efficiently and bring the Deccan also under his sWay.
Moreover, the attempt of having a new capital was
not something wvery fantastie and foolish. Thers
were many rulers in ancieft -and medieval times
who lried to establish new capitals, It may also be
said in favour of the Sultan that as soon as he real-
ised the futility of his scheme, he ordered the peo-
ple to go back to Delhi. He had also been very
sympathetic to the people whom he provided with
all facilities on both journeys and abolished many
taxes, The Sultan, however, has to be blamed not
for his motives but for his method of execution,

Khurasan expedition

After the &épart‘ure of Tarmashirin the Sultan

directed his attention towards the Deccan problem

" and this success of the Muslim

THE TUGHLUGQ DYNASTY

and the collection of a vast army. The Sultay, at
the inspiration and encouragement of some Khura
sanl nobles, who took shelter at his court, wanled
1g lead an expedition to Khurasan, With this abject
in view he recruited a large army consisling of 37,000
men. Amir Nauroz, the son-in-law of Tarmashirin
and an-INasi:, the ruler of Egypt, had come to join
the army. But the Khurasan expedition did not
materialise and the army remained unused. The
idea of undertaking the campaign was abandoned

,because of the sudden change of the political and

diplemztic condition of the country. It probably
lay (a) in the restoration of friendly relations bet-
ween Abu Sa'id of Persia and an-Nasir of Egypt
and (b) the deposition of Tarmashirin,

‘Qarachil expedition

. Another expedition was directed against the
‘Qarachil mountain. The Sultan never entertained
the idea of conquering China. But some histo-
Tians . have brought a charge against the Sultan
for his wild scheme of congquering China, The
causes of the Qarachil expedition lay in the need
for bringing the refractory hill chieftain under his
contrel. The Muslims were galning vietory at first
army made
Khusrau Malik, the leader of the expedition over
confident, He then advanced in the direction of
‘Tibet where his army was overtaken by rains and
'disease. As o result, almost the whole army was

‘destroyed with the exception of the few who

survived to tell the story of the terrible disaster of
this expedition,

Introduction of Token Currency

Muhammad bin Tughlug has been dezcribed
by Thomas as a ‘Prince of Moneyers', “It is, indeed
in his role as a Prince of Moneyers”, says the same
author, * that Muhammad bin Tughlug claims our
peculiar attention. His mintages are instructive both
in the novelty and variety, of their types, admirable
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tisti i ign and execu-
tistic perfection of their des {
i;:r:h?.?f.burifg the early part ?f l'us_ reign he
'rerr:udelled the coinage a‘u}? re-ad;ust&d lttf; ;:i;::éuﬁ
he relative values of the precious me
L{:'iéil:at: new and more exacl representatives of the

subordinate circulation.

the
The introduction of token currency was
most interesting experiment of Sultan Mulizfin??;;l
bin Tughlug. There - were factors which oo tht;
io take this step. The Sultan had studied 08
history of paper currency in China and Per;s:id o
perhaps he got inspivation {from there to intr o
ihe token currency. The prevailing scarcity
silver in that period prompted the Sultan to is_su;
token coins of copper. Tﬁe nece:;lmty Eeué Eﬂrzgvdé?%” s; X
' uate substitute for the much n ]
:iegmportant cause of this experiment, Tj?ﬂy:;r:lhe:
Sultan wanted to introduce this currency in i
to earry out new projects and reforms. It has e
alleped that the Sultan’s pr&d:gatlr agnizii:rr:itg, e
1e, the expenditure in NG
f—iﬂ;lﬂsf:rencexﬂf the capital, '_t.he cost of Fehah#:ﬁ}te
ing Delhi and finally, the price of keeping % ik
Mongols had depleted the treasury _an:il the'lluhe i
issued token currency to replenish 1#. i:1 wmf Ro
mistake to regard his attempt as the result o Ao
rupiey. That the treasury was not empht:.r ; 'lm?;
pnrteh by the fact that the Sultan atter the ;In e
of the currency had enough gold to pay in exchang
for all the copper tokens.

< i d of
The Sultan ordered copper tokens instead

silver to be used and made it legal tender just 1:1}:;
gold and silver coins. His scheme was _!imla E:
scientific and useful, But he: was ahead of,h;ﬁﬁ it
and his scheme ended in failure. ‘;‘he State ; r?e o
take steps to prevent the circulation of counte i
coins. As a result “the house of every Hm:&n} Win
wrned into a mint”. The Hindus forged ?mnli &
1akhs and thousands. They paid their taxes in i fth
coins and purchased their horses and weapons wi i
them. Imports were almost slopped, because mre:g'
merchants refused to . accept the token currency.

———=
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‘When the situation was so grave, the Sultan order-
ed the withdrawal of the eopper currency from the
market and asked people to take from the State
ireasury gold and silver instead. The State suffer-
ed a heavy loss and the people made  enormous
profits ‘at the cost of the State treasury.

In spite of good intentions the scheme of Wu-
hammad bin Tughlug was a total failure, The maia
wcauses of its failure are—(1) the traditional insta-
Lility of Muslim rule in India wheregone dynasty is
fast supplanted by another: (2) the abundant coin-
age of copper which aggravated the situation and
the ignorance of the people who thought Lhat the
Sultan was going to rob them of every peany : and
lastly (8) the copper tokens could be en®ily minted
in private houses, It has already been discussed that
the house of every Hindu was turned into a mint,
But no proper step was taken by the government
to check forgery,

" Increased faxation in the Doal

Tke failure of the Khurasan and Jarachil ex-
peditions and the fiasco of ihe token currency
seriously-affected the flnances of the State and led
the Sultan fo increase the tax in the Doab., Accord-
Ing to Ferishta, the tax was increased only three or
four times. But Barani remarks that it was rajsed
ten or twenty times, The taxes or cesseés were
collected with ‘such rigour that the ryots were
reduced to beggary. When the peasants of distant
provinces heard of the fate of the people of the Doab,
they withdrew their allegiance and sought shelter in
the forest. This economic measure of Muhammad bin
Tughlug drove many to rebellion. The distress of
the people was further aggravated by a severc
famine which visited Delhi. Malwz and the region
of the Doab at that time. The Sultan took steps to
help the agriculturists by ordering wells to be dug
and loans to be advanced to them. But the remedics
<ame too late. The long duration of the famine
had exhausted their patience and prevented them
drom utilising the leans.

NS L AT
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Muhammad bin Tughlug became very unpopu-
lar for his increase of tax in the Doab and this has
been violently criticised by the historians. According
io Baranip"it operated to the ruin of the country and
decay of the people...... the backs of the ryots
were broken. Those who were rich became rebels ;
the lands were ruined and ecultivation was arrested,
Grain became dear, the rains were deficient, so
famine became general and widespread, It lasted
for years and thousands upon thousands of people
perished.” It appears that Barani who himself be-
longed to the Doab, has greatly exapgerated the
effects of the measure. Moreover, the Sultan had
reasons {o justify .the increase of tax in the Doab.
Firsuy, Alduddin Khalji had already charged 5070
of the gross produce. So if Muhammad bin Tughlug
levied almost the same rate of tax, there was noth-
ing wrong in it. Secondly, the Doab was a fertile
land and the people there were rich and prosperous.
Thirdly, the increase in taxation, according to.
Brown, was neither oppressive nor excessive. So
there was nothing wrong in the experiment. Un=
fortunately this “measure was carried out at a time
when a severe famine was stalking the Doab and
the distress of the people was greatly sggravaled
by its disastrous effects.” -

Rebellions

Rebellions broke out.in various parts of the:
empire as a result of the economic measure, ThHe
year 1335 is a landmark in the history of its re-
bellions and disorders. In 1335, Jalaluddin Ahs‘ar_:_
Shah of Mabar rose in open revolt and became in-
dependent. In 1338, Fakhruddin Mubarak Shah of
Bengal threw off the allegiance of the Delhi Sulta-
nate and assumed the role of an independent ruler,
As the Sultan was busy elsewhere, he could not
g0 to Bengel to suppress the usurper. In 1340, an-
other important rebellion broke out which was led
by ‘Ainul Mulk, the governor of Oudh and one of the
top ranking nobles of the time. The Sultan issued an
order for his transfer to Daulatabad. But ‘Ainul
Mulk defied the order thinking that the Sultan was

THE TUGHLUQ DYNASTY

trying to bring about his ruin and he revolted. He
was defeated and captured, In consideration of his
faithful and meritorious services in the past, the
Sultan treated him generously and took him back
into service. The Hindus in the Deccan took ac-
vantage of the Sultan’s troubles and they made a
bid for independence, They founded the Vijaynagar
kingdom in 1336 under the leadership of Hari Hara
and Bukka Rai. Warrangal and Diarasamudra
were also lost to the empire of Delhi.

In 1337, the foreign Amirs of Daulatabad Te-
volted against the Sultan and set up one of their
leaders named Ismail Mukh Afghan’ as their king.
On hearing this, the Sultan came back from Gujrat,
defeated the rebels and captured the fortwf Daulat-
abad, But one of the Amirs, Hasan by name, mana-
ged to escape with some of his followers to Gulbar-
ga.. When the Sultan left Daulatabad, Hassen at-
tacked and captured it Ismail Mukh gave up his
post in favour of Hasan who declared himself in-
dependent and ascended the throne under the title
of Abul Muzaffar Bahman Shah, Thus the founda-
tion of the Bahmani kingdom was laid,

After his return from Saragdwari the Sultan
received the recognition of investiture of his title
to the throne from the Khalifah of Cairo in 1345,
During the last few Years of his reign he was most-
ly occupied with the suppression of the revolis
When he was busy in suppressing the revolt at
Thatta (Sind), he passed away from this mundane
world (in 1351), 7 :

Estimate of Mulinmmad hin Tughlug

There has been a lol of controversy regarding
the character and achievements of Muhammad bin
Tughlug among the scholars and historians, bath
medieval and modern. Historians like Barani and
Ibn Batuta have expressed conflicting views about
the personality, virlues and faults of the Sultan.
Modern writers, following them, have passcd
diametrically opposite judgements on his character.
Elphipstone was of the view (hat the Sultan was
~Farled by some degree of insanity and writers like
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ali of his contemporaries. It is said that what Hu-
tem Tai and others gave in a year, he pave away st
one time, The personal life of the Sultan was mark-
<d by a high standard of morality. He was free from
the prevailing vices of his age. Ibn Batuta dez-
cribes him “as the most humble of men and one who
is most inclined towards doing what is right and
Just”. Like Alauddin Khalji, he refused to be dic-
tated by the Ulema in matters of administration
and exercised his independent judgement. This is
why some of the historians have charged him with
irreligiousness, He was a true Muslim, Ibn Batuta
who is supported by two contemporary historians,
namely, Shihabuddin Ahmad and Badr-i-Chach
says, “He follows the principles of religion with
devoutness and performs the prayers himszelf and
Ppunishes those whko neglect them.” In spite of his
devotion to Islam, he was not intolerant to men of
other faiths, According to Ibn Batuta, a good num-
ber of Hindus occupied high positions in the State.

The charges of madness and blood-thirstiness
which have been brought against him are not true.
According to Elphinstone who has been supported
by V. A Smith, Havell and, some Indian ‘writers
like S. R. Sharma, the Sultan suffered from some
degree of insanity. But this view has been rejected
by Dr, Iswari Prasad and Gardner Brown. Dr. 1+
warl Prasad opines that the charges of blood-thirsti-
ness and madness are mostly baseless. No conter:-
porary historian has mentioned anything from which
it can be concluded that the Sultan was mad. Pro-
bably Elphinstone and other European historians
were misled by the statement of Ibn Batuta and
Barani that there were always some dead bodies
lying in front of the Sultan's palace. In fact, the
Sultan inflicted the punishment of death for petty
offences not because he was mad but because “Le
had no sense of proportion and also because such
‘was the custom prevailing in Europe and Asia at
that time.” The charge of bloed-thirtiness was level-
led against the Sultan by the orthodox writers who
were much annoyed by the anti-clerical policy of
the Sultan. Mr. Brown has rightly remarked, “That
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he was mad is a view of which contemporaries give g
no hint ; that he was a visionary, his many-sided;
practical and vigorous character forbids us to be-
lieve, To call him a despot may be true, but no
other form of government was conceivable in the
Middle Ages,”

Acecording to Barani, the Sultan was a man of
many conflicting habits and on the basis of this some
historians have described him as “a mixture of op-
posites.” The Sultan disliked low and mean people
and yet he raised them to high posts. He was hum-
ble and at the same time extremely arrogant. He
was very generous and at the same time he was
very cruel and ruthless, At times the Sultan would
appear as a suppliant in a court of justice and
behave like an ordinary citizen, but normally he
would inflict severe punishments. He was shrewd,
intelligent and learned but he lacked practical com- |
mon sense. He was very religious and acted accord-
ing to the tenets of Islam but at the same time he
was considered irreliglous because he put some
Ulema to death, :

Muhammad bin Tughlug was neither bloods
thirsty nor irreligious nor visionary. He was a
“grossly misunderstood sovereign”, Dr, Ishwari Pra=
sad remarks that “superficially viewed the Sultan
geems to be an amazing compound of contradictions,
but he is not really so" According to Dr, A, M.
Hugain, ‘if at all there were some contradictory qua-
lities in him these appeared at different periods of
his career and there were clear reasons behind
them!', .

Muhammad bin Tughlug wag a very ambitious
king, He wanted to conquer the whole world. In
the early part of his relgn, he effected some con-

rasamudra under his sway and this extended his
empire which consisted of as many as 23 provinces,
But during the later part of his reign, many revolis
took place in various parts of the empire, As a re-
sult many distant provinces in the South, East and
West becamie independent and this weakened the
Delhi Sultanate. ™ '
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upon the unhappy offenders who could not ke_cp
pace with his imagination. Hence with the best in-
tentions, excellent ideas but no balance or patience,
no sense of proportion Muhammad bin Tughlug was
a transeendant failure.”

Thus Muhammad bin Tughlug failed as a ru_ler
in spite of his high political ideas, his inventive mind
and his best intentions to better the lot of the people.

Causcs of the Sultan's failure

The failure of Muhammad bin Tughlug as a
ruler was largely due to circumstances over which
he had no control. Famine played an important part
in the failure .of the Sultan. Dr., Ishwari Prasad
says, “A gevere famine which lasted for more tha‘n
a decade marred the glory of his reign and set his
subjects against him. The verdict that declares him =
a pruel and blood-thirsty tyrant like Nero or Caligul
does little justice to his great genius'and ignores his
conspicuous plan to cope with famine and his efforts:
to introduce ameliorative reforms.”. He had a good
heart and a sincefe intention to uphold the interest
of the empire. But he never got the co-operation
of the officers who were entrusted with the enforce=
ment of his reforms and projects rather they were
opposed to them. He was unable to understand why
there should be any opposition to his schemes. He
thought that these were the works of the mischief=
mongers and he inflicted severe punishments on
them without regard to position or birth. Thus his
every new scheme brought a series of punishmenis
which. ultimately created an impression that the
Sultan was an unscrupulous tyrant. He was far in
advance of his age and people could not appreciate
his high ideas. Besides, the Ulema created no less:
troubles to his empire in their personal interests,
According to Lanepoole, the provincial governors
were “hungry adventurers” who could not be relied
upon, It was they who revolted against the Sultan
and asseried their independence, But the real cause
of his failure lay in his obstinacy to carry out hig
scheme in the face of grim opposition, He fziled tol
wwdnretand the social and economic difficuliies of
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those days and made no allowance for the feelings
of his nobles and officers. None can deny this fact
that a measure, however beneficial it may be, can-
not be imposed upon the people against their will
and in this respect Muhammad bin Tughlug was a
poor judge of human psychology.

Ibn Batuta

Ibn Batuta,*who was born at Tangiér in Africa
in 1304 AD: travelled for more than 25 years of his
life almost all over the important countries of the
Islamie world. He started o: his travels in 1375
and during the next eight years explored the whole
of Northern Africa, Arabia, Persia, the Levant and
Constantinople. He came fo Indo-Pakistan in 1333
and was appointed Chief Qazi of Delhi by Muham-
mad bin Tughlug. He held this office for about eight
years, He at last lost the favour of the emperor and
was imprisoned, It was after esrnest pravers that

he was released and sent a few months later as an-,

ambassador to China, But on the way he was ship-
wrecked and after a sojourn of a few years here

and there he returned to his native land in 1340, -

He recorded his experience in a book called Safar-
namakh,

Ion Batuta has left an account of the reign of i

Muhammad bin Tughlug. But the account of this
famous traveller has to be accepted with great cau-
tion, Firstly, though he was restored to favour after
imprisonment, he never forgot the punishment in-
flicled on him hy the Sultan and hence the hatred
he carried for Muhammad bin Tughlug is clearlv
reflected in his book. Secondly, he, like most of the
travellers; mixed up facts with gossip and- gave as
much importance to unauthentic hearsays as to
things which he personally saw. In spite of this de-

“fect Ibn Batuta's account is full of valuable infor-

mation about this period. He described the Sultan
as pious and generous, cruel and ruthless whose
gateway was never free from a beggar whom he
hlac_I made-rich and the body of & man whom he had
slain, =
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Firuz Shah Tughlug (1351—1388)

The death of Muhammad bin Tughlug threw
the imperial army into great confusion and disprdcr.
For two days the royal camp was plundeced and
harassed by the rebels of Sind and the Mongol mer-

cenaries who had come to help the Bultan's army

against the rebel Taghi, In the midst of these frou-
bles the nobles offered the throme to Firuz, son of

Rajab and cousin of Muhammad bin Tughlug. But . '

Firuz was at first reluctant to accept the ofter for
{ear of responsibility to God. He ultimately gave
hiz consent, took up the charge of Government and
started for Delhi* with the imperial army. With his
entry into the capital Khwaja Jahan, the deputy of
the late Sultan who had placed a supposed son ang
suceessor of Muhammad bin Tughlug on the throng,
came to him and was pardoned. While Khwaja
Jahan was going back to the fief of Samana, be was
killed on the way by an officer, named Sher Khan,

Firuz Shah was a peace-loving man. In his
reign no serious battle was fought 2nd no great col-
guest was made. In 1353, he led an expedition
against Haji Ilyas’ who declared himself indepen-
dent in Bengsl and invaded Tirhut, With the ap-

proach of the Sultan of Delhi Haji Ilyas took shel-

ter in the fortress of Thdala, Firuz Shah could not
reduce the fort and was obliged to retreat, In 1352,
he again marched towards Bengal, Hzji Tlyas was
by that time succeeded by his son, Sikandar Shah.

Sikandar Shah like his father ‘shut himself up in
the fort of Ikdala. The imperial troops besieged the

fort and peace was then concluded on favourable
terms for Sikandar Shah who agreed fo pay a' tri-
bute of 40 elephants and-to surrender Sonargaoh.

On his way back to Delhi from Bengal, Firuz
Shah balied for some time at Jaunpur in 1360 and
then led an expedition into Jajnagar (modern

Orissa), The Raja.of this place soon offered his sub-
mission, The next expedition was directed against
the fortress of Nagorkot, After a siege of six months,
its Raja submilied to him,
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In 1361-62, the Sultan turned hiz a -
‘wards Sind in order o punish the peuplélf}?t'??gtﬁ
the {:apﬁtal of Sind, for their disloyalty to Muhar*-:
mad bin Tughlug, He marched against Thatta ;:_t
the head of a large army. His first attempt ended
An failure and he retreated to Gujrat with a view ;.n
reinforcing his army. When the imperia) army was
strengthened by the reinforcement sent from 'De]hri
by his minister, Khan-i-Jahan Magbul, the Sultan
again attacked the Sindhis and forced the Jo
(ruler} of Thatta to surrender, The Jum was grant-

%?n?i pension and his brother was allowed 1o govern

Firuz Shah did not make an '.attem t to bri
the Deccan under his contral. ante Pﬂspfailuxl?:ﬂif
the Bengal expedition, he fook an oath not to gi;l.r to
war except for suppressing rebellions. On his re-
turn to Delhi he was called upen to suppress a few
Tebellions. In 1377, the Governor of Gujrat rose in
Tevolt but was defeated and killed. This was fol-
lowed by the rebellion in Katehar The .:“:ult.an not
only suppressed the rebellion but orderéed a generai
massacre of the suspected criminals in Katehar.

Administration of Firuz Shah

Firuz Shah deserves to be

kn
best rulers of Belhi, own &s one of the

; He was not a po rarri
and his military enterprises were must%vafn:iglsos{
ful, But he was & just and benevolent administra-
tor, His long reign of 37 vears was a period of fnru-:.
perity and happiness. ‘On his accession he wrote off
the lpang which had been advanced to the people
by the late Suiian during the days of {famine, Firuz
re_-infmdumd the jagir system (grant of land to the
military officers in lieu of eash salaries) which had
been abelished by Alnuddin Khalji. He tried his
‘utmost to eradicate the bad effects of hie predeces-
sors’ reign. He reduced taxation to a limit preseril-
ed by the Quranic Law. He abolished many unj+ust
and vexatious taxes which had been levied upon
the people during the previous reigns. Accordi
to Futuhar-i-Firuz Shah,  the Sultan abnlish ?’?ﬁ‘
such cesses, for they were not sanctioned by r_-
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i f taxes sanc-
f Islam. He levied four kinds o : :
1?;:'159; b}fs the Quranic Law, naﬂﬁlftﬁhaxi}czﬁ:ﬁ;
nd khums or 15 of the spoils. e :
3.;?;'?: ;empmd from them paymen:_eoi; E_r;f;l:;a?nr::
ressive duties, The officers we :
Eﬁﬁ‘iandiug anything more t..t‘lim;fl :I::ﬂ p;:ﬁ;:;;:;.‘; c?éla?:
if they cid otherwise, they W alt
T:Ehlf t’:ll‘hi'm:r new system of taxation was bersueﬁmal
to the development of trade and agriculture. “mﬁs -
i-Siraj Afif, a cnntem]i;mrarfh hlsm::'gr es:r:fi’ich 78
result of these _regu,l;.at ons the ryo e iy
isfie Sultan encouraged ag
they were satisfied.” The Su neRobiReen o
culture and constructed 150 w e
ich irrigated large areas of land, _
Ec]:ﬁ n::?sire talken by him was the reclamation uf
waste land, the income of which wFa; SPEE; :}{:r}f;d
igi and educational purnhoses, z Shal :
Eﬁ;urfedit of issuing coins of small d.euornmat:ioz;m
half and a quarter ‘jitals', known as adha an
respectively,

i : in the em-
tice was rigorously administered - 4
pireJu'fhl:E M uftisand the Qazis tried the cases. The =

former expounded the law and the latter delivered

the judgement. The Sultan put an end to oppres=

sion and the inhuman methed of punishrments.

for the “welfare

Firuz Shah took special care . :

of his rsnhjects and for this he hrnughti abptutt Eua.
tuin reforms. In the first instance, he institute

. special department of charity known as Diwan-i-

“hai sections—(a) the marriage °

I\-’m:r‘a&; I‘:ndha?b}twfhe ‘employment ‘E:ureau.: He
took upon himself the task of secmgtthst ul:?-
Muslim girl of marriageable age rerm;mer M
married for want of dowry., Widows an ]c:} ?mcnt
were also given pecuniary help. The ?m?m}rwart-
agency was chiefly cnncernedt with thu:isr.'w- ; T;ua
ed clerical and administrative emp 03{:‘1911(;{ Iy
construction of public works and extension

tivation provided ample employment for %buu;:ii
and hendicraftsmen, It wis the Eiut:.rv:fe ifrlithmtt-

I of Deihi to find out those who 3 t
:riplivmcnt and to produce them T“?f““f the iﬂt:;?.
The Sultan personally made inguiries into the cir-"
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cumstances and qualifications and after due consul-
tation he provided them with employment, Second-
Iy, the Sultan established a iree big hospital called
Dar-us-Shata in Delhi where good physicians were
appointed to look after the patients and medicine
and diet were distributed among the sick and the
needy at the expense of the State.

Firuz Shah organised the army on & scodal
basis, The regular soldiers received pgrants of land
and the irregulars were paid from the royal trea-
sury and those who received neither salary nor
grants of land were given assignments upon the re-
venue, He, out of kindness, passed a-new regula-
tion to the effect that when a soldier grew old and
incapable his son should succeed him as his deputy,
if he had no son, his son-in-law and failing any son-
in-law, his slave shall Teprezent him. The Sultan
took special care to maintain the slaves for the uti-

lization of their services in the State and organised
the institution. of slavery into a system.

Firuz Shah was a great builder of cities and
mosques. He established a new capital at Delhi
and named it Firuzabad, He also founded the cities
like Hisar-Firuzah, Fatehabad, Jaunpur and others,
The Sultan built a number of mosgues, palaces, sa-
rais, reservoirs, hospitals, tombs, bath, menumental
pillars and bridges, He construeted a double sys-
tem of canals from the Jumna and the Sutlej in or-
der to supply water to the new city, Hisar-Firuzah,
He also took interest in the preservation of anci-
ent monuments and caused two monoliths of Asoka
1o be removed to Delhi. He laid out 1,200 new gar-

dens in the vieinity of Delhi and restored 30 old
Bardens of Alauddin Khalji.

The henevolent and humanitarian measures
like the abolition of illegal taxes and inhuman pu-
ishments, the improvements, of agriculture, the ad-
ministration of poor relief, and the encouragement
of numerous public werks made the life of all sec-

_tions of people happy and Frosperous. Bul some of

his acts, though benevolent, proved detrimental 1o
the interests of the Sultanate of Delhi and ultimeate-
8—
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ly contributed to its fall. One of the disasterous
measures introduced by the Sultan was the revival
of Jagir system., The nobles became all-pewerful
in their areas and as a resuli, the control of the Cen-
tral Government over local administration grad-
ually relaxed, Secondly, he allowed the sons and
slaves of old and infirm soldiers to succeed them in
their office. In most of the cases, the successors
did not inherit the qualifications of their predeces-
sore and possess the fitness for the post.  This prac-
tice of hereditary succession in office weakened the
military organisation of the Delhi Sultanate, Third-
1y, the Sultan had & large number of slaves which
at one time reached the high figure of 18,000, For
their proper management he had to establish a se-

" parate department with a regular staff of officers.

The maintenance of a huge number of slaves not
only caused a heavy drain upon the treasury but
these slaves, later on, proved a source of constant
danger o the empire and became one of the causes,
of its downfall. i

His Religious Poliey

Firuz Shah was a staunch follower of Islam
who governed the country according to the laws of
the Sharia:. He inflicted punishments on the
Brahmins for their misconduct and the imposition
of jizya on them was a State policy. It should be
remembered that the able Muslims were not exemp-
ted from the payment of zakat which was far heas
vier a tax than the jizva] The Shias were also se-
verely dealt with, But one should not forget the
age and circumnstances in which he lived. This was
an age of cruelly and intolerance and Firuz Shah
was not in advance of his age. But he was not
worse than his contemporary rulers both Asiatie
. and Eurapean. Hen{:‘e to call him a bigot is perhaps
unfair, -

The last days of Firuz Shah were not peaceful.
His minister, Khan-i-Jahan Magbul became very
serful in the State and his arrogant behaviour

. Muhammad Khan into rebellion, In the midst

THE TUGHLUQ DYRASTY

©f these troubiles he breathed his last in 1388, "“The

'd&alh ﬂf Firuz’” as M 1
€nd of an epoch,” ereland oRAIVER Vi rke o

Estimate of Firuz Shah

Firuz Shah was one of the best Sultans of Delli
¢ was a God-fearing, just and generous ruler, His.
Tule was enlightened and humane. He had to his
f}rledﬂ a record of beneficial works which ensured
i © peace and prosperity of the empire. The aboli
jmn of many unjust taxes and inhuman torture, {he
1mpruvement of agriculture, the enmuragemer{t -:)I
1;-ade. the introduction of grand-motherly legisla-
: on and patronage of buildings testify to his gen-
ﬂi;s.tis a benevolent administrator, He was a friend
le boor and the needy. Under his benign rule
peupF? lived in peace and happiness, . :
_makeuajl:lz Shah was not a good general. He did not
ks ui‘f t.';;ermus attempts to recover the lost pro-.
B/ sl € empire. His military expeditions 1o
.thenga were of tl_le lowest order. He also lacked
e essential gualities of & statesman, His revial-
of tl_m Jagir system, his misplaced generosity to the
soldiers and the abnormal development of the slay
‘system proved fatal to the empire ¢

Though not a great Eeneral and s i
tatesman, F
Was a patron of learning and piet}r.n M];.:l:;

-Afif were written under his

patronage. On th =
‘]i‘u?slf of Nagarkot, some Sanskrit works felf Ii:g::
_ gd and_s and these were translated into Persian
:im er his care. Besides the patronage of indivi-"
. _uaIs, he estahlished a large number of schools and-
-colleges for the education of his subjects

' 'Buecessors of Firuz Shah

; 011 ﬂ'!E ﬁemise 3
hecgme t]'.'lE hﬂne ﬂ?fef:lma Shah the ﬂu‘gne of DEIH

grandsons. At last his Erandso
1,
_}uq 11 ?lccupied the throne. He w
€55 and gave himself up to pleasure &
_ nd indol s
He was soon murdered by his cougin Aby Eakre::r;i

Ghiyasuddin Tu gh-

ntention among his sons and o

e R A
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became king in February, 1388, But Nasiruddin . sions led the Hindus to resist and A L
Muhammad, the Governor of Nagarkot, snatched the dered a general massacre and convitied II'] ;ﬂini :?tru f;::hi OEI'I-{J
throne from himn. After his death his son, Humayun - shambles. Sack of Delhi by Timur's soldiers is one Miuacrc of
ascended the throne, He died very soon and was ©of the most tragic events in the blood-stained an- inhabitants
succeeded by his younger brother, Nasiruddin Mu- nals of that {ll-fated city.

hammad Tughlug, He was the last representative of '
the House of the Tughlugs. Timur had no desire to stay in this country.” Ife
deft Delhi after a stay of 15 days with a large num-

ber of slaves and laden with enormous booty, On Khizr Khan

Invaston: of Tymuy, (1593-99) his way he stormed Meerut, captured Kangra, ang 2ppoinied |
When the successors of Firuz Shah were at feud sacked Jammu, ‘He appointed Khizr Khan who join- Ms 1:‘;"“?
and brought the empire to the brink of destruction zﬂ hhlm n Dgﬂn. to the_ governorship of Mulian, il 2
"~ and dissolution by their policy and deeds, the king TH ore and Dipalpur as his viceroy in Indo-Pakistan,
of Samarkand, Amir Timur invaded Indo-Pakistan 1'11115 he left Indo-Pakistan “leaving behind him the
The wesiy  With a large Turkish force. He became the leader tales of h'-"rml:, and destruction as well as famine
of India of the Chapgtai Turks at the age of .33, He then and pestilence,
and the’ conceived the idea of world conguest. After the
wieration of  eonquest of Persia; Afghanistan and Mesopotamia, After jthe departure of Timur, the whole of Nor-"
ﬁ"““’ B  he turned towards Indo-Pakistan. The wealth of thern India was in disorder and confusion. As a
“::"i:m this country and the toleration of idolatory by the Tesult of the whole destruction of stores of gruin
ames of © oSultans of Delhi drew his attention and he deter- 4and standing crops, famine and pestilence swooped
invasion mined to invade Indo-Pakistan, The distracted and down upon the land, and it took Delhi more than Famine and
chaotic condition of the Sub-continent also favour- 'hal_f a century to recover from the appalling devas- pestlence
ed him in his ‘project. Early in 1398, he sent his ® tation wrought by him. Thousands of innocent pec- [ollowed as ¢
grandson, Fir Muhammad who proceeded with an ble had been ruthlessly killed, many cities and large Ut of
army of 30,000 horse, He crossed the Indus and cap- « villsges had been reduced to ashes, large tracts L'fiilﬂ
tured Uchh and Multan after & few months. He- of field had been Inid waste and the a dninitation ooy E?'.‘,,
overran the territories of Dipalpur and Pakpattan. of the provinces, through which he had passed had Timer
He reached as far as the Sutlej and began 1o wait been completely thrown out of gear. “Delhi wes
there for Timur. In August 1398, Timur himself . utterly ruined and thdse of iis people 'who were left
marched towards Indo-Pakistan with a big force of ‘while for two whale months not a bird moved wing
92,000, cavalry. He crossed the Indus in September in the city,"” says Badauni. Timur completed the
1308 and met Pir Muhammad who had been wai'ting disgolution of the Tughlug empire and the anarchy
for him on the bank of the Sutlej. The combined that followed his departure enabled many provine
forces marched towards Delhi. In December 1398 . ©e5 to assert their independence,
Timur's forces reached Delhi, Mahmud Shah, the i
last ruler of the House of Tughlug, was the Sultan . The history of the Sultanate of Delhi after
of Delhi. He and his minister Mallu Igbal collected a Timur’s departure is the history of devastaled Tndo.
large army to oppose him but they were defeated and Pakistan, Mahmud who had fled to Gujrat after the
" took to flight. Timur entered the city of Delhi in 130§ defeat of the Indian army returned to his capital
as 8 conqueror. He agreed to spare the lives of citl- 'B‘emg a weak king he could not make proper use nf
zens on condition of payment of a heavy ransom, his restored position, He died in 1413 ‘after & roign of

But the conduct of the soldiers in collecting provi- 20 years and with him the Tughlug dynasty ended.
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Causes of the Fall of the Tughluq Dynasty

There were many causes of the fall of the Tugh-
lug dynasty. Firstly, Muhammad bin Tughlug was.
partly responsible for the disintegration of his house.
His establishment of the second capital at Daulat-
abad, his introduction of token currency and the
increazed taxation of the Doab ecreated a lol ef trou-
bles for his people and thus he unconsciously sowed
the seed of its downfall, As a result of his policy,
there: were revolts in many parts of the empire
and several independent kingdoms came into being.
Secondly, although Firuz Tughlug tried to heal the
wounds inflicted by his predecessor, his revival of

, the Jagir system, the hereditary succession in office?

and the slave systern weakened the administration
and were responsible for the fall of the empire.
Thirdly; the Hindus, though subjected to foreign rule
for a long time, had not given up their attempt for
become free and independent. They always conlinit-
ed to revolt and the control of the Delhi Sultanate
was nominal, Their opposition cdnstituted a factor
in the fall of the empire. Fourthly, the weak suc-
cessors of Firuz Tughlug were mainly responsible
for the fall of+the Tughlug dynasty. They were

too weak to recover those parts of the empire which

had become independent during the reign of Nu-
hammad bin Tughlug. They contented themselves
with their personal pleasures and spent their time
in mutual fights. Fifthly, the Sultanate of Delhi un-
der Muhammad bin Tughlug extended nct only
to Northern Indip but also to Southern India.
It was practically impossible to control and rule
over such a vast empire in those days when means
of communications were under-developed. Last-
ly, when the empire was tottering undet the weak
successors of Firuz Tughlug, the invasion of Timur-
lane gave a dealh Blow to the Tughlug dynasty.

. more under the rule of the Delhi Kingdo: ek

CHAFTER. VIII
THE SAYYID AND LODI DYNASTIES

On the death of Mahmud Tu hlug, the ¢
of :Delha was occupied by DaulathhE;a Lnd;hl;sl?s Rhize
gm erned }he country {or about two years, In 1414 Khan,
® Wwas defeated by Khizr Khan, the riler of Multan, 4421
;q;:ii ;E;_e dii;eat ;:i Daulat Khan, Khizr ihan was.
| 86 King of Delhi, He claimed t =
cendant of thel Prophet and the d}'nas'ty ?usgdidd?:s
him is known in history as the Sayyid dynasty, :

. I};l:i‘zi; gih;ﬁ’sr:i?i:; to befa Sayyid is very doubt-
L It Te any family elaim but on 1}
g;:gs of a holy man. Secondly, Khizr Khan ':';:
%u] T:;alured,. generous, pious, clement and truth. Generous
racten s are the excellences of the Prophet's cha. ™ Piovs
baui e];-ﬁa:lzcl 525 tpdeae }Ezre found in him, he could not
. : yvid, izr Khan did not
royal title but professed to  coasict
) Eovern as the vi
Timur's son and successor, Shah Rukh a:d.l':ﬁ:ii::if 4
ally sent him tribute, o

Khizr Khan was a brave and resourceful man

Eﬁtn:::}; ﬁ;ﬂifate}? to undertake a distant and dim

¢ 'EN, When an occasion arase. Ilis :

:-E cash and kind and remission of Tevenue nﬂg::atn}:: Reviral inf
pine of Timur had resulted in the return of con- tbe. Sultan-

fidence and rehabilitation of Delhi : e of
revive the Sultanate in the-Funja;:;. E&i‘ffﬁﬁ?iﬁg o

the Doab, He not onl
: Uy revived the last ;
m,uh?slst;n:t?%but a]];ﬂlfﬂﬂtl‘ibuted to tﬁe ?;::;Lg; :i:'
t o pafl. #rom Multan in the west, upto th
tiers of Jaunpur a little bevond E | BRI e Lxons
igﬂ’r-hﬂls of the Himalayas, Heid ahnoi jﬁgm.‘thg
alwa—all these tracts were brought by him G

Khizr Khan died in 1421 “p " nayy
e lie . “Peo ny
were happy and econtented undqi? iI":Il i

this reason, old and v
lamented his death b;n:fwml
; A r- I£ A

e
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254 HISTORY OF INDO-PAKI Yis father in ali directions. The Sultan erushed the °
E cavvids (1421.51) . power of the haughty Afghan nobles and re-estab.
Latvr Sayy g8 HKhizr Khan, his son Mubarak lished hig autharity over the chiefs and gamindars
After the deathtt;f ﬂm; of Delhi. He was a very in the eastern provinces, He was an administrator e
Muharak Shah H_Sﬁ'ndﬁd ﬂfe ;.;:urde'"cd in 1434 by a noble o_f no mean merit. He re-organised the administra- king of the
et good :&ugf'n;;t;h Iﬁlﬁi Tk Mohammad Shih = nephew tion on a sound basis. He abolish
name [ »

ed corn duties and Lo
Patronised trade and commeree. He was a pious man dmany

and tried to live according to the law of Islam. He
was kind and generous to the poor and the needy.

€ Was a poet of repute. He composed under the
Pen-name of Gulruk He was also a
ing and ordered a Sanskrit
translated into Persian,

Th

O e al e i il

T I BVeng : :
hﬁu::nmrl Eg? Stlfdgarsig Mulk assassinated by his soldiers. e
i ruled for about 12 years, ik e
Muhammad Shah was succeeded by his so L AR
ddin ﬁ"..lam'Shah, who was the last a:};l t}ah]:45 ::: :ted
sm Shah :st king of this dynasty. He v;jlu:;az:d ygﬁan G
st el in favour of Batol ot n Alfhn, ale

ien a _
;h?h:}rgc?-ci?led gﬂ}'}"iﬂ dynasty to live in peace at
Badaun till his death in 1478,

Ibrahim Lodi (1517-26)

On the death of Sikandar Ledi, his son Ibrahim
i was raised to the throne. Butl a faction of the
nobility advocated a partition of kingdom and placed
Jalal Khan, younger t:uther af Ibrahim, on the
throne, But the atiempt of the nobles was frustrated .
by the Sultan, Rana Sarga of hiewar took advan-
tage of the civil war between Ibrahim Lodi and his Tieteit oF
brother and made encroachments upon the dominign Fans Sangs
of the Sultan, The Sultan, in order

to give him a
good lessan, attacked the Rana and inflicted a crushe
ing defeat on him.

The rebellion of his brofher and the subsequent
activities of the Afghan nobles rade the Sultan sus-
Picious of their movement. So he became cautions
and took stern measures against them. Some of the
nobles were dismissed angd some of them were put
to prison. The Sultan’s behaviour and his drastie

di Dynasty (1451-1520) ‘
TheTLlfe anii Sultans were the only rﬁallh{’a\ﬁ;ar:;
kings of Delhi, The other Sultz_ms luﬁf e
Bahlo! Lodi, 'Turks, either pure or mixed, Bahlo - i-;us i
5188 ded the throne in 1451 was a very Pt s i
2 e ous and capable king. The conquest o il
Eil;e:vas the chief event of his reign, JHisn 53:; e
Conguest of Eak Shah was appointed governor of a;l E:.a.r Mg
I“""n:'“" lso suppressed the rebellious chief in‘.i S. Aagh i
fhe Dosb. He reigned for 38 years and die .

di (1489-1517)
sma;?::mll;{haii, the second son bf Bahlel Ilﬁi' st}:{c;
eeded him under the title of Sikanda.r xf.eni: o
jupati cvas an able administrator who to ;uré::l -lgmm <
S?b;“ﬁm?‘ :nred the lost prestige of the Degh; At w'i';n i
:"" ::’“m“’“ brother Barbak Shah, governor ;:::r Ed t;.;' Lo S
ol Dikar fied the central authority, was force pulimi 48
5 Sikandar Ledi conguered Eiha; an re]- el
]élﬁz;iin; to subjection. hHe ;!:Lac::gz? 151::1 ;‘E.?E::?ng rthe :
i E D " .

Dlslhfis :L:::; gfrtfm? ?:di;. EEkgmdar Lodi died Im 1517

:f'::r a successiul reign of 25 years.

{est king
i i was the ablest and grea o5t
of 1}?;k€];g?rd}":?:s]ty. He extended the dominion of

paris of the empire. After the death of Darya Khan, L
his brothar Bahadur Shah declared independence in
Bihar, Daulat Khan Lodi, Governor of the Punjah
became dissatisfied with the Sultan. He sent hjs EO0N
Dilawar Khan to Kabul in order to invite Babur, the
Tuler of Afghanistan to come to Indo-Pakistan and
to crush the power of the Lodies, Alam Khan, unele

of Daulat Khan extended his help to the Afghan
Tiobles, - :
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undation of the Mongul hordes, They overran the

JISTORY OF INDU-PAKISTAN country and swept away all that came in thelr way

256 Equally im
¥ important was the proble
Babur who had been cherishing the idea of con- K.h“khﬂf s who had E'Stahlishg]d 'lherTs.;I?;::ﬁ :Jhy ye
quering Indo-Pakistan welcomed the invitation, In 'Em’:i between Lahore ‘and Ghazni on the so t;-:h
1524 he led an expedition to this country and occu- m”f er of Kaslhmir. They joined the Eﬂniadar: ”i‘ Two azpece
pied Lahore after defeating the army of lbrahim the ‘Hmdu chiefs, who opposed Sultan Mahm ?' OF of te
Fabar's Lodi. But Daulat Khan Lodi went against Babur ﬂ]§ _l?l‘l;itatlun of Anandapal, the ruler of La,hurl; ::3 o
exredionn 1o as the latter instead of leaving Lahore to him appoin- Thg _ d done tremendous havee in Mahrmud's 2 .
Yo takisan  ted his own administrators there. Babur, then en- i ¥ were equally opposed to the Ghurians f{ml*
tered into an agreement with Alam Khan on condi- h_t.‘r'r of the Khokhars to the Ghurian Turks sce i
tion that he would be placed on the throne of Delhi t}?"' esbeen 50 deep in their minds that t}n'cm"l]Is .
only to retain the Punjab for himsell. Daulat Khan D "';h. ultanate period they continued to f.!‘LILIb]E T}Tt
joined Alam Khan and both of them made a com- m"- i EUIfans_hy constant incursions in their ?el.ﬁe
mon cause against the common enemy. They pro- G;? - According to Ferishta, Sultan Muhami i
. cecded towatds Delhi with an army of 80,000 to uTt was murdered by some Khokhare il
40,000 Afghans and attacked it but they were defen- i
ted by the Sultan. ' The Longo] catacly :
Babur now realised his position ,and thought able frontier %}ruhl?; ]}:;n S?JTt:f ?uhm rnost formid-
that his success in this country would entirely de= = din Khawarizm Shah fied from Gk tutmish, Jalslud-
pend on his own resources. He prepared himself for vasions of the Mongols and 10:“1' l';azm Aol i
* this campaign and started from Kabul in 1625 with ane betweer the Indus and the Jhgli SUSHeTIin the Doab
Thnyhie army of 12,000 strong. In April, 1526 he met Thrahing to Htutmish reguesting him to um. He sent envoys Nother
‘;‘:;;fi:‘ Lodi in the historic field of Panipat where a battl@ his dominions against the Mungl:;?t hﬁm asylur in fjl‘ll*“;:"
3526 was fought 1;1 which Ihrahimfl?di w;skdef:ated a::é ;;ntthg ﬂlihir::«njatic refusal fo thng Kﬁnwa:ﬂz]]-itm;? ish e
killed and the government of Indo-Fakistan pass plea of the country's uncongenial El.]'ma‘}q :]:‘;: Dtutrmigh

thus saved the'Sult

bl eI D anate from the odiu s

;]nj .;t 'gihen;in Khan, After this, the fr:;:t?grﬂ:z o

e Jtiil %n:..terrupied peace from tha MMongal ﬁfﬁ

on the thrai:.-mngzl:!m}fi}a:,h%%-Prince Bahram \as

f H i iruddin, whao wa w13 Undér  Bah-
i:j'd j::in:t ;;1 _iI;m hands of Balban, tock up mz ::‘: ;3:2g rimchhh
f‘-‘f}*editioﬂ::igg t?ffemeh Wwilh earnestness. His first

Moitin  to march out with his § =
réiﬁ“;ﬂwﬂ hE:nd_along’ with tried gegreﬁs]sta;;ag:
dealing.effe e object of destroying the Mengols and
Kan tOE ;’h 'E'Lth\.rﬂ]_"u' with the Khokhars He sent lgal.
Khokhars for oy 11ils and Sait Range to punish the Unier Sofu
flicted a- 1‘ b eir continued incurslions. Balban in. Nasiruddip
e ?:r le chastisernent on them. Towards :}? S
groving n:g;{.; :i:einrzi'n;:gc?ls. who were Eemmi;m :

‘ade :

ready {o recejve i2m, relirse?d but secing Balban

from the hands of the Pathan Sultans of Delhi inte”
those of the Mughals, ‘

Frontier Policy of the Turkish Sultans of Delhi

Ever since the dawn of human history the des-
tiny of the Indo-Pak sub-continent has been moulded
by its North-West Frontier. The problam is as old!
as anything in history. The root cause of the invi-

Origin ol sions into this land has been the political upheavals
the problem 41 the Central and Western Asiatic regions and the.
temptation which “the wealth of Hind" has offered
to the ouisiders. When the Turks stepped into the
position of the early Hindu rulers of Northern India
they profitted by the lessons of the past. Their owil
cuccess exhibited that their Hindu predecessors did
not possess anything like a scientific and systematic
frontier defence. They, therefore, became quite
alert to the gravity of the problem.
But the problem was no less formidable. The
Sulians of Delhi had to deal with the unceasing in-
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h i
;:;&*Jog&f At first, Alauddin Khalji neglected the
S Ex;ﬁzr::;ﬂﬁlir;l;];a Baﬁ:ﬁan he went tv:-ice on
i ) r ag Ranth
iﬁf_?ﬂgﬂthe E';pltal to its fate an:ﬁggn?:gdcﬁ:r
e ﬂegeafwnnla year. But the havec caused h}:
1 litions. This led hi
‘g}ﬂn;:r?s lar‘];g‘: well-equipped force am;- to r:;I atii t?-r-
S ] 0 more invasions of the Monpuls :3.1IEI .
el thatEr period of his reign cumpel!edghjm :a ‘
2 the frontier poliey of Balban, Besides
Eﬂieiegt e old forts, he built new ones and pl r::i
i icammanderg in charge of them Hep:::si v
el n};fﬂl;c::asﬁd his army and to maintain sfmh 1; e
bt kne ad to introduce an economic refo
e T%ms c:;'n i&n history as ‘the price control s;;l}
b AR auddin Xhalji compelled by the 1
: ircumstances; fook all possible steps g‘;

guard hiz d ; i
Mengols, ominion against the onslaught of the

When Balban became de jure Sultan, the Mongol
menace assumed a very threatening proportion and
their raids became more frequent than ever. But
Balban was not the man to vest on oars, For this he
Under organised and disciplined his army to the highest
Eatban point of efficiency. He stayed near the capital and

never led campaigns to distant lands, He led an at-

iack upon the Salt Range and severly chastiséd the
Khokhars. His other measures for the defence of the
frontier consisted of (1) maintaining the forts on
ihe routes of the invaders in perfect preparedness,
(2) building new forts wherever necessary, (3)
keeping a vigilant watch on the routes and (4) ap-

“ pointing, as wardens of the marches, tried and ex-
perienced military hands, such as his cousin Sher

Khamn
During the reign of Kaiqubad (1289-90), there
SR ST another invasion under Tamar Ehan of Ghazni.
aibad Bul the well-organised defensive measures sel up by
the late Sultan were strong enough and the Mongols
were once more vanguished.

On June 13, 1200 Jalaluddin Khalji was enthros
ned as Sultan. 3le had for long occupied the post
of the warden of the Frontier. e had fought and
driven back the incessant waves of the Mongol raids. =
But aftbr he became the Bultan, there was only one

E
|

o ﬁl;iingi the last fen years of Alauddin’s rei

ol ﬂ%o tsh did not dare to renew their raids E’::;

Ghi:."asuddinE'I!: renewsd - their attempts but found g:idumm‘

P b ugll;ﬂuq a tough enemy who success- Wé“ﬂﬂ
2o o g'rl?ghlajéhhagh: son and successor, Mu-

not prove to he serious dﬂiﬁ? ﬂt:.I:TE?;: s

p s 3
t]iiaugdm invasion in 1282. An enormous horde of 150,000
Whalji Mongols is said to have invaded the country. He The Mongol i
met the invaders, erushed their advance guard and the prospe ﬁhgpa ::t:]nvasmns gave s serious check to
compelled them io sue for peace. Ulugh Khan, a Sykes savs ""Th: U?erd progress of Islam, Mr.
descendant of Chengiz Fhan accepted Islam with set back ‘t‘h.e hand:""' ul nature of cataclysm which
thousands of other Mongol officers and they settled the Muslim Stat of the clock of progress among
in a colony outside the capital. Jalauddin did not out the world isesd.?ﬁnﬁ thereby indirectly through-
fake any positive step ts put a stop 1o the Mongol to exaggerate,” 'Thle g‘;g;;:ﬁf}iﬂi;e and impossible Reuls of
A | { _ f;{:ljab by the Mongols r:uns'titutgd hﬁ:ﬂm of the ::m:;uw
Under Alauddin Khalji, the frontier policy entets 5":::::?“ fo the .Bultanate of Delhi Th\"ﬂﬁ:meﬂt upos the
Efi a new phase, Within a few months of his access I;J dianas f-}{ﬂ greatest bar to the e;t:pam?un gfl;'lgnls policy of
Urder sion to the throne a huge force of the Mongol pIcEh Eﬁfﬂlﬁ-cThe ?ultan could not leave the "at;‘f the Sultns
ampaigns lest it was exposed to th:;

Alsuddin poured down into the kingdom and put the Sultan’
¥ohatl into a difficult situation. During this reign. there
were as many as seven Mongol raids under different
leaders and every time they were repulsed with

M
ongol attacks, Thus the internal policy of the

Delhi Sultans w
R VaalonE: e “.as greatly moulded by the Mongal
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Causes of the fall of the Sultauate of Delhi

The Empire of the Delhi Sultans mainly depen-
ded upon the ability and personality of the presid-
ing sovereign. 1f the hand that rules the world be
weak, it loses its hold upon the powerful elements
but if it be strong it controls all. Sultan Shamsud-
din restored peace und order in the country. After
him, weak successors—Ruknuddin Firuz, Raziya,
Muizuddin Bahram and Alauddin Masud ascended
the throne one after another. Under them chaos and
confusion were the order of the day, With the ac-
cession of Balban, peace was once more established
but he left no worthy successors behind, In the

Khalji period, Alauddin Khalji was the-only capable

and successful ruler under whom people lived in

. beace and tranquility., Thus with the exception of

a few rulers, the Sultanate of Delhi present very few
able kings. Under. the weak rulers the throne of
Delhi became the scene of rebellions and insurreec-
lions, disorder and discord,

The absence of a definite law of succegsion creat.
ed much trouble in the Sultanate peried. “During
the 13th and l4th centuries there was no recognised
procedure to which recourse might be had in cash
of disputes,” The nobility played a very prominent

part in the succession question in the Delhi Sultan-

ate. 'Might is right' was sometimes the best
qualifications of a candidate for a king. As a result,
there was constant contest for the throne.

Thaugh under Muhammad  bin Tughlug, the
Tughlug power resched its zenith, vet some of his
measures eoused unlold sufferings to the pecple and
unconsciously he'sowed the seed of future trouble,
7t was in the Deccan that the trouble first began
and its example was followed by others. Before the
death of the Sultan, Bengal and the Deccan declared
independence ind  were lost to the Sultanate of
Delhi, Under his successor, Firuz Shah, the process
of disirtegriition began to work rapidly. Besides
his weak and worthless successors, the revival of
the Jagir ‘system, the hereditary succession in office
and the slave system were responsible for the fall
of the Empire.

THE SAYYID AND LODI DYNASTIES

_ . The relation between the Central and Provin-
cial Governments was not cordial. Since the gover-
nors were all-powerful in the provinees, they were
alvays on the look-out for rebellion and tried to
assert their independence, The Esarly Turkish Em-

. Pire and the Khalji and Tughlug dynasties were al.

Ways busy with the suppression of the provincial
£overnors who proved a constant source of troubles
1o the Delhi Sultanate, Thus the centrifugal tenden-
<ies may be regarded as one of the factors for the
overthrow of the Sultans of Delhi.

The Hindu opposition was another cause for the
downfall of the Sultanate of Delhi. The bulk of the
People in India were Hindus and as such, though
‘they were defeated in the field, their co-operation
‘Was necessary for the establishrient of good govern-
ment, Some of the Sulteus of Delhi might have
done a little injustice to them on political ground
but many of the eapable Hindus were raised to high
posts and positions. In spite of the privileges ac-
corded to them, the rulers iailed to win the hearly
of Hindu chiefs and Peasaniry who induced rebel-
lions and.created disturbance in the empire, This
is why Balban, Alauddin Khelji and Ghiyasuddin
;]h‘ughluq had to adopt repressive measures against

em,

The deterioration of the ruling house may also
Account for the fall of the Sulianate of Delhi. Many
of the Sultans led a pompous and luxurious life and
<ared little for the State. Moreover, the poliey of

. Indianization did not prove beneficial to the State.

Alavddin's “wooing of Hindu princes and his infa-
tuation for Malik Kafur did more than anything else
to undermine his prestige and 1o degrade the monar-
<hy”, says Dr. A. M. Husain,
Muslim marriage could not always produce a man of
strong character and hence the bulk of the Sultans

of Delhi lost vigour and €nergy, courage and capacity
1o hold the sceptre.

To these causes we may add the foreign inva-
slons. In the period of the Early Turkish Empire,
the Khaljl and the Tughlug, the Mongols always

The union of Hindu--
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‘entered into the frontiers of India, Their attacks

so sudden and terrible that many of the Sul-
mmuld not lead expeditions to a distant land
for their fear. It was during the time of the later
Tughlugs that the Delhi Empire received a great
blow at the hands of Timur. His attack was sooh
followed by anarchy:and many of the provinces
declared their independence of the Delhi Sultanate.
In 1526, Babur attacked India and gave a final blow
to the tottering empire of Delhi in the historic field
of Panipat., Thus the Sultanate of Delhi came to an

end. :

:
1
|

CHAPTER IX

INDEPENDENT KINGDOMS OF THE NORTHERN
AND SOUTHERN INDIA

. The fall of the Delhi Sultanate resulted in the
establishment of a number of independent Statis in
many parts of Indo-Pakistan. Bengal was cne of
the earliest provinces which declared its indepen-
dence in 1338 A.D. “Its distance from the capital and
its immense wealth had often tempted its governors
1o rise in revolt against the central suthority.”

In 1201, Ikhtiyaruddin Muhammad bin Bakhtivar
Khalji carried the victorious banner of Islam in'the

East and captured Nadia, the capital of the Sen kings -
of Bengal, Bengal was made a province of the Sul- .

tanate of Delhi and Ikhtivaruddin Muhammad bin
Bakhtiyar Khalji was appointed its governor.
Thenceforth Bengal owed its allegiance to the Sul-
tans of Delhi. But under Balban, Bengal revolted
under the leadership of Tughril Khan who had

assumed the royal title and struck coins in his own .

name. The Bultan pumished him and appointed his
son, Bughra Khan, governor of Bengal. In the
time of Ghivasuddin Tughlug, a civil war which
broke out between two brothers for the vieé-regal
throne of Bengal, invited the interference of the
Sultan, He was soon able to enforce his authority
over there.

Kingdom of Bengal

Bengal came to be recognised as an independent
kingdom of the Delhi Sultanate, when Fakhruddin
revolted against Muhammad bin Tughlug and pro-
claimed himself ruler of Sonargoan (Bastern Ben-
gal) under ‘he title of Fakhruddin Mubarak Shah
About the same time Alauddin Ali Shah made him-
self independent in Western Bengal and removed
his capital from Lakhnauti to Pandua, Thus the
kingdom of Bengal was divided into two parts, each
of which was governed by an independent king,

- H
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Ylyas Shahi dynasty of Bengal (1342-1414)

Tlyas, an officer of Alauddin ‘Ali, murdered his
patron and ascended the throne of West Bengal in
1343 AD./743 AH. By conquering East Bengal in
1353 A.D., he united the two halves of Bengal and
thus he became the first independent ruler of the
entire province under the title of Shamsuddin Ilyas
Shah, With the accession of Ilyas Shah, a new
chapter was opened in the history of Bengal. On
his accession he extended his power into different
directions, ‘He exacted tribute from the kingdoms
of ‘Orissa and Tirhut'! He extended his dominions
as far as Benares, Firuz Shah Tughlug got alarm-
ed at the activities of Ilyas Shah and sent an expe-
dition against him. But the attempts of the Sultan
ended in failure. The reign of Ilyas Shah was
marked by peace and prosperity. He died at Pandua

in 1358 and was succeeded by his son, Sikandar Shah,

who was an equally strong and capable monarch,

The Sultan made a second attempt to recover
Bengal but Sikandar Shah like his father took shel-

ter in the fort of Ikdala and frustrated the effort of

Firuz Shah, whe had to recognise him as the inde-
pendent ruler of Bengal. We have got a large num-
ber of coins of various designs of his reign and these
colns speak of a prosperous reign of Sinkandar Shah,
He built a meagnificent mosque at Adina. (near Pan-
dua). But his family life was not happy. He was
killed in a fight with his son Ghiyasuddin Azam
who revolted against him.

Ghiyasuddin Azam ascended the throne of
Bengal in 1393, He had a profound regard for law.
He received an embassy from China in 1408 and him-
self sent one to China in 1409, He died (1410) after
a reign of 17 years. 'Ghiyasuddin Azam was suc-
ceeded by his son Saifuddin Hamza Shah. Under
him a Hindu gzamindar named Ganesh rose to
power and seized the throne in 1411,

According to the Muslim historians Raja Ganesh,
a Hindu zamindar of Dinajpur ruled Bengal as an
independent king and abdicated the throne in favour
of his son Jadu who later on, hecame a Muslim and

+  KINGDOM OF BENGAL

assumed the title of Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah
(1414). As no coin. of Raja Ganesh has been found,
it has been suggested by some scholars that he was
mever an independent king but ruled the country in
the name of some descendants of Ilyas Shah, He
persecuted Muslims and tried to re-establish Hindu
supremacy in Bengal. However, the rule of his dy-
masty did not last Jong. Jalaluddin Muhammad Shah
died in 1481, He was a pious Muslim and tried his

= ——

Adira Masjid, ‘Pandua

best to spread Islam in the country, He transferred
his capital from Pandua to Gaur During his reign
there was peace and prosperity in the country. Jalal-
uddin Muhammad Shah was succeeded by his son

‘Shamsuddin Ahmed who reigned from 1413 to 1442,

He was extremely unpopular on account of his ty-
ranny and was murdered in 1442. With the death
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266

Resomation of
Liyas Shahi
dynasty
(1442-85)

Talaluddin
Fateh Shah

THahshi
ki
{1486-93)

Naimpddin
Mahmud
Shab

Mizafiar
Ehzh

Feehellion
under
Alauddin
Shah

HISTORY OF INDO-PARISTAN

On the death of Shamsuddin Ahmed the nobles
placed Nasiruddin Mahmud, a grandson of Ilyas, on
the throne. He built & few buildings at Gaur and a
mosque at Satgaon. _
exte?uded nvargparts of Jessore and Khulna districts
during his reign’, He was succeeded by his son Ruk-
nuddin Barbak Shah who was the first ruler in Ben-
gal to maintain a large number of Abyssinian slaves.
He patronised Bepgali literature and the poet Mala-
dhar Basu “who received his patronage was honoured
by the title, Gunaraj Khan', He died in 1474, Sham-
suddin Yusuf Shah succeeded to the throne after
the death of his father Ruknuddin Barbsk Shah. He
ruled Bengal from 1474 to 1431, It was during his
‘reign that Sylhet was conguered by the Muslims, He
was succecded by Sikandar II. But the new ruler
was soon deposed and Jalaluddin Fateh Shsgh, a son
of Nasiruddin Mahmud was placed on the throne.
The Abyssinian glaves became very powerful dur-
ing his time. Fateh Shah realised the growing
power of the Abyssinians and tried to check the
_same but he was murdered in 1486 by one of the
glaves named Barbak, ;

in 1486 A.D. Barbak Shah ascended the throne
under the title of Sultan Shahzada, But he wasgnur-

", dered within a few months by 1dil Khan, Idil Khan

became the ruler of Rengal and assumed the title of
Saifuddin Firuz. .o éizd in 1429 and was succeed-
ed by Nasiruddin Mahmud ¢ ah II. During this
time intrigues and assassinations pervaded the coun-
try and chaos ant confusion veigned supreme in the
land. Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah II was ousted in
1490 by Sidi Badr who took up the title of Shanis
. enddin Abu Nasir Muzaffar Shah. He ruled Bengal
from 1490 to 1493. 'The oppression and tyranny of
Muzaffar Shah created much discontent in the coun-
try and resulted in the rebellion. ﬁlau_ds:'lin Husain,
an Arab Sayyid by descent and the minister of the
king took the lead of this rebellion. The king was
besieged in Gaur for four months in course of wh1qh
. Muzaflar Shah died, The nobles then put Alauddin
Husain, another foreigner, on the throne of Benpal.

Ti is gaid that ‘Muslim rule was ~

e bRl e i

ENGDOM OF BENGAL

Husain Shahi Dynasty (1493-1538)

With the accession of Alauddin Husain, there
©opened a riew chapter in the history of Bengal. It

. Inakes not only the beginning of a new dynasty but

dlso a new era of peace and prosperity. The first
act of Alauddin Husain Shah i-aspte:f cl:ush the in-
fluence of the palace guards composed of the force
of the ‘Paiks’ who had become too powerful. A
Hreat 'part of the force of the ‘Paiks’ was dishanded
and dispersed. He finally expelled the Abyssinians
from Bengal as their presence had become a me-
mace, He recalled the old Muslim and Hindu nobles
to high offices. These meastures of Husain Shah res-

* tored order and stability in the kingdom. He gave

shelter to Husain Shah Shariq of Jaunpur in Bengal
when he was driven from his kingdom by Sikander
Lodi of Delhi. Ile tried to recover those parts of
the kingdom that had been lost during the confusion
of the previous reign. He extended the limits of his
kingdom up to the borders of Orissa in the south, He

‘recovered Magadha from the king of Jaunpur, inva-

ded Assam and captured Kamatapur in Koch-Bihar
(1489). According to Dr. A. B. M. Habibullah, “With
the exception of the Assam campaign all the mili-
tary projects of Husain were crowned with success.”
“The territory of Muslim Bengal expanded on all
sides during his time.’

_ Husain Shah was undoubtedly the greatest of
his dynasty. Ilo rebellion disturbed the peace of
his prasperous reign. He was very particular about
thefwelfare of his subjects. He was tolerant to the
Hindus and appointed many talented Hindus to
the important posts in the State. It was during
his reign that the Vishnava saint Sri Chaitanya
preached the doctrine of the Bhakti Cult. Husain
Shah was a great patron of learning and his reign
was famous for the development of Bengali lang-
uage and literature, Maladhar Basu, Bijay Gupla,
Bipradas—all these Bengali poets received liberal
Patronage at the hands of Husain Shah. During his
reign Vijay Gupta of Barisal translated the Padma-
puran into Bengali. Kavindra Parameshwar of
Chittagong was a great poet who, under the patro-
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incurred the displeasure of Babur, After the battle
of Gdgra, he was compelled to make peace with the
Mugiga emperor., During his reign the Portuguese
madey gheir appearasice in Bengal but their arrorance
and risconduct soon called his attention. Thelr pr-
perty was confiscated and their leaders were sent to
Gaur as prisoners, Nasrat Shah was a patron of art,
architecture and Literature. He constructed two fa-
mous mosques—the Bara Sona Masjid (Great Gol-
den Mosque) and Qadam Rasul at Gaur. He patro-

- Bengali literature and is said to have ordered
& Bengali translation of the Mahabharota,
ted his brothers with greatest affection and doubled

their inheritance, He Was assagsinated by his pa-
la_l:e eunuchs in 1532,

xpelled
in

Thus Bengal became a t
Shah. On the ¥
independence
arani who established a now Afghan dynasty, The
authority of the Afghan family was overthrown by
Akbar the Great and Bengal was annexed to the
Mughal empire in 1578 :

Islam in Bengal

The Muslim rule in Bengal brought about a
great change in the cultural and soeial life of the
people, In the train of warriors and administrators
came Muslim saints and savante who preached
Islam in the land. The sufis established darghas
and Khenqahs and carried on their mission to the
distant part of the country. Their piety and way of
life attracted thousands
irodden Hindu masses,

Of the sufis and saints, the name of Shah Jalal

of ihe empire of Sher
death of Sher Shah Bengal resumed its

of Sylhet, Makhdum-ul-Mulk Sharfuddin Yahya

Maneri, Shaikh Akhi Siraj-ud-din, Shaikh Alaul Haq
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210
kh Nur Qutb may be specially mentioned | Jls subjugation the chiefs of Kars, Sandila Bahraicl,
and Sk Jalal did much for the spread of Islam | . Dalman and Bihar, Khwaja Jaban compelled. (s 0. "
in Sylhet. He died in Sylhet and his dargah there | ;jiighh'ﬂ""‘?ﬂﬁ chiefs and zamindars to acknowledge v, “le ki
is still visited by large number of people. Shaikh o authority.. He was succeeded in 1399 by his adop- * +
Akhi Sirajuddin preached Islam in Gaur and The next ruler Torahin Shah Bhens
Boi and Pandua, Shaikh Alaul Hagq and Shaikh Nur Qutb ) The next ruler Ibrahim Shah Shargi, younger
bessd . whose tombs are in Chotl Dargah in Pandua took rother-of the late Sultan, was the ablest and most
up the cause,of Islam in this region. The popularity ;{E !;markahle AT DL ¥
of Shaikh Alaul Haq aroused the jealousy of Sul- ’ iq L R i S et e
fan Sikder Shah who exiled him to Sonargaon. , in the meantime Ibrahim Shah captured Qanauj,
s SR Baah who exin for Shaikh Qutb | D'.i'hm success emboldened him to carry his arms into  Under 1
MNur whose tomb he used to '“i-?lt every year, S‘nah E]hj but the news of the 2dvance of Muzaffar Shah m:}.m,m-
Ismail lived at Lakhnauti during the reign of Sul- of Gujrat forced him to abandon the Congusred digs | e 12::.
tan Rukn-ud-din Barbak Shah who put him to death puniah Raja Canery oaren: He invaded Bengal o ¥ o lan:
on’ charges of disloyalty. These and mapy other punish Raja Ganesh who was persecuting the Mu. ¥ '
i ! st s 0 khangahs edhismja Ganesh promised to desist and allow.
wnamad e spd. snls SORS from time to ! son to embrace Islam. Himself a man of cul-
tim' e o solace and comfort in thelr wordly Uurs, Torahim Shah patronised art ang literature
time b0 B e o Svidanse in their Mn. ﬁl;n him Jaunpur became a celebrated centre of
Coistius) yearoing”, In view of the tolerant policy il‘::.?l art and learning. The cily was adorned
e treatment of the Muslims the Buddhists K: the construction of beautiful buildings. The
who had been ill-treated by the Hindus embraced ; irrt:h Masjid built by him “stands as a brilliant spe-~
who } vimen of Jaunpur style of architecture.”
The {nfiuence of Islam on the Hindu society . Tbrahim Shah died in 1440 ang
tafoence of  ‘led to the rise of several religious and social o om, Mahmud Shah. He Ennex:ﬁilfgcgsg:d b};
e T O i uade sarious efioris at reforming of the district of Chunar but his attempt at ca mrpa.r
s i within' 'I‘}}e "l!TaishnHVﬂ gaint Bri Xalpi ended in failure. The Lal Danwaja waps I:-uh.i?lg ;
society Chaitanya who preached his mission on monotheism by him. Husain Shah was the last independ Rt
and equality of man was indebted to Islam. The “§ ruler of Jaunpur. He bult a magnificent Jﬂp 'nMEHt e
gultans of Bengal gave various opportunities to the jid. In 1467, he was expelled by Bahlol L;réli o Li:;:md;kn.
Hindus in the field of religion and culture. f.:ﬁfﬁi?iﬁd bis son, Barbak as governor of J am:;ﬁg o Ty
_ . , : sovereign powers. Thus the ind
it . . . gi Jat;npt;r ';r.ras brought to an end. Theegsggfln:l; !
The ity of Jaunpur was founded by Firuz Shah i o ;1;% r:t:r.-e n Jaunpur which lasted for more than ;
toe Tughlug in 1360 to commemorate the name of his of Ihdian v gt L i SevRopERas -
ETE& : cousin and patron, Muhammad Jauna, During the A ~and ME e,
Mahmud reign of the last Sultan of the Tughlug dynasty, la t.]aunpur Ve e L
e e O Jahan: a eunuch whose real name was Ezu:':.1 | %mr-; I_::d in the very midst of the most Hindu part of
thwsia war, threw off his allegianée to Delhi Sultanate and{ 2 cultine aps LoCAMe &n {mportant centre of Inporsrce

Jahan declar- : t yulers at Jaunpur, = Muslim culture and 1
| " founded a dynasty of independent rule: : | : earning under the Sh ol 1
¢ indepeis 1 mown as the Shargi dynasty after his title ‘Malikush- - § and produced a number of scholars who led igin:: T:fg i3k
] Sharq’ (lord of the East). He suppressed the rebel- | movements. The cultural eminence of Jaunpur

Yions in Etawah, Koil and Qanauj and brought under § €arned for it the title, “the Shiraz of India".

|
ﬂ
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Einpdom of Malwa

Malwa was conquered in 1310 by Alauddin Khalji
and from that time it was ruled by provincial gov-
ernors till 1401 when Delwar Khan, a descendant of
Muhammad Ghuri and the then governor, proclaim-
ed independence. Delwar Khan was succeeded by
his son, Hushang Shah who transferred his capital to
Mandu. He was defeated and carried off as a pri-
soner by Muzaffar Shah of Gujrat. He was soon
restored to his kingdepm. His worthless son, Muham-
mad Shah, succeeded him but was murdered by his
minister, Mahnfud Khan, a Khalji Turk, who usurp-
ed the throne in 1436,

Mahmud ¥han was a great warrior and general.
He fought against the ruler of Gujrat and Rana Kum-
bha of Mewar. He also led an expedition agairist the
Bahmani kingdom, His fame was so spread outside
India that the Khalifah of Egypt recognised his posi-
tion. He was the greatest of the Muslim kings of
Malwa. The kingdom of Malwa reached its zenith
under him. He was a just and generous administra-
tor. Hindus and Muslims lived side by side in peace
and happiness,

The next Sultan, Ghivasuddin. was a lover of
peace but was soon poisoned to death by his son,
Nasiruddin who ascended the throne in 1500. The
last ruler of this dynasty was Mahmud II, under
whom the Rajput influence became prominent in
Malwa. He appointed Madini Rai, a Rajput Chief-
tain as his mirister who soon became all powerful
in the empire. The Muslim nobles in order to get
rid of his minister invited Muzaffar Shah II of Guj-
tat to their help. But Madini Rai, with the help of
Rana Sanga of Chitor, defeated Muzaffar Shah and
captured him, The vanquished ruler was restored
to his kingdom. But he soon incurred the wrath of
the Hana by invading his territory.

The Rana’s ally Bahadur Shah of Gujrat attack-.
ed Mahmud Shah II, and captured Mandu in 1531
and annexed Malwa to Gujrat. Thus the indepen-
dence of Malwa came to an end.

‘The Mughal Emperor Humayun captured Malwa
in 1535 from Bahadur Shah of Gujrat, Sher Shai
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in 1561.
Kingdom of Gujrat

Gujrat was first conquered and anne '
_ Eff: Alauddin Khalji in 1207 AD, Since ﬁiﬁ? :}ﬂ e
' Tuled by Muslim governors. In 1401, Zafar Khan, oo iia
gnvei?:gr 011.-1"1 :mRa;putl ?m:::;er':l who wes ,app-uinted' K:‘Iﬂlii 137
, y procladm is ind i L
assumed the title of Sultan Muzaffar Eﬁzifiefﬁﬁtaﬂ?
.J E{hah waged a successful war against the ruler of
alwa and captured Dhar, Ha.was succeeded
his grandson, Ahmad Shah, who has been regarded
as the real founder of independent Gujrat. He was

} a good warrior and led suceessful campaigns against :h'_.’,:"‘
ag the

| taptured it in 1542 and Akbar finally conquered it

the ruler of Malwé and the nei
_ ghbouring Raj f
fihjlef‘s'd He was a good administrator and ni im;f;:f ;fwinljrr:d:-r
m:; Judge, He_- devoted his attention to the eivil ad-
rﬁ;st!\;:tifc:}r; rﬁer]iliih gm:;;‘.re. In the first vear of his
% Ili;ﬁiﬂitd!. e city of Ahmadabad and made
- ud Bigarah, & grandson of Ahmad
Eas the next important ruler who f-:mghtal agf?t?st?i
e ruler of Malwa and conguered Girnar and Cham.
Eﬁ:ter. During his reign the Portuguese made their
5 appearance in India. He, in order to drive
hiEl';'.l.} f-ut. invited the Mamluk Sultan of Egypt to ;?hm“
gusesfii :;112 ;;lhe br:}nmb?eg fleet defeated the Partu- mtmmtu:“
arbour of Caul in 1508. But the Pop. i n
Eﬁ::e;:mi-ngiﬁef aﬁcﬂ\;ushi&lg defeat on th: mr:bin:d "Tm' t
: n # and forced Mahmu gran
:i‘t::én i?: 3;1;-1 lfur:‘fi faeg:]rgd at Diu, Mahmudd t}gfgara!:
. “He a glory and lust
.}'_t-:ni:ﬁcjicir:}u:u{;m;at and was the best of :151 ]t-ﬁetl':.int;:' :
icluding all who preceded and all w 1
him,” says a famous Muslim miﬁmﬁ%ﬁ“&?ﬁﬁ

dent Gujrat

Gujrat

the kingdom of Gujrat reached
. : its
.’ After him, his son Muzaffar 11 nscens,ecgm t}r:‘::tll-xi:'niﬁ' ;
| H_e waged successful wars against e
* Smggagf éﬂewnr. .
| adury Shah, a grandson of Mahm v
I-Eia: ;E?;h:é' h;.‘amnus {uler in the histuryu:fﬂég:iz':.
evements were the conquest of Malwa
Iand the capture of Chitor. But he u?aseile?eatezl‘;;
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n in 1835 and lost the grenter part of his
Eﬁrﬂn; g;. With the withdrawsal of the Delhi troops,
Bahadur Sheh regained his kingdom. In 1537, he .
was treacherously pul to death by tone Fortuguese.
Under his weak successors, Gujrat became the sceno
of disorder and confusion. In 1872, it was finally
annexed to the Mughal empire by Akbar the ~~|31.'af.au'..

e inly inh :’c-¥ted by the '!Iﬁ';.:slims

Y as mainly ahii -
but Erii}.;ﬂui?ﬁzf By.the Hiudu princes till 1349 when
Shah Mirza, after the death of his royal patron, n:«:- i
cended the throne under the title of Samsuddin

ly for about 45 years.

the rulers of Kashmir, Zainul Abedin was
the E:Est and the most liberal under :whom{pgta:l_uel;
enjoyed a peaceful and prosperous re;gn.ﬁ] e tri B
his level best to do good to _:he people. 11; !‘Eﬂl
Jated the prices of commodities, lightened 'e 1:11-
den of taxation on the people, ard rehabilitated the
currency which had been grﬁally debased du:mgt
the reign of his predecessors” He was a man 11- |
liberal views -and broader ideas. He was remar
ably icierant to other religions. He recalied the 4
Findus whe had left the kingdom during 1h:el_reig'n
of Sikendar and granted them all soris of privileges
in his kingdom. He abolished e Jizya am:l_ alluwd-
ed the Mindus 1o rebuild their temples, which ha
heen destroved during the previmslrelgn, A gchular !
in Persian, ‘Hindi and Tibetan; Zainul Abedin pai- i

|

i iteratur d the
ed learning and literature. He cause
i$:£Mumfn and the Rejtavangini 1o be translated
into Persian and “several Arahic-Persian books were |
translated into the Hindi language” Considering &

all these qualities he may be f.:alled “ihe Akbar Y,

of Kashmir." .

Under the weak successors of Zainul Abedin,
endwchy reigned supreme in Kashmir, Towards 'thu
end bf 1540, Haider Mirza, a relative of Humay un,
occupied it. But the Mirza dynasty was nverihmv.g
by the Chakk dynasty in 1561. Akbar conquered an
“wnexed it to his empire in 1586, »

THE BAHMAN] EINGDOM

The Dahmani Kingdom

£Among the independent States that arose on the
ruins of the Sultanate of Delhi the Bahmani king-
durn was the most prominent and powerful, During
the reign of Muhammad bin Tughlug, the nobles of
the Deccan rose in revolt as a protest against the
iyranny and oppression of the Sultan and sieged
the fort of Daulatabad under the leadership of Is-
mail Mukh who soon resigned from his post in
favour of Hasan. He proclaimed his independence
and assumed the title of Hasan Abul Muzaffar Ala-
uddin Bahman Shah. The dynasty founded by him
is known as the Bahmani dynasty. The story, that
Hasan was originally a servant of a Brahman astro-
loger named Gangu and that he named his dynasty
after his master and patron, is not supported by the
ter historians and the evidences of coins and in-
scriptions, Hasan claimed his descent from the
famouns Persian hero, Bahman bin Isfandiyvar. On
his accession Alauddin Shah established his capitsl
at Gulbarga, He soon launched upon a brilliant

career of conquest. His territories were extendeg

from the Waingana river in the north to the Krishna
river in the south and from Daulatbad in the west
to Bhongir (in the Nizam’s dominions) in the east.
He divided the empire into four tarafs or provinces
each under a governor. The auther of Burhan-i-
Masir says, “Sultan Alauddin-I was a just king and
the cherisher of his people and pious. During his
reign his subjects and the army used to pass their

time in perfect ease and content and he did much

lowards propagating the true faitl,”

Alauddin Shah was succeeded in 1338 by his
son, Muhammad Shah I who re-organised the ad-
ministration on a sound basis, But his reign was
mostly occupied in waging wars against the rulers
of Warrangal and Vijayanagar, These rulers gave
a strong resistance but were defeated and forced to
conclude peace on humiliating terms, The strugple
between Buhmani kingdom and Viiaynagar was con-
tinued by his sucéessor, Mujahid, who made an un-
successful attempt to capture 11, The next ruler,
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Muhammad Shah II was a peace-loving man who
devoted his time to learning and architecture. The
eighth Sultan, Firuz Shah (1397-1422) was a mighty
ruler., He followed the traditional policy of his
dynasty in waging wars against the ruler of Vijay-
nagar and some other Hindu kings of the Décean.
But towards the close of his reipn he was defealed
by the Vijayanagar troops at Pangul. Affer thuz
event he leff the administration in the hands of his
brother Ahmad, Firuz Shah was a generous and
cultured prince st the beginning of his reign, but
later on he-pecame degenerated. He beautified the
capital witt many buildings. '

On his accession, Ahmad Shah carried on the
struggle apggnst Vijeyanagar to avenge the defeat
of his brolner at Pangul. A battle was fought on the
bank of Tungabhadra in which the Raja was de-
feated apd forced to purchese peace by paying the
arrears of tribute and sending valuable presents. In
1424, he attacked Warrangal and captured it. Next
he waged wars against the Muslim rulers of Malwa
and Gujrat. He transferred his capital from Gul-
barga to Bidar. After his death his son Alauddin
became the ruler of the Bahmani kingdom. BSoon
after his mccession he had to suppress a rebellion
headed by his own brother, In 1436, he reduced the
Hindu chiefs of Konkan to submission and in 1443,
he waged war against Vijayanagar and compelled
the Raja to buy peace by promising regular pay-
ment of tribute: Alauddin II was a ‘stern ruler, a
great builder and a pairon of learning.'

After the death of Alauddin Shah, his son Hu-
mayun ascended the throne in 1457, He was a crucl
despot who showed no mercy in shedding human
blood, But he was fortunate enpugh to secure the
services of Mahmud Gawan who loyally served the
State 1o the last day of his life. He died in 1461 and
was succeeded by his minor son, Nizam Shah. Dur-

“ing his minority, the administration of the empire

was conducted by the Queen mother, Makhdoomah-
j-Jahan, with the help pf Khwaja Jakan and Mak-
mud Gawan. It was at that time that the rulers of
Orissa and Telingana invadey his kingdom, but they

| s x—" e g ] et e B i - -
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THE BAHMANI KINGDOM

“'were driven back by Mahmud Gawan, Nex! -
mud Khalji of Malwa invaded the territory of t

minor king and occupied Bidar. The attack was re-
Pulsed only when the ruler of Gujrat sent lils »
for help. On the death of Nazim Shah the nobles
raised his brother, Muhammad 111, a boy «f nine fu
the throne in 1463, The new king put the old min.
ister, K!'uwa]a, Jahan to death for the embezzlement
of public funds and Mahmud Gawan becan. the
<hief minister in the State. The military rec.rd of
Mahmud Gawan was one of triumph. He fought
against and subjugated the Hindu States of the
Deccan and “increased the Bahmani dominions to
4an extent never reached before” In 1472, ha invad.
€d the chiefs of the Konkan and captured Goa. He
led successful expeditions against the Andhra coun-
try aqd Orissa, In the course of a campaign against
Narasingha of Vijayanagar the city of Kanchi was
Plundered and captured, But this ‘unrivalled min-
ister’ could not save himself from the Decoani {ac-
tion. The Deccanees became jealous of his power
and influence, To get rid of him they, by means of
a forged letter, convinced the Sultan of his ireason-
able intention and one fine morning Mahmud Shah
grdereg h;m todbe executed. “With him,” says Mea-

ows Taylor, “departed all the cohesi i
of the Bahmani -fingdﬂm." - 21 00, nager

Mahmud Gawan was one of the foremost fi
in the political history of Indo-Pakistan and wngsutl;?:
grea statesman of southern Indic. He served the
Bahmahi kingdom under Alauddin Humayun Shah
and his son Muhammad Shah TII with conspicuous
ability and integrity, He was a Ereat peneral and
conqueror as well as a remarkable administrator,
He reformed the system of revenue based upon sur-
vey and assessment. The agriculturists were allow-
ed the option of paying lhe revenue of the State
either in cash or in kind, He also reformed the army
and improved the administration of justice. It was
under him that the big provinces were divided into
two and the administration of these were entrusted
to officers directly appointed and paid by the Sul-
tan. These administrative measurbs curtailed the

217

Y yMohamaad

Milisary )
LR
of Mahmud

Gawan

Execution
of Mahmud

Gawan

Ettimaie
of Mahmud
Gawan




HISTORY OF INDO-FAKIZTAN

powers of the governors. A 'lover of justice, & man
of spotless integrity, magnanimous and chivalrous,
Mahmud Gawan was a munificent patron of learn-
ing and built at Bidar a magnificent college. He was
simple in his habits and pious in the observance of
his faith. The only property which he left at his
death was his splendid library at Bidar which con-
tained 3,000 books. ' .
: Muhammad Shah breathed his last in 1482 and
was succeeded by his minor son, Mahmud Shah.
During the reign of the minor king, disorder and con-
fusion increased on el sides and taling this advan-
_ tage the provincial governors began to declare their
“ independence. The faction between the Deccanges
and the foreigness continued as before, but the rulers

had not the courape and ability to stop it. Mahmud

Gawan was a dominating personality and a capable
administrator of the Bahmani kingdom. His death
was a fatal blow to the kingdom. Besides the re-
moval of this strong and able minister, the demo-
ralization of the later Sultans and the division into
provincial governments proved detrimental and ulti-
mately hastened the fall uiﬂ_ the empire..

Of the eighteen kings of this dynasty, some of
them were weak and worthless and some of them
were able and efficient administrators. The history
of this dynasty is mainly a history of warfare waged
apainst the Hindu States, especially against Vijaya-
niagar. Some of the rulers of Vijayanagar had to drink
the cup of humilitation at their hands. One of
their rulers gave his daughter in marriage to Firuz
Shah. Most of the rulers of the Bahmani kingdom

championed the cause of Islam in the South where .

it was in danger. Considering the history of Europe
in the 15th and 18th centuries, they cannot be blam-
ed for religious persecution. In the midst of warfare

and internal troubles, Bahmani Sultans took steps

for the betterment of the subjects. Many of them
were great patrons of arls and architecture, learn-
ing and education. Regarding the condition of the
empire, a Russian traveller named Atharasius Niki-
tin, who ~isited the Bahmani kingdom during the
reign of Muhammad Shah III, says, “The country

e e e e N Y

KINGDOM OF KHAKDES)

was populous, the lands well-cultivated, thn; roads

. Bafe from robbers, The capital of the kingdom was

a magnificenl city with parks and promenades, The
nobles lived in great magnificence, l?ut the lot of th:
people in the country was hard and miserable.”

On the break-up of the Bahmani kingd
independent states arose, one after anullferm;:; ill::
Deccan, The dynasties derived their names from
the title of the founders. The Imad Shahi dynasty
of Berar was founded by Fathullah Imad Shah in
1490. This dynasty lasted up to 1574 when it was
annexed by Abmadnagar, Ahmad Nizam Shah
founded the Nizam Shahi dynasty at Ahmadnagar
(1480-1637). It was finally annexed by Shah Jahan
to the Mughal Empire. Yusuf Adil Shah founded
the Adil Shahi dynasty at Bijapur in 1480, Quli
Qutub Shah founded ~the Qutb Shahi dynasty at
{Egaﬂ;ﬂrn;ia jnéﬁ% A.Eijapur and Golkanda were

nnex irangze ‘
in 1%? a}:;d 1687 respecﬁvﬂ; 5 Bapes
e Barid Shahi dynasty of Bidar w. -
ed rby ﬂm@r Barid in 1_523}?11: 1?&5 ann:::e?&s tg?ru\‘i}:e
ﬂ Shal'us: uf_._Bijapur to their empire in 1618-19

Kingdom of Khandesh
Khandesh was situated in the valley of the

| Tafti river. The territory was known as Khandesh

by its founder. =J ¢ title of Khan adopted

It was a province of Muhammad bin Tughluq's
empire, Firuz Shah Tughlug entrusted its gghweﬁn-
ment to Malik Raja, ore of his personal atfendants
in 1370, ﬁ.._fter the death of Firuz Shah, Malik Raia
declared his independence of the Delhi Sultanafe,
He was a man of peaceful disposition and treated his
ﬂubjectar-_-bcth Muslims and Hindus with kindness
and consideration, He was succeeded in 1389 by his

. son, Malik Nasir who captured the fortress of

Asirgarh from a powerful chieftain, But 1 '

defeated by Ahmad Shah, the Sultan of guj\;;:

Du_rlng the reign of his successors who possessed no

ability to run {he administration, the forlunes of
10—
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Khandesh rapidly declined. Adil Ehan II, one of
* the grandsons of Malik Nasir, was an able ruler who
tried hard o restore administrative order in the
kingdom. But he was followed by a series of weak
rulers who could not resist the encroachment of
foreign powers. The fortress of Asirgarh fell into
the hands of the Mughul emperor, Akbar in 1601 and
Khandesh was subsequently annexed to his empire,

Kingdom of Vijayanagar

There is a great deal of controversy about the
origin of the Vijayanagar kingdom. It was generz_llly
believed that the city of Vijayanagar was establish-
+ed by the five sons of Sangama on the southern bank

Orgin of
the Vii
nagar i of the Tungabhdra facing the fortress of Anagondi

Empire on the northern bank. This fraditional account
has been accepted by Sewell, the renowned his-
torfan of Vijayanagar Empire. According to somne
historians, Harthara and Bukka were in the service
of the Raja of Warrangal, They fled from the
country in 1324 when it was captured by the Muslims.
They took shelter with the Raja of Anagondi in the
Raichur district; but when that city too fell into
the hands of the Muslims, they were taken to Delhi.
After sometime the Sultan released them and
allowed them to go to Anagondi and live there
as vassals of Delhi, The five brothers got inspira-
tion for their enterprise from the famous saint and
scholar Madhava ?idgrﬂmn and his brother Sayana.
At their suggestion they founded the kingdom of
Vijayanagar in 1336 A.D, as a place of refuge for the
Hindus against the aggression of the Muslim
invaders,

The significance .of the Vijayanagar kingdom in
the history of India is that for three centuries it
stood as the bulwork of Hinduism and saved the
Hindu culture and religlon from being engulfed
by the rush of Muslim culture. Secondly, the con-
tinual struggle between the kingdom of Vijayanagar
and the Bahmani kingdom kept the Deccan Sultans
busv and it thus indirectly prevented the extension
of the Muslim empire in the North where the power
of the Delhi Sultanate wag on the road to decay
and decline,

The signifi-
cance of
the Vijaya-
nagar em-
pire B 1o
“save Hindn
culture apd
religion in
the sooth
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Harihara and Bukka who were malnly respon-
sible for the foundation of the Vijayanagar empire
did not assume the royal title, Bu]l:ﬂl sent an
«embassy to the court of Chinese emperor in 1874,
He was succeeded by his son, Harihara 11, who was
the first independent ruler of Vijayanagar, He con.
=olidated his authority over a large part of Southern
India and assumed all the royal titles, His reigu
was a period of ‘unbroken peace’ Next Deva Hayu
.1 became the king. His reign was a struggle with
the Bahmani king, Firuz Shah. He was defeated
and forced to purchase a peace by giving his daugh-
ter in marriage to the Sultan. The greatest rules
<f the ling of Bukka was Deva Haya Il under whom
the authority of Vijayanagar empire was establish-
=d over the whole of southern India, He met with
some reverses in his wars with the Bahmani kings,
Ahmad Shah and Alauddin, During this reign the

“two distiqgu.ished travellers Nicolo Conti and Abdur
Razzaq visited Vijayanagar and have left valuable
siccounts of the <¢ountry. TUnder his . successors,
<onfusion reigned spreme in the empire and Nara-
singa Saluva, the governor of Chandragiri took
thl,? ‘oppertunity and usurped the throne in 1486
"This is known as the First Usurpation. Narasinga

. "was a capable ruler who conguered the Tamil coun-

try to the south. He was always at war with the
‘Sultan of the Bahmani kingdom. He was succeeded
by his son, Immadi Narista who was murdered by
his general Narsa Nayaka. This is known as the
Second Usurpation. The dynasty founded by Narsa
Nayaka is known as the Tuluva dynasty.

Krishna Raya was the greatest ruler of the new
<dynasty and ona of the best rulers in the history of

. India. He was a gallant warrior and a successful

administrator. He led a campaign against the Raja
of Orissa and paptured the fortress of Udayagiri in
the Nellore district. The greatest of his milita

achievements was the recovery of the Raichur Doa

drom Ismail Adil Shah of Bijapur. He temporarily
-ccupied Bijapur and destroyed the {fortress of
‘Gulbarga, the early capital of the Bahmani kingdom.
‘But the cruel and inhuman behaviour of his officers
gave offence tﬂ] the Muslim states. Krishna Rava was
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famous for his religious zeal, tolerance and hos-
pitality to the foreigners, He maintained friendly
relations with the Portuguese und granied them
some concessions. In 1510, Albuquerque, the Por-
tuguese Governor conquered Goa from the Mus~
lims and obtained permission to build a fort at

Bhatkhal by ' sending a mission to the ruler of

Vijayanagar. The Portuguese traveller, Paes who.
visited Vijayanagar during this time praised Krish-
na Raya in eloquent terms and has left a vivid ac-
count of his personal appearance and character,
Himself an accump'f.ishedp scholar, the Raya was a
penerous patron of learning. Under him the Vi-
jayanagar empire rose to the zenith of its glory and
prosperity. ,

© Krishna Raya was succeeded by his week and
incapable successor Achyuta Raya. ‘After his death
his nephew Sadasiva Raya succeeded him, But the
real nower was in the hands of his minister, Rama
Raja who took an important part in the politics of
the Deccan, He played one against the other ac-
cordingly as it.suited his own purpose. In 1543, he
made an alliance with Ahmadnagar and Golkunda
against Bijapur. But his object was frustrated by
the diplomacy of Asad Khan, the able minister of
Bijapur. In 1558, he joined Bijapur and Golkunda
against Ahmadnagar and ravaged the latter's terri-
tory so much that all the Decean Sultans except that
of Berar were compelled to stand up against the
common enemy. In 1565, the combined armies of
Bijapur, Ahmadnagar, Golkunda and Bidar fought
against Vijayanagar and inflicted a crushing defeat
on it in the battle of Talikota. The battle of Tali-
kota was one of the decisive battles in the history of
India. It shattered all hopes of the revival of Hindu
supermacy in the South.

Rama Raja’s 'brother, Trimala usurped the
throne in 1570 by deposing Sadasiva and thereby
laid the foundation of a new dynasty known as the
Aravidu dynasty. The most remarkable ruler of
this dypasty was Venkata who transferred his

 capital to Chandragirl. Me was an able ruler and

extended his patronage to poets and scholars. His
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weak and inefficient successors could not check the
<onsequent rise of disintegrating forces, Ranga IiI
was the last noble king who failed to resist the
aggression of the Sultans of Bijapur and Golkunda,
The insane pride, blind selfishness, disloyalty and
mutual dissensions of the Vijayanagar kings largely

facilitated the conquest by the Muslims states of the
Dececan,

' The government of Vijayanagar was 1
centralised and . the king, thnEgh assistedhil%;'i{
council of ministers, officers, scholars and priests
‘was a perfect autocrat. He was the supreme autho-
xity in civil, military as well as. judicial affairs and
sometimes intervened to settle social disputes. His
power was unlimited ; but yet he was conscious of
his responsibility. Krishna Raya says, “A crowned
king should always rule with an eye towards
Dharma.” The empire was divided into several
provinces each under & governor who enjoyed im-
mense power and maintained his own c¢ourt and
army. Punishments for crimes were very severe
and prostitution was considered as a source of in-
f:':;;mta;d Gndﬂ:iu; whole the country was well-admin-
istered an e peo i
i pecple lived in peace and prospe-

Some of the rulers of Vijayanagar were patro:
of literature and made immgnage cniuibutlunptn tl]::
<ulture of southern India. Many beautiful and
splendid buildings were built in the empire. The
art of painting and sculpture attained a high level
of excellence. Sapana, the famous commentator on
the Vedas and his brother Madhava, who flourich-
ed during the early part of the Vijayanagar rule
shed lustre on the court of Vijayanagar. Krishna
Raya, Rama Raja and his brothers vrere all accom-
plished scholars. The former was a musician, poet

~and liberal patron of Telugu authors.

Vijayanagar was visited by a number of for
travellers who have left glovfing accounts of Eiﬁ:
empire. The Italian ftraveller Nicolo Conti who
came to India during the reigm of Deva Raya II
estimated the circumference of the city to be 60
miles and was much impressed by the strength of
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A _ _ £
fortifications. He considered the king to
m:re powerful than any {I:thﬂ‘ king in India. Hi
refers to the practice of Sati prevalent in the empire
at that time, Abdur HRazzag who visited Vijaya-
nagar in 1443 gives a vivid description of its wealth
an§ grandeur, He also says that the kingdom was:
well populated. The Portuguese travellers, Pag;
and Nunity visited the ecity of Vijayanagar in 1:h
and 1585 respectively. Both of them speak of t ;
magnificarice of the court and the numeriecal s_trenE;i
of the army. Paes considered the kingdom of Vi-

 jayapagar as the best previded eity in the world.

' CHAPTER X

ADMINISTRATION, SOCIETY AND,EI_.JL"I‘URE
UNDER THE DELHI SULTANATE

Nature of the Government

There was no recognised law of succession in
the Sultanate period. Often the rulers were elected,
and sometimes the ruling prince nominated his own
successor. But though the priority of birth, the
question of efficiency and the nomination of the dead

ing received some consideration, the choice of the

to the interest of the State, played a very important
part in deciding the question of suceession in the
13th and 14th centuries.

The learned jurists of Tslam believe in the sup-

* Iemacy of the Shar (the ecivil canonical law of

Islam) and hold that it is enternal and unchangeahle
in its essence,. The Shar is based on the Quran
which was revealed to the Prophet who could not
change but only explain and interpret the revela.
tion. The structure of Muslim law is built on the
Quran and the Hadith (tradition of the Prophet).

‘This law was the sovereign in Muslim lands and
all were ruleqd by it»

The ruler appointed and accepted by the Mus-
limg was the Khalifa who was the supreme judge
and chief executive in the world of Islam, His re-
presentative in Delhi was the Sultan to whom he
delegated his powers. But in course of time the
Sultan became so powerful and was at such a djs
tance that it would not have been possible for.the
Khalifa 10 meddle with his affairs. Hence the Sul-

. tan was the main human agency for enforeing and

interpreting the law in the Empire,

The Sultan was the supreme interpreter of the
law; but in practice he could not go against the
recognised inferprefation, He was only free to take

,an indepedendent decision where the jurists disag-

The Sulian
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reed. He had the power to make all civil and politi-
cal regulations for public benefit ; but he could not
contravene the Shar 'in legislating on these occa-
sions’. The .supremacy of the Shar has misled
many to think that the Muslim State of Inda-Pak-
istan was a theocracy. In the opinion of the Pakis-
tan History Board, ‘the essential feature of a theo-
cracy (the rule of an ordained priest-hood) is mis-
sing in the organisation of the Muslim state, the
jurists are all laymen who claim. no immunity
from error and wield no special power.’

The concentration of power in the hands of one
man has.led many historians to say that Muslim
rule in Indo-Pakistan was the perfect example oi
despotism. ‘According to them, the power of the
Sultan was unlimited. But in practice all political
power has certain limitations and depends for its
very existence on the co-operation of strong ele-
ments in the State. The Sultan had wvery little
legislative power and could not interfere with the
personal and religious law of his subjects. He could

- command the support and loyalty of the faithiul

only so long as he ruled in accordance with the law.
Some of the Sultans violated the laws of the
Shariat and behaved like despots. But they were
fow and far between, The Sultan was not Caesar
and the Pope in one as it is suggested by Dr. Iswari
Prasad in. his book, “A Short History of Muslim
Rule in India. -
The rulers of Indo-Pakistan had to depend on
the active support of the nobles. They had also tn
secure the co-operation of the Ulema (the Jearned

theologians) and. the lawyers on sccount of their .

influence with the Muslim populace. The cultiva-
tors of the soil, the Hindu peasants and their repre-
sentatives, the village headmen, the local chiefs and
tribal heads were not to be ignored. Besides, there
were many officers in various branches of the ad-
ministration whose co-operation and support in the
Giate services were esentially necessary. No ruler
was successful in his projects without the support
of any of these elements. Muhammad bin Tughlug
was not successful, because he did not get the co-
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operation of the officers and his execution had crea-
ted widespread discontent throughout the empire,
Alauddin Khalji's measures were suceessful in spite
ﬁflm?nf:%! dfﬁlijculéies, for he had a very good techni-
cal staff' at his disposal * i
LA isposal ‘who efficiently mpera‘ted
The Sultan had a council of friends and trugted
officers-whom he consulted in case of the important
matiers relating to the State. But the opinion of the
councillors were not binding on him. He might
accept it or refuse it, The Sultans like Iltutmish
Balban and Jalaluddin Khalji generally took the ld«:

vice of the council before taki
any direction. ng important step an

The Central Government

The highest officer in the Central Go
. vernment
E_&% the Wazir and his department was called the
mlan—f—w.r:{z;ra.r. The Diwan-i-Wazirat was a very
well-organised department under the Sultanate of

Delhi. The central finance office was the immediale The Wasl

concern of the Wazir; but he was also responsibl
for the other offices at headquarters, Thepﬂ Waﬂ: m"?

had an assistant called Naib-Wazir, H y
other important officers named M;shrif]ﬂgm:}h?
or Pla.ecnuntant-{}enera.l and Mustaufi-i-Mumalllk or
Auditor-General, Both of them enjoyed ministerial
rank and had direct access to the Sultan.

There were three other main de
: ] partments, su
:']i" ﬂ;:: Drw:-md'-ﬂ_:safm, the Diwan-i-Arz, the wamcti-,
nsha.  The Diwan-i-Risalat dealt with religious
matters, pious foundations, stipends to deserving

scholars and men of i

| me piety, and the Divan-f-
with the military departmént, The Din'an—fa.:n:hr: m
Besides these, Mes

;il:e:t:t with royal correspondence,
@ were other departments, Each depart
had its own establishment consisting of seﬁgt?ﬁ:;

hel
:aﬂif:i . by a number of clerks and subordinate

The Sultans considered maintenance of justice

their primary duty, Justice wa
: A > s usually adm
€d by the Chief Qazi ( Qaziuly Ouzat) w}Irm wain{:ﬂwp- i

ed by Mufris to expound the law. All important
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towns had a Qazi for the administration of justice.
The cases in which only the Hindus were concern-
ed were decided by the Panchayar. The Korwal
was the custodian of peace and order. Another
municipal offieer called Muhtasib was 'to watch over
the conduct of the people, to control the markeis
and to regulate weights and measures” The Sultan
kept himseM infromed of all the activities of his
people through spies. Punishment was very severe
for eriminal cazes. Firuz Shah Tughlug abolished
some of the cruel forms of punishment,-

The sources of revenue were mainly derived
from the land-tax called  Kharaf, Zakat, Jiziya
spoils of war, mines, custom duties and heirless pro-
perty. Besides these, there were other taxes like
house-tax, grazing-iax, water tax, etc. Taxes were
pald both in ecash and kind.

Frovincial Administration

The Empire was divided into’a number of pro-
vinces, each of which was governed by a governor or
Wali. According to Ziauddin Barani, there were 12

- provinces at the beginning of the reign of Muham-

mad bin Tughlug. But afterwards the Sultan in-
creased the number of provinces for the better
administration of the empire, So the number of pro-
vinces varied from twenty to twenty-five. The gov-
ernor was in charge of the ecivil as well as the mili-
{ary administration of the province. He maintain-
ed a local militia and had to render military help,
if necessary, fo the Sultan. But his office was not
" hereditary. His appointment, dismissal and trans-
fer depended upon the will of the Sultan. He wasg
paid from the revenue of the province .and after
meeting the expenses of his administration he had
to remit the surplus to the Imperial Treasury.

In those stormy days the Sultan had to main-
tain a largenarmy consisting of three parts—the
cavalry, the infantry and ihe elephant corps, The
provineial governors were ambitious, rebellion was

rife and the mode of communication extremely dif-

ficult and in such a state of affairs, the only means
to restrain the works of the provincial governors

_— =
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and check their disruptive tendencies '
Eu}at;cm of a well disciplined 'standin;m:rtnl‘;; 1011;1
ose days the rulers generally depended upon the
Provinecial governors and fief-holders for the sup.
ply of troops in times of necessity, Bul this was fn
exiremely irksome process, The provineial gover-
I&Drs and the fief-holders sometimes put the Central
Overnment in a difficult position by wilful negli
gence of the royal mandate, g

ideaiﬂ?ﬁgg:u :I:iﬁzl'j:hwa; fﬂhie first who conceived the
i +he indlan army on & solid and

sound basis, He fiYed the peshe

e pay of the soldier
E:r?nf?sguﬁzad 1? the Fentral Government ins c:fsl;au
{ ¢ s¥stem of branding K .
thereby checked the cor i Sy G
: ruption of the
death, the efficienc et
i ¥ of the army was greatly impair
fu?saﬁ?fn atzllfﬁiscsl‘?v;’ly t;rf:pt into the mjlit:::’ry é:;_a;;w
fon; T avalry formed the backior

:Igm:,. l_'lur:ng the reign of 3".‘1u]-t:erm.:a:;iI hi?]quungfh%t];l :
DIE F:";umher of cavalry rose to 37,000 and 1n the re-’"E
ruz Shah “there was an army of 80.000 aﬁd

- sometimes 90.000 horses exclusive of slaves’ The

Arz—i-Mumali}: administered  the business of the

Tor the future dissolution of the Delhi empire by

increasing the
of the St%; ‘A PW."’EI' of qﬂe nobles at the expense

Social Condition

Islam has taught the
world the idea
.:aLFrntherhnud. In Islam, & slave of tcr-dggf ﬂi.vf;
%uti?ﬂi aﬁipiﬂs-mgin;u pl;{;:VidEd he has got requisiie
ualifics . ring the Sultanate of D
ii;izic‘tgmﬁu';i:; made in appointment to the SZEIE{E
Manj @ person rose to the highest '

In the State by dint of his i st el
L ® | merit. Muslim socist
was not divided into water-ti erl
i -tight com
&E;_lnugh there were people of different pﬁ;;;ﬁ:nt:‘:
djder:f{;:v?;g] ::ﬂ.‘l‘ﬁlmf{.' gistinctiuns, no doubt, but that

0late the individual from the t
people. Some sections of the Pad
et S ; populace, namely
highly paid Government officers and the gre;‘.]}tr;gf
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ers were in affluent circumstances, A large number
of the populace 'belonged to the middle class and

" some belonged to the humbler strata of society.

The Muslim nobility during the Sultanate of
Delhi cecupied a prominent place in society. They
exercised a great infiuence upon the activity of the
Sultans. They enjoyed the key-posts in thF State.
The nobles played a very important role in declding
the question of suceession. They became so powerfﬁl
during the reign of the weak successors of Iltu:ffmisa
that Ghivasuddin Balban and Alauddin Khalji had

" “to take steps to curb their power. During the reigns

of the Lodi Sultans they became very proud and
powerful, ‘Ibrahim Lodi had lost his throne and life
ingoing to curb their power. The nobles were gene-
rally graded as Khans, Maliks and Amirs. But the
nobles in the 18th century did not act as a homogen-
ous end well-organised body like the nobles of France
and England, The nobles sprang from men of varions
nationalities, such as Turks, Arabs, Afghans, Abyssl-
nians, Egyptians, people of Java and %ndlsn_s. Such
a heterogeneous class could mot work together to .
check the arbitrary actions of the Sultans, On the
contrary they proved a source of trouble and dans
ger to the empire. Most of these nobles started
thelr careers as slaves.

The Tlema were held in high respect and they
exercised a great influence if society. The power of
the Ulema was curtailed by Alauddin Khalji; but:
sfter him no atternpt was made fo curb the influence
of the Ulema, Muhammad bin Tughlug inflicted pun-
ichment on individuals and had nothing to do with
the class of the Ulema and the Shaikh, The Sufis
also played an important part in the social history
of i{he Sultanate period. Besides the Ulema and the =
Shailkh, the Sayyids were respected by all classes of |
peaple, !

Dependence of women on their husbands was a
special feature of social life among the Hindus and
the Muslims in Indo-Pakistan. They enjoyed & res-
pectable position in the society, “The culture of the
women varied according to the classes to Iwhich_ they
belonged.” Some of the upper class ladies evineced =
a keen interest in arts and sciences; but the ordi- =
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nary village women were absorbed in their domes-

tic duties.' The Purda’ system was prevalent both

among the Hindus and the Muslims except in some

coastal towns, Early marriage and the practice of

Seli  were in vogue among the Hindus. The Sul- The s

tans maintained a large number of slaves. “Alaud- Kpitem i
din Khalji had 50,000 slaves and their number roge 1
10 100,000 under Firuz Shah Tughlug.” Some of the
Giaves rose to the highest position by dint of merit
and ability, At first the slaves were beneficial to y
the State; but later they became.a menace to the
empire and brought about its downfall, '

Some of the Sultans were generous and pious
and nothing was reported against their conductp; but
some of them led pompous and immoral life, Drinke
ing and gambling seem to have been the common
vices in the 12th and 13th centuries. Musicians, ath. *

lets " i
i ;1:1:1 story-tellers were patronised in the royal

_ Hindu society was broken into several walers
tight compartments. The caste system had become
even mare rigid and the tyranny of the Brahmins
over the Sudras wid the untouchables had Erown
to intolerable extents. In the circumstances the light
of Islam appeared on the horizon of Indo-Pakistan.
The spirit of equality, toleration and social justice

began fo attract a large number of oppre
! ssed Hind
masses under the fold of Islam. L8 ¢

Condition of the Hindus under the Sultanafe

It has been said by the hostile eritics that '
of the Hindus under the Muslims was misera’fﬂh:.lg:
is clear from the records and evidences that the :
Hindus were not only treated justly but even ;
rously, They were given the stains of dhimmis'=
an allied people which entitled them to consider
tion and protection. Though some of the fem
were broken in course of military operations and

Various measures were taken against the Hinduy te mﬂf
bring them to obedience and submission, they werg Teligion

allowed complele freedom of religion and ceremo- ﬂ“;fu d‘“
L]

nieg during the Sultanate of Delhi, Mr. Elphinstone
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‘thousands of converts frcin the down-{ondden Hin-
du masses’. The saints and 5.7 of this country
had dedicated their lisc. to the cause of Islam, The
evils of the caste system and their simple way of
lite contnibuted a great deal fo the success of the
Sufis for the spread of Islam in the sub-continent.

Sufism was a great spiritual movement in Is-

‘lam ‘which sought mystic realisation of the Almigh-

ty Allah’, “It is not so much a set of doctrines as il
is a mode of thinking and feeling in the religious
comain. Muslim mysticism represents a reaction
against the intellectualism of Islam and the GQuran
and the formalistn which developed as a conse-
quence. Psychologically its basis should be sought
in“the human aspiration to a personal, direct ap-
proach to, and a more intense experience of the
diety as a religious truth, Like other Islamic move-
ments Sufism traces its origin to the Quran and the
Hadith”, In order to keep Sufism within the dis-
cipline of Islam the Sufis organised themsclves into
Silsilas or orders and established Khangahs (hos-
pices). There were many Silsilas or sufsilsitas of
which the Qadriyeh founded by Shaizn Abdul
Qader Gilani (1077-1168), the Nagshbandiyah call-

ed after Khwajah Bahauddin Nagshband, the Chis-
tivah founded by Khwaja Abu Ishag Shami and
the Sulrawardiyah founded by Shaikh Bahauddin
Zakariya were the most important, '
In the train of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni many
Muslim saints along with the warriors and warlords
eame to Indo-Pakistan. These saints permeated the
rank of Indo-Pakistan society and preached Islam
in the sub-continent. Shaikh Ali Hujweri popular-
ly known as Data Ganj Baksh came from Ghazni to
Lahare a few years after the death of Sultan Mah-
mud., He was the first Muslim mystic in the his-
tory of this country. He was mainly responsible
for the propagation of Islam in the Punjab.
" The Chistya order was brought to Indo-Pakis-
tan by Khwaia Muinuddin Ajmeri who belonged to
this order. He made a tour to many paris of the
Muslim world. Ajmer where he died in 1236 AD,
wag chosen a5 ihe centre of his aclivity. He was

ADMINISTRATION, SOCIETY AND CULILRE

Calicut where merchants from all ' |
<came ttcr buy poods. Guirat is desﬁ?ﬁﬁfaif.wmm.
as a rich and populous country and Penn h‘y‘ﬂ
Batuta as a rich and fertile province Though gl
culture formed the main cecupation af the bulk of
the people in the rural areas, there were the tex-
tile industry, ineluding the manufacture of uiil.iun
<loth, u.lroullen cleth and silks, the dyeing indust
and ealico-painting, the sugar industry mZtB.l worg
stone and brick work and the paper int.iuslry Marca
Polp says, “The inhabitants are good and iiv
iheir trade and manufactyure.” ' pi
The chief imports were urticlos i
11:~c11+as Imr_sns‘ and mules for the wea?fhggrm;ﬁssgg
“nd the principal exports consisted of wvarieties of
agrieultural goods and textile manufacture. Gujrat
and Br.:nga] were specially famous for the exporis
of l.ex‘fy]e goeds. Bengal iz considered by Baft!l?ema
tu be “ile richest country. in the world for '+:f1‘t;':
ginger, sugar, grain and flesh of every kind "“T!P.
prices of goods were cheap in times of pnm_;ef::] C{:rﬁ
ditu?n; bt in times of famine and sce:r;it}' tIt Iose
shnormally high. During the reign of Firusz Sh;‘r'
Tughlug and Ibrahim Lodi, the price of grain m“n;
Very low. In the time of Muhammad bin Tughtu
f When the country was visited by severe famine 1q'
:anle from 16 to 17 fitals per seer. Ibn Batuta s::ur;
that he had never seen “eountry where commaodities
“#ell cheaper” than in Bengal, Eight dirhams wére
Hl_t:l:mt ‘for the annual expenses of a fah-'xily of
e On the whole the prices of goods and other
_ oles were :;heap during this period. But T.hE:
*) ; ard of lj}rmg of the peasaniry was not high
b li# the ruling and the official classes rolled. in
1 tr:u.!rp' and wealth. The economic depression br.':
N towards the close of the 14th century. “The in-
i ;:ulnn of Timur upset the life of the country and
- “#hook the very foundation of society’,

“Ehe Impact of Islam on Indo-Pikistan

The advent of Islam and the
: permanent )
lshment of Muslim rule in Indo-Pakistan pru::uf'gz
Ibr.- of preat ymportance in the political, social, eul-
tural and religious history of the couniry ;
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Politically, the Turko-Afghan conquests brought
about a unification of the sub-continent to an ex-
tent that had never been achieved in the pre-Muslim
period, Before the Muslim conquest, no Hindu ruler
was suceessful‘to forge his sword over the divided
and disunited provinces of India. ESecondly, the
establishment of a vast empire with centralised gov-
ernment under the hegemony of the Musiims en-
hanced the power and prestice of the Far East. Be-
sides this, the fusion of political ideas between the
Hindus and the Muslims culminated in the estab-
lishment of a new system of Government which was
partly Indian and partly Islamic,

Socially, the Muslim conquest of India left im-
mense results on Hindu society, Islam has proved
and shown to the world from the Early Turkish
Empire that a slave of today may be a king of to-
morrow provided he possesses requisite juslifica-
tions 6f a king, This universal equality and brother-
hiood of Islarmn dealt a death blow to ‘he Erahmins
and the privileged classes who, out of fe. - for thelr
privileged position, tightened the pasle svsiom.as a
sort of passive resistance ageinst the force of Islam,
Secondly, il. encouraged the ‘Purda’ systen: which
was- strictly maintained in society. The threat of
attacks by foreigners on the female members and
the example set by the ruling class compelled the
conquered to introduce and maintain the ‘Purda’
system, Thirdly, there were exchanges of secial
customs and manners between the conguerors and
the conguered. Some of the customs of the congue-
red (Hindus) were adopted by the conquerors and
similarly the conquered adopted many manners end
practices of the conquerors.

The greatest change was brought in the field of |
culture and civilization. The free mixing of the
Muslims with the Hindus resulted in absorption and
assimilation of Muslim culture by the Hindus, The
first step in the direction was the study of Arabic
and Persian by the Hindus who wanted to know
Muslim arts and sciences, As a result of close asso-
ciation between the two communities there frew up
the Indo-Islamic styles in art and architecture and

ADMINISTRATION, SOCIETY AND CULTURE

music and painting. It al=o led to the evolution of
a common langudge, TLe conguerors spoke either
Turki or Persian while fh¢ inhabitants of nerthern
India spoke Hindi. Su a common language was ne-
cessary for the mutual understanding of the con-
querors and the conguered and out of this necessity
grew up Urdu which is a common vehicle between
Hindi and Persidn,

Religiously, the impact of Islam on Hinduism
produced an important change in the history: of
Indo-Pakistan. Islam became supreme in ithe land
while Hinduism was seriously affected, The first Yo
sult of the religious impact of Islam was the dis-
appearance of Buddhism from Bihar and Pengal,
Secondly, it spread. Islam in Indo-Pakistan. The
equality of Islam, the position and honour in so-
ciety and the economic privileges enjoyed by the
Muslims won over many to the religion of their
rulers. Lastly, the most important religious result
of the **“~lim conquest was the rise of new reli-
gious sc... . s which aimed at establishing unity und
amity between the Hindug and the Muslins, The
Oneness of God and the simplicity of Islam Ileft a
profound impression on the minds of tho Tndian
thinkers who all preached the unity of Godhead and
the equality of all religions. To them, true religion
did not consist in empty forms but in Bhakti or true
devotion to God, -

* Bha kti_ Movement

During the Sultanate of Delhi, a series of Hindu
religious thinkers and reformers led a movement
for religlous reform which emphasised the cult of
Bhakti (devotion) and was known as Bhaki move-
ment. Thiz movement took its birth in Southern India

but F}y and by it spread to the whole of the sube
continent, y

The pioneer of the Bhaki movement of Indo-
Pakistan was Shankaracharya, He was born in a
Brabimin family at Kaldi (Malabzar) in 788 A, From
his childhovd Shankaracharya possessed wonderful
telent and spiritual leanings. As Dbe grew up, he

11—
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became a great advocate of monastic philosophy, He
preached the unity of Godhead and thus brought
a revolution in Hinduism and became a great fore-
runner of the Bhakii cult, He died at the age of
thirty-two in 820 AD,

According to Dr, Ishwari Prasad, the first great
exponent of the Bhalkt cult was Ramanuja who
fiourished in the carly years of the 12th century. He
did his. best 1o popularise the cult of devotion and
preached that salvation could be had by this means
alone,

The next reformer was Ramanand who lived in
the 14th century and raized his woice for the first
time against the caste system. Ramanand was the

bridge between the Bhaki movement of the North

and the South. He preached his mission during the
reigns of the Khalji and Tughlug Sultans. During
this period the famous Sufi saint, Shaikh Nizamud-
din Auliya propagated the teachings of love and hu-
manity and his followers reached every part of Indo-
Pakistan to reform the lives of the lower class peo-
ple. Historians are of opinion that Ramanand was
much influenced by the Suji saints. He travelled
over different parts of the country and after study-
ing the religious and social condition he came to'the
conclusion that unless fundamental chanpes were
made in the belief of the Hindu faith, reform was
impossible. He asked his disciples to help him in
the matter. He emphatically rejected caste rules en-
joined in the Brahmanical systems and established
the worship of Ramy instead of Visinu: He exhort-
ed his disciples to help men of all castes and was
the first reformer to preach in the vernacular,
Among his disciples Kabir, a Muslim weaver of
Benares was the most famopus. Kabir was the great-
est standard-bearer of love and humanity in the his-
tory of Indo-Pakistan, He addressed the common
people in their own language and conveyed his tea-
ol - 7= of Bhalkd to themm through his dokas. He was
the fir.. > of medieval reformation to take an
effort for.k  ~u-.iiuslim unity in the sphere of re-

ligion. He strong.: condemned the worship of idols

and the caste syslem

5
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The greatest saint of the Ehaly mo

{;:I1a}ia{1}'a who was born in a Brahmixgﬂmitlyw:?
Nadia in Bengal in 1485, He renounced this world
At the age of 25 and became a sannyasl, Love is
_f.l_me w.sftch-wnrd of the cull of Chaitanya. He raised
hig voice against the caste systern and proclaimed
the universal brotherhood of man. He is worshipped
by m:_‘lll::ns of people as incarnation of Sri Krishna
4and his name had become a household word in Ben-
gal. He admitted to his religions fraternity all sorts
of people—irrespective of caste and creed. ;

Guru Nanak, the founder of the Sikh reli
was another famous reformer nf.t‘ﬂ‘ii 1.1:».=.-1-iuvdr,E iii{;::
Kabir he condemned idolatry and the caste system
and preached the unity of God.

Nanak was deeply influenced By Is] d
‘tried to reconcile Islam and Hindu?gm. ?{12 :;phl;?

sized good actions and purity of life. He had both .

Hindu and Musﬁm disciples,

The Bhakti movement had far-reachi
“uences in the history of Indo-Pakistan. nﬁ‘hm
Pact of Islam Hherﬁiised the outlook of Hinduism

is new outlook brou
submerged classes the understanding 1551' tﬂ‘t nﬂ:::
were despised by men they would be loved by God
Pprovided they could worship Him with Bhakii, The
religious reformers made attempts to bridge. the
£ulf between the *Hindus and the Muslims and
though they were not successful in their efforts
they paved the way for the liberal policy of Akbar
Iihe Great. But the most important result of this
movement was the growth of vernacular literature
which received a great impetus in the hands of the
Teformers who used it as a vehicle of their teaching,

Sufism and its inﬂueﬁce

The Sufis who came to Indo Pakistan § '
- n
humber_ in the train of Muslim conguerors p]l:;g;
A most important part in the spread of Islam in the
sub-continent. They worked not only for p -
ing the inner spirit

of Islam but alse for *%M -
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says, “The Hindus were not molested in the exer-
cise of their religion.” The Hindus had the right to
preach their doctrines in Indo-Pakistan during Mus-
lim rule and it is clearly shown from the develop-
ment of the Bhakt! cult. The Hindu rulers were
allowed to retain their power if they acknowledged
suzerainly of the Muslims. Many of the Hindus
secured high appointments such as governorships
or commands in the army. “One of the Sultans of
Bengal," says Ferishta, “enlisted 5,000 Hindu foot-
men as his bodvguards.” Alauddin Khalji and Mu-
hammad bin Tughlug employed a number of Hin-
dus in the service of the State. The jizya was im-
posed on the Hindus in lieu of military service ; but
those who volunteered their service in the army
were exempted drom it. “It was really as political
maleontents and not as ‘dissenters’ or 'recusants’
that the Hindus were harassed, if at all and as such
even Musalmans were not spared,” zays Dr. A, M.
Hosain, Many leading Muslims were either. killed
or bBanished from the empire for their misconduszt
by Alsuddin Khalji and Muhammad bin Tughlug.
Many of the Sultans were sincere in the ohservance
of their religious riteg and ceremonies | but they
never forced their religion on others. The local ad-
ministration was entirely in the hands of the Hin-
dus, The burden of taxes on the Hindus was much
lighter than that under Hindu rulers, The Hindus had
large shares in the trade, commerce and agriculture,
Monev-lending and banking wese entirely in their
hands. In eullure, the same spirit of toleralion wos
shown towards the Hindus, The art and archilec-
ture, language and literature, music and painting
and tradition and philosophy of the Hindus were
allowed to develop side by side with those of the
Muslims. ;

Economic Condition

That the economic condition of the country was
on the whole prosperous is attested by the foreigr.
travellers who visited India during this period. Most
of them aré’of opinion that the State gave liberal
encouragement to trade and industry. Marco Polo
and Ibn Batuta both speak highly of Broach and

|

j |
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very popular with the people of the subsontinent
who called him out of affection Khwaja Gharib
Nawaj (Saint of the poor peopla), 8
buddin Bakhtivar Kaki
Ganj Shakar
in many cities of Indo-Pakistan were the two ime
portant successors of Khwaja Muinuddin Chishii,
The Chistiyah was the most popular and powerful
order during the Sultanate period. The Sufis of
the Chistiyah order played a great role in the his-
tory of the sub-continent. They were mainly res-
ponsible for the spread of Islam in the North, the
Decean and Bengal,

Shaikh Farid appointed Shaikh Nizamuddin
Auliya (1238-1325) as his Khalifah, FHe was per=
haps the greatest Sufi saint in the history of the
sub-continent after Khwaja Muinuddin, It was Ni-
zamuddin Auliya who trained up a band of Sufis for
the propagation of Islam in Gujrat, the Decoan and
Bengal. His tomb at Ghiyaspur outside Delhi at-
tracts a large number of visitors throughout the
Year.

_Shaikh Bahauddin Zakariya of Multan wag the
founder of the Suhrawardiyahk' order in the sub-con«
tinent. He travelled in many parts of Muslim coun-
tries and while he was at Baghdad, he became a
disciple of Shaikh, Shihabuddin Suhrawardi, AF-
ter his return to Mulian he established a Suhrawardi
Khangah there and brought this order into promi-
nence. Many Hindus from Sind, Multan and Lahore
accepted Islam at his hands. His disciple Sayyid
Jalaluddin Bukhari, popularly known as Mukhdum
Jahanian Jahangasht was one of the important saints
of the Suhrawardiyah order, He founded a sirong
Suhrawardi centre at Uchh and pleyed an import-
ant part in the propagation of Islam in Sind. The
Suhrawardiyah order contributed largely to the
spread of Islam in West Pakistan and Gujrat,

Shah Jalal who came from Turkey was a great
saint of Bengal. He was the diseiple of Shaikh Shi-
habuddin Suhrawardi and ¢ame to this sub.eontinent
in the reign of lltutmish, After a brief sojourn at
Delhi, he reachied Bengal where he passed the rest
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of his life. S8hah Jalal helped Shamsuddin Shah, the
Sultan of Bengal and took part with him in a war
against Gaur Govinda, a Hindu ruler of Sylhet for his.
ill-treatment towards the Muslims, After the cong-
uest of Sylhet he settled there and preached Islam in.
the land. It was due to his missionary activities
that Islam gained a good ground in Sylhet. In
1347, Shah Jalal died in Sylhet and was buried
there. :

There were many sufls and saints in Bengal who
came either directly from Western and Central Asia
or from different parts of Indo-Pakistan. They con-
tributed much to the spread of Islam in this part of
the sub-continent. Shaikh Ala-ul-Hug of Pandua
and his son Nur Qutb Alam established new orders
and these orders were named after their names.
Some saints in Bengal played the role of fighters in
the eause of Islam and later they ‘came to’be regar-
ded as saints by the people of the localities.’ The
names of Zakar Khan Ghazi of Tribeni (Hughli),
Khan Jahan Ali of Bagerhat (Khulna) and Shah
Ismail Ghazi may be specially mentioned in this
connection,

Art and Architecture :

The political and military activities of the Mus-
lim rulers in Indo-Pakistan did not hamper their
progress in the field of architecture and literature.
The Sultans of Delhi extended their patronage lo
architecture which has been regarded as the best
index of human progress. Some of the builders were
emperors of Delhi and others were kings or nobles
of Bengal, Gujrat, Malwa and the Deccan.
Among the classes of buildings erected by the Sul-
tans were the royal palaces, forts, mosques, mau-
coleums. tombs of great men and shelters for the
poor. Muslim archilecture in Indo-Pakistan is, in
its design, a mixture of the Syrian, Byzantine, Egyp-
tian and Tranian styles, while in its detail is Hindy,
Jain or Buddhist. Sir John Marshall says, “Indo-
Islamic art is not merely a-loecal variety of Islamic
art? Likewise, it is not merely “a modified form af
Hindu art, . . Broadly speuking, Inde-Islamic archi-
toctire derives its characler from both sources,

: Ef_the thb Minar. The latter ohe
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though no! always in aln ¢
i eqtal degroe re I |
;ﬁﬁfﬂ between the Indian and I.flatrdu l'i:ralll'l' 'Il!h:
M U monuments were generally ornamented 'l'ﬂh
gures of deities and Muslim conception of decoras |

ticn Motnd expression i 5
patt tn and ﬂm?ial design.*:'* calligraphy, geometrict l

The contact of Islam with the Hindus
ir;l:hri- ?\1 zl?tganhuf a style which has sumetirmr:: %];:E |
e -'r1ati§ ::»f luslim school of architecture, This ?ﬁ“" '
& i i ;1;1[ hindigepu_us architectural styles was u::;.::: h:-"
A € appoiniments of the local artisans pouible
B oo thé?rus' ¥ or unconsciously have left clear due o
varly period u?ﬁt?]ebgﬁim:n t'I}'ll'? et m |
Tl : ks e 5 I
E:tﬁ-? arch:tefztuxe was nothing but ;I'fiil!hﬂmd aI:I::%{::
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amrtimm B 3 uilding.* In course of time Muslim
iy craftsmen began to pour into this land
ge number and the gradual decrease of Hindu

characteristics from the bui
e nuticed.e uildings of the later period

ki bTi:s g}tzbbat-uh]‘.ﬂnm mosque which wag found-

i _:;.f ﬁlelhtfddin Aibak to ‘commemorate the cap-
LR ljh and the Quib Minar are the best speci-

s f: styles. The Quth Minar was origin-

Al peapieef rom which the mwazzin could summon The Delhi
hs ool nIprayer. It was begun by Qutbuddin R
ol o ;ﬂmp eled and enlarged by Iltutmish The;

el w; ];Iffvi.'lﬂprﬂ was another famous m u

e ifa Iu:ﬂ t ;t stjmer at the beginning of Dl'l?u:
R Indo-Pakistan, It closely resembles the

o -T,‘s;lam mosgue of Delhi in style and cons

o A quam-J-Musjid was built by Iitulmjs‘l:.t
b I - 418 successors had left bui a few a

s £ mnnumentls among “which the tomb I‘i-'
ot ci{ ?e mentioned here. The Muslim chg

s Kha]ij Is r1:c_tmn is best noticed in the hui]ding;
S arg {;ﬂd The most prominent of these:
Dot e [£ IJ'amaaf Kharsh  Masiid at th |

lzamuddin Auliva and the A!a{ Da ru'ﬂj.: |

is ‘one of the mast
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may be an exaggeration but it cannot be denled that

he founded cities like Firuzabad, Fatehabad, Jauns

pur, Hisar Firuz and others, Besides, he built a poeod

wumber of mosques, palaces, sarais, reservoirs, tombs,

raths, monumental tombs and bridges,

After the fall of the Tughlug dynasty, the Sayyid
imd Lodi Sultans buill a number of mosgues and
.omibs, :
Some of the provineial rulers were great buil-
lers of palaces, mosques and tombs. The buildings -
‘recled by the provincial rulers bear ample testimo-
1y to their architectural tastes, The buildings of the
Sharqi dynasty of Jaunpur are noted for their “mas-
sive slopping.walls, square pillars, small galleries Tam.i-Masjic
ind cloisters.” - One' of the brilliant specimens of and Lal Dar-
the Srarqi style is the Atala Masjid which was begun waz Misque
f1 1377 and completed in 1408. The next is the Jam. o lsioper
rMasjid which was built by Husain Shah, The third '
ls the Lal Darwaza Mosque. .The other important
buildings.are the broken facade of the Jhanjheeri
and the Khalis Mulkhlis,

The independent rulers of Bengal were also in-
terested in architecture. The.earliest specimens of .
the Bengal style of architecture are the tomb and® =
osque of Zafar Khan Ghazi. The well-known '
\dina Masjid at Pandua was built by Sikandar Shah Adiax Masid
n the second half of the fourteenth century. It was
very huge and ambitious structure, The Sat Gum-
baj Mosgiie and the tomb of Khan Jahan Alj at Ba-
erhat (Khulna) are the famoys architectural mony-
1eNts in this part of Pakistan, The Sat

Atala Masiid,

Sat l':lumhj
Gumbaj, as Moque

Jis name shows, §s covered by sixty domes, but it has

ictually Seventy-sever 'domes, Another beautiful
m_!dlng 13 the tomb of Jalal Uddin Muhamimad Shah,
Which is considered to be one of the finest tombs in

bengral. The Dalehil Derwaza at Gaur is 3 rlec
qn example of brick structure as can be fuus.niixai:r}'-t :: ”‘;dm
herg in the world.” The other well-known strue- Ch::u 5-.:::
Ires at Gour are the Lotan Mesiid, the Bara Sona Masid
't Sona Mdsjid and the Qadam
_ Of these the Bara Eona Mzsjid “has
e merit of mreater simplicity and ifipressiveness "
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| there grew up a mixed type of architec-

Erzenlgna Guijrat gl'-zuslim architecture has developed

along its own line, Its rich ornamentation, deh-::ai.:y

of style and floral designs provide a contrast to the

simplicity of style prevailing in Bengal. Hindu arrthF

tecture was well-developed here long before the

. Muslim conquest of Indo-Pakistan, When the Mus-
lims conquered this country, they adopted Hindu and
Jaina designs with necessary modifications accord-

Sar Gumbaj Moque, Bagerhat

ing to their requirements, One of the best exam-
ples of the Gujrat style is the well-known :Iam._:-
Masiid ‘at Ahmadabad erected by Ahmad 51..415 in
1311, It has fifteen domes which are supported ic-r;
two hundred pillars. Another equally beaut uf
building is the tomb of Ahmad Shah. The city ©

Champaner also contains remarkable 'nun]::]ings 1;11—
cluding a grand mosque built by Mehmud Bngr? a
and the paldces in the fort. Dr. Bur::_o_s lavishes
‘ praize on the Gujrat stvle and says thai i1 contains

Fam i Masiid
at Ahmadatad

L
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“?:ﬁ;h; heaﬁy and finish of the native arl with g cer-
a cence i i v
works.”gn which is deficient in their own
The province of Malwa evolved a
own: The buildings of Mandu,
<ure Muslim in design and »xecution and bear a close
resemblance to those of Delhi, The most notahle
bui'dings. of Mandu are the Jam-{-Masjid, the Hin-
dola Mahal, the Jahaz Makhal, Hushang Shah's tomb
and palaces of Baz Bahadur and Rupmati. The Jam-
-i-ME}SJI{l was planned and started by Hushang Shah
but it was eompleted by Mahmud Khalii. The Dar-
bar Hall, which is popularly known as Hindola
Mahal, “zaa_gmhahly erccied by Hushang Shah,
Hushapg S8hah’ tomb is the first great tomb in the

style of its

e o e R L i g . ” I'\. ;

Tor b ot Hud.ong 8ok

COnizy h_ui!l wholly of white marble. The Jahaz
Ilmf:a,:'. With s arched walls. roefed paviliong anEI
bc:rurpfuI Teservoirs, is one of the mast CUlERICIBLS
buildings in Mandu. The palaces of Baz Baludus

capital of Malwa-

Jami-Mayud

Hushang.
Snah’s tombs
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and Rupmati are built high up on the plateau over-
looking the Narmada. In short, Mandu “is, of all
fortress cities of Indo-Pakistan, the most magni-
ficient.” ' -

The Bahmani Sultans of the Deccan were great
patrons of art and architecture. They brought into
existence a peculiar style of architecture which was
a mixture of a number of elements. such as, Indo-
Pakistani, Turkish, Egyptian and Persiun, ‘The
mosques at Gulbarga and Bidar are beautiful speci-
mens of this art: but the most beautiful Deccan

._architecture is found at Bijapur. The magnificent

snausoleum of Muhammad Adil Shab, popularly

" known -as Gol Gumbaj, is built after a peculiar styie.

There are other equally celebrated buildings, such
gz, the Jam-i-Masyd at Gulbarga, the Chand Minar
at Daulatabad and the College of Mahmud Gawan’
at Bidar.

During the Sultanate period the Muslimz & ve-
loped decorative arts such as ealligraphy an. © ==
besque. They invented and improved flore! desiens
and geometrical patterns “which enhanced: the
beauty of their buildings and illuminatioh of their
books,” The Avabie seript became a great art in
Muslim lands. The art of painting was also prac-
tised by the Muslims hnd “there is evidence that
moral paintings were widely in use for decorative
purposes in royal palaces Musie, though disliked
by the orthodox Muslim: had such irresistible
appeal that it could not be banizhed. The Muslims
made eontributions to the native music. There

were some reputed musiclans during this peried .

amont whou, the great poet Amir Khausrau occu-
- pied the firsl place. He sel some of his poems lo
the Indir tunes and 1 suid o have improved
seme of @ 110d popular instruments such as Sitar.

Literature

Many of the Sultans and Amirs of Delhi and the
‘Muslim ruiers and nobles in the provinces freely
patfonised learning and the learned. Persian was
the court-lanpuage of the Delhi Sultans and its lile-
riture teceived a pgrest impetus st their honds,
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There were Persian writers
court of almost every Sultan fram
down to Sikandar Lodi. The me
fizure of this period was Amir Khausay | -
His original name was Muhammad Hasan &

was born at Patiala in 1253 A.D. Amir Khatsrau

took up service a5 a cuurt'PﬂEt under Princ' Mu. .. a1

hammad Khan, the eldest son of Bzlban. He had.
the fortune to gerve under six suor:essi::fe Efﬂtng

of Delhi from Balban to Ghyasuddin Tughlu

was a prolifie writer and' is” said to haﬁgl '-Etl'i'ttljt:
more than four lakhs of cquplet. He was unqﬁenj!dﬁ*
ably the greatest of the Indo-Pakistan poets writing
in Persian, Maulana Shibli says. “India has not
produced during these six hundred’ vears a person
with such universal perfection in the art of poetry,™
Some of his masnawis ‘provide us with valuable in-
formation about the history and soeial conditions
of the times'. He has also written a number of
prose books. The most well-known books of this
category are the Khazainul Futuh, Tughlugnama
and the Tarikth-i-Alai, Amir Khausray was the
first Muslim writer to make use of Hindi wogds. He
was not only a poet and historian, but also &n ex-
cellent singer, He played an important part in the
dwe]upmelnt of Indo-Pakistani music, He is gene-
rally described as Tufi-i-Hind or ‘Parrot of India",
Amnir Khausrau's friend, Amir Hasan Dihalvi, whose
full name was Najmuddin Hasan was a Persian poet
of great ability and genius., He enjoved the patro-
nage of Muhammad bin Tughluq, - He migrated to
Daulatabad where he died in 1338, At the provin-
cial courts, too, there were poets and scholars who
produced a erop of literature in Persian,

The Muslims:made great contributions in the
field of history, It was the Muslims who introduc-
ed the art of historiography in the sub-continent,
“E1 have several well-written histbries during this
period, Among the distinguished historians who
shgd It:lstrﬂl on the Delhi court, the names of Razi
Minhajuddin Siraj, Ziauddin Barani, Shams Shiraj
AR and Yahya bin Ahmad stand out prominently
in the historical literary activities of medieval Inda-
Pakistan, .

Histofical
beerature
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Qazi Mihhajuddin Siraj was one of the dist

guished histor.ans of the earliest period of Musli

India. His book, Tabagari-Nasiri is named after h

patron, Nasiruddin Mahmud. Zauddin Barani, 14

Sikr author of Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi was the most remar
“worky able historian of this pericd, He was the author of sev
ranslated ral works of which Tarikh-i-Firuz Skahi is the mo
into. authentic history for the Khalji and Tughlug period
FEIRAN Shams Shiraj AAf, the author of Tarikh-i-Fir
Shahi and ¥ahya bin Ahmad, the author of Tadk

i-Mubarak Shahi, are the two famous historians @

the Tughlug period. Side by side with Fersial

Sanskrit, the classical language of the Hindus als

received a great impetus at the hands of the Mu

lims. Some of the Sanskrit works were translat

simikritasd  into Persian. Al-Beruni who came to Inde-Fa
Hindi lies-  fistan during the 10th century was a great Sans
b . stholar who trandlated several works on differe
subjects from Sanskrit into, Arabic. Under Sul

Sikandar, the second ruler of the Lodi dymasty,

medical treaties was translated from Sanskrit in{

Persian.- Most of the rulers of the Bahmani King
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Calligray rrlinda dom and other independent States like those i i
and scholans Bengal, Jaunpur, Bijapur, Gollunda, Ahmadiag

had nn VS

P A Malwa gnd Vijayanagar were patrons of arts and Lit

writing rature. In Sanskri and Hindi many excellent bool
histary were wrilten on religion and philosophy by the Hij,
du scholars. Of the Hindi poets, Chandbardi, t
author of Prithviraj Rasan was the prominent, B

the Hindu writers failed to display any aptitude {
writimg histories. The only historical treatise U
Kalran's Rajorarangini or "River of Kings' whi

was  composed in the 12th century. ;
Some of the Sultans of Bengal were also
Muic rons of Bengali literature, They appointed schold
Bengal to tranclate the Reomoyana and the Makabhare
from - Sanskrit into Bengali. Under the patrons
of Paragal Khan, Husain Shah's governor of Chit
gong, Kabindra Parameshwar translaled the Ma
bharata for the first tirae into Bengali, Urdu lite}
) ture alsa received considerable) encouragement
Urdu the hands of ‘Delhi Sulians as well as the Bahn |
Sultans of the Deeccan. [
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